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Welcome to Harrier 151.
Season s greetings,

and a bird-filled New Year

am about to go on holiday, tomorrow morning, and, as is always the case, | am

madly trying to finish off all the things which need attention before | go — which
includes getting this copy of The Harrier to the printers. So, no time to think about
an editorial, be it profound or inane.

My thanks, once again to Mike Gaydon at Healeys, Paul Gowen and Adam Gretton
who have supported me in producing yet another year of The Harrier; and also to all
the regular and occasional contributors without whom The Harrier would not exist.
I hope you continue to enjoy reading them, and if you have something to say which
may be of interest to other SOG members then send it to me for consideration for
publication in The Harrier.

I have made the request before, but | will repeat it again — if we have within our
midst someone with an IT ‘bent’” we could really use some help in managing the
SOGonline website; please contact the SOG chairman, Adam Gretton.

Views expressed in the Harrier are not necessarily those of the editor or
the Suffolk Ornithologists’ Group.

Clear-blue yonder: a week at Cape Clear Bird Observatory
Michael Bamford

C ape Clear is the southernmost point in Ireland, lying off County Cork, and with a
view of Fastnet Rock. The Bird Observatory there was founded in 1959, and with
a view to improving my knowledge of seabirds, and with a chance of American
migrants, sea-watching, and a pelagic trip, | enrolled on their Seabirds and Migration
course, run for a week, this year from the 9th to 14th September.

The overland trip via the Fishguard to Rosslare ferry gave good views of seabirds,
particularly off Rosslare, where large rafts of Manx Shearwaters were joined by
occasional Sooty Shearwaters, Puffins, Guillemots, Razorbills, Fulmars and Gannets.
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After crossing Southern Ireland the island was reached with a 45-minute ferry ride
from Baltimore.

The course was run by Dick Coombes, of BirdWatchlreland, with Steve Wing, who
runs the Observatory with his wife Mary. Accommodation was at the hostel style
dormitories at the Observatory, or in B&Bs in the village. The group of nine had
English, Irish and Italian members, and had morning talks, followed by afternoon
sea-watching, island walks and a pelagic trip round the fascinating Fastnet Rock. We
also had a chance to see the ringing activities of the observatory.

We were blessed with superb weather, with warm sunshine and calm air, not
ideal for the Islands noted specialities, but very welcome. The hospitality was warm
and typically Irish, and evening reports of sightings were held in the excellent island
pub.

The island held common migrants, together with resident Choughs, Ravens,
Peregrine Falcons, true Rock Doves, and an early off-shore Red-throated Diver. The
pelagic trip was superb with many Manx and Sooty Shearwaters, Arctic Skuas,
Bonxies, many Storm Petrels, and Common and Arctic Terns. We were joined by
Common Porpoises and had superb views of at least two Minke whales. We also
saw offshore Harbour Porpoises and Atlantic Grey Seals.

Dick gave hair-raising accounts of glory days of sea-watching from the tip of
Blannan Rocks, and led the varied group with patience and enthusiasm. | left the
Island with some sadness, but the trip back was enlivened by a stopover at the
delightful town of Skibbereen, and a Lesser Yellowlegs seen at Clonakilty.

I can thoroughly recommend the course, and the island, which in October can be
an excellent alternative to the Scillies, and much less crowded.

Cape Clear Bird Observatory — Michael Bamford

B THE HARRIER - December 2007



Prinect Color Editor: 
Page is color controlled with Prinect Color Editor:  3.0.41
Copyright 2005 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG

To view actual document colors and color spaces,
please download free Prinect Color Editor:  (Viewer) Plug-In from:
http://www.heidelberg.com

Applied Color Management Settings:
Output Intent (Press Profile): OffsetEuro U360 K85 V25PO4.icm

RGB Image:
Profile: ECI_RGB.icc
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

RGB Graphic:
Profile: ECI_RGB.icc
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent RGB/Lab Image:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent CMYK/Gray Image:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Turn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yes

Turn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: no
CMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: yes
Gray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Gray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Treat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: no
Treat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yes
Remove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: no
Remove embedded CMYK Profiles: yes

Applied Miscellaneous Settings:
All Colors to knockout: no
Pure black to overprint: yes  Limit: 100%
Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yes
Turn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yes
CMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not set
Create "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yes
Delete "All" Colors: no
Convert "All" to K: no



Recent Field Meetings

Walberswick NNR - 4 August 2007
Brian Buffery [Leader Vicky Francis, Natural England]

y 10.00 am, 12 members had gathered at the Westwood Lodge car park for

Vicky’s walk around part of the NNR. Two Yellowhammers were singing on the
telephone wires and a Little Egret flew over. The weather was disappointingly
overcast and cool.

On leaving the car park we walked down towards the marshes opposite
Westwood Lodge. We initially visited an area where bracken had been cleared
recently. As hoped, three Woodlarks were seen to land ahead of us further down the
hill. As we tried to get closer views a Cuckoo was flushed. The area also produced
two Linnets, a juvenile Green Woodpecker on a telegraph pole, plus several Swifts
and Swallows circling overhead.

Next we walked eastwards below OIld Covert between the woodland and the
reedbed through areas where heather was being re-established. Along the route,
Vicky made occasional detours into the reedbed to inspect rafts used to check for
the presence of mink — these rafts use a covered bed of damp clay to record
footprints. The good news was that only water vole footprints were found; and in
good numbers.

Birds were scarce with just one perched Marsh Harrier and a singing Reed
Warbler noted. Fortunately the sun came out and stirred the insect life into action.
Good numbers of dragonflies (mainly common and ruddy darters) and butterflies
(mainly meadow browns and plus a few speckled woods and ringlets) were seen.
The furthest point of the walk was the boardwalk near Hoist Covert where a
common lizard was basking.

The return journey took us over East Hill, where, as we paused to watch a cloud
of migrant hawker dragonflies, three Marsh Harriers soared overhead. When we
arrived back at the car park at about 1 pm one of the Yellowhammers was still
singing and a Hobby flew over to round off a very pleasant morning’s walk.

Trimley Marshes — 18 August 2007
Justin Zantboer [Leader]

Despite arriving a little late due to having to undertake a food stop for the
supposed to be dieting Eddie Marsh, | was met at the gate at Searson’s Farm by
ten keen SOG members. Climbing aboard the big yellow bus proved eventful but it
wasn’t long before we were all momentarily seated before bouncing our way down
to the reserve. First stop along the track was to search for the much sought after
Wasp Spiders that graced last year’s trip. Due to the amount of rain this summer, |
was a little dubious as to whether or not we would find any but | need not have
worried as at least three spiders were present and seen. While the cameras were
clicking, a Hobby was seen hawking over one of the crop fields. The trip had
certainly got off to a good start so without further ado, we carried along on our merry
way to the reserve. As the winter flood was dry, our first stop-off was at the summer
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flood hide. The water levels looked good with plenty of mud on show which was
obviously to the liking of several species of wader which included small numbers of
Avocet, Lapwing, Ruff, Greenshank, Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Dunlin, Green
and Common Sandpiper and Snipe as well small, freshly arrived parties of Teal.
Unfortunately though, there was no sign of the Wood Sandpiper that had been
present for most of the week prior to today.

We moved onto the main lagoon hides which yielded very little other than the
trip’s highlights in the form of an eclipse drake and juvenile Garganey. With a little
bit of time on our hands, | was able to point out their curious feeding action which
involves shaking their heads after almost each feed compared to the Teal that were
present which only infrequently shake their heads.

Our final stop was at the reservoir hide where unlike last year, the water level was
still high so none of the islands were exposed which meant that our efforts were
mostly concentrated on the quackers! Four male Ruddy Ducks performed well for
us while good numbers of Mallard, Gadwall and Shoveler were noted along with
smaller numbers of Wigeon, Teal and Tufted Ducks. Several Great Crested and Little
Grebes were seen as was a flock of approximately 100 Swifts diving down over the
water, while both Sedge and Reed Warblers were noted fly-catching along the edge
of the reed bed.

Although the trip didn’t really produce any major surprises, a pleasant evening
was had by all. It was rounded off nicely by the kind donations towards the Retts
Syndrome Charity received from all of the members in appreciation for the use of
the mini-bus which obviously made the trip possible. My thanks to all involved.

Wasp Spider - Ian Sillett

Havergate Island - 8 September 2007
Justin Zantboer [Leader]
fter a bit of a booking nightmare (I will get it right next year Jean!), that was
resolved on the eve of the trip, followed by the sad news that the one and only
John Grant couldn’t assist with leading the trip, twelve members assembled on the
quayside in preparation for the voyage to the Island of dreams.

[ 4| THE HARRIER - December 2007
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The boat trip to the Island proved fairly eventful as a pair of frolicking young
females were sighted on Orfordness that for me at least, were the birds of the day!
What a shame | couldn’t erect my telescope on the boat! Mike Marsh was also
sighted extracting a bird from one of the mist nets on Orfordness but after much
surmising as to what it might be, a quick phone call revealed that it was merely a
Robin. Calm was restored. With little else sighted from the boat, we were greeted
onto the island by two Turnstones feeding around the jetty but once we were in the
main hide, the birds came thick and fast. Amongst the many ducks, four Pintail
were found but the obvious eye candy was a flock of 23 Spoonbills that proved
quite a challenge to count for some while an excellent selection of larger waders
including good numbers of Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit and Redshank with smaller
numbers of Oystercatcher, Lapwing, Golden Plover, Knot, Greenshank, Curlew and
Bar-tailed Godwits. Smaller waders were much less in evidence though with just a
single Dunlin and a couple of Common Sandpipers noted. Nevertheless, all good
stuff.

The north marsh was next on the agenda but whilst en route, we were treated to
some superb overhead views of Common Buzzards talon grappling before they
were joined by an inquisitive juvenile Marsh Harrier. The next hide produced a
couple of fine looking Spotted Redshanks before the north hide provided yet more
larger waders including a few Grey Plover which were new for the day. A few
smaller waders were noted here but still not the hoped for numbers as we only
managed to add Ringed Plover to our species list.

We took lunch back in the main hide where we calculated that we were now on
16 species of wader for the day and I felt that we were looking likely to make the
magical 20 species as we still a had couple of what | considered to be fairly easy
species to notch up. Next stop was Belpers Lagoon which produced a black and
white spectacle of an estimated 1000 Avocets (well done Chris for his counting
efforts!) as well as a nice close flock of Golden Plover and several more Knot but no
new species. Finally came the long walk to Dovey’s where dreams would either be
realised or shattered! A brief sighting of a Whinchat was enjoyed only by myself (I
know — poor leadership!) before it skittered off over the heather never to be seen
again! The waders at Dovey’s were surprisingly disappointing with the only new
species added being a distant Snipe in flight. Okay, | couldn’t count the tail feathers
or note the underwing colour so it could have been a Wilson’s, but on this occasion,
I was happy to call it as a Common Snipe, now giving us 17 species of waders.
Unfortunately though, that was it for the day so for the third year running, we fell
three short of the seemingly mythical 20!

The long walk back produced a skulking warbler near the huts but alas, it proved
to be only a Common Whitethroat. That though was the last throw of the dice on the
island as the bags were collected by the fitter (I use this term somewhat loosely
when referring to myself) members of the tour before we embarked on the journey
home that produced fantastically close views of some Bar-tailed Godwits, some still
sporting their summer plumage. Fond farewells were then exchanged on the
quayside — maybe next year will produce the block-busting rarity.

My thanks to lan Paradine for his services and of course to the 11 members who
made the day a pleasant experience.
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Orfordness — 30 September 2007
Val Lockwood [Leaders Steve Piotrowski & John Grant]

he early birds (birders) caught the boat on the first of three journeys that were

made across to Orfordness, due to the popularity of the meeting. The first birds
to be seen were a Lapwing and 15 Golden Plover, closely followed by a fleeting
glimpse of a Kingfisher disappearing down stream.

By now the second boat load of SOG members had disembarked and the group
moved away from the quayside to the first gate where two Wheatears and two
Meadow Pipits were seen. On arrival of the last of the 32 members on the trip we
pressed on to the closest pool observing Little Egret, Skylark, a Fieldfare and Siskin
passing overhead. At the pool three small waders were observed and identified as
Little Stints but as the views were restricted due to the vegetation, we continued to
a better vantage point, where the numbers increased from three to 12, then 14, 15
and eventually to the final total of 18. We moved on to the next pool adding Kestrel,
Sparrowhawk, Marsh Harrier and five Little Egrets to our list. At the next pool we had
excellent views of 16 Golden Plover, five Snipe, a Ringed Plover, a Greenshank and
several species of duck. The group commented on the spectacular plumage of the
Golden Plovers shown at their best in the autumn sunlight. Continuing on towards
the ringing hut a distant Marsh Harrier and three Buzzards were seen circling high
above Orfordness. As we drew near the ringing hut two Stonechats were seen in
amongst fallen concrete slabs and brambles and a bush cricket was heard but
unfortunately was not visible. A small bird was observed flying into an elderberry
bush which was identified as a Spotted Flycatcher. Before scopes had been set up
to gain clearer views of the Flycatcher the call went up for Whinchat, then
Whitethroat followed by Chiffchaff. Amazingly all four birds were visible at the same
time in the elderberry bush.

T R,
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SOG trip, Orfordness — Chris Courtney
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The group continued on to the ringers’ hut noting very brief views of a Redwing,
Linnet and a Reed Bunting which called as it flew past. The eagerly awaited ringers
appeared with their catch and the group were able to see a Redpoll, Robin and
Chiffchaff at very close quarters, being ringed (all this year’s birds).

After leaving the ringing hut we continued towards the lighthouse and eyes were
focused skywards to view a Sand Martin flying overhead and two Sandwich Terns.
Suddenly the call went up for a Hen Harrier (ring tail) and a larger bird of prey
(Buzzard) was seen much higher above and there was great excitement as more
Buzzards came into view until a total of nine were seen together (a record for Suffolk
for many of the group).

We continued on towards the lighthouse and our lunches. Lunch boxes were
cast aside on several occasions to view numerous birds out to sea, including two
Arctic Skuas, a Red-throated Diver, a Gannet, five Brent Geese, two Little Terns, a
Cormorant and Wigeon. After we had emptied our lunch boxes, John called the
group together in front of the lighthouse to make an announcement for those who
were not aware that Steve and Cathy were very shortly to be married. Flask cups of
tea and coffee, cans of drink, or whatever was to hand were raised to toast them on
their way.

As time was moving on and we still had a fair distance to cover we began our walk
to the lagoon where many more birds were seen including 50+ Pintail, a Knot, nine
Sanderling and a Turnstone. On our approach toward the BBC building a Merlin flew
past and a flock of 50+ Avocet was flushed up on a few occasions. Unfortunately the
Little Owl that had been seen earlier in the day near the BBC building by the ringers
did not put in an appearance for the group.

Heading towards the quay we disturbed a small flock of Pied Wagtails, then Barn
Owl called, and the group stopped to admire the graceful flight of this beautiful bird.
The members of the group to be taken back on the final boat trip across the river
were piped aboard the boat by a Kingfisher which was heard but not seen. SOG
members commented on the very high tide on our return to Orford quay, where we
had to step straight from the boat onto the quayside, as the steps which we had
walked down earlier in the day were all completely submerged.

On behalf of the group | would like to say thank you to Steve and John for leading
the excellent meeting, a total of 64 species of birds was seen. Thanks also to the
ringers, and to Dave for safe transportation, and finally to Jean for arranging the
meeting.

Martlesham Creek — 13 October 2007
Steve Fryett [Leader]

lovely sunny day greeted the 14 members for an Autumn field meeting at

Martlesham Creek taking in the woods alongside, the sluice and downstream
to the confluence of the River Deben. The Chestnut woods on the east bank were
relatively silent as we made our way to the sluice. A large shallow pool behind the
boatyard held an amazing 18 Little Grebe, an indication of a successful breeding
year, together with the first Little Egret of the day. From the sluice we scanned
downstream towards the boatyard as the tide crept in noting Redshank, Black-tailed
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Godwit and Grey Heron. Back into the woodland again two Treecreepers gave only
the briefest of views with a small party of Great Tits.

At the mid point of the Creek we stopped off to look back upstream as you can
often find birds that you have missed because something obscures the view. A
Kingfisher was typical of this situation perched on a rock near the sluice which we
had been looking over earlier. A Green Sandpiper seen by only one member could
not be relocated but everyone noted Wigeon, Teal, Grey Plover and Turnstone
together with many more Black-tailed Godwits. On the edge of the woodland
Chaffinch, Greenfinch and a single Goldfinch were noted. We reached the final part
of the walk overlooking the main river with Woodbridge town in front of us. Here we
noted Snipe, a single Brent Goose flying and a Common Buzzard. Two Crows
mobbed the Buzzard forcing the bird to fly across the river and back again giving
good views to the group. Several migrating Meadow Pipits passed overhead to drop
into the marshy fields behind us. This area also turned up a pair of Stonechat and a
male Reed Bunting. Retracing our steps back along the path we crossed the marsh
to head for the churchyard.

On the way one member was forced into taking evasive action to avoid a very
large and fearsome Hornet. In the churchyard towering yew trees were heavily
laden with berries and a magnet for thrushes. The local gang of Mistle Thrushes had
clearly defined this as their feeding territory but several migrant Song Thrushes
managed to plunder some berries but had to suffer constant harassment from the
locals. The meeting ended here on a somewhat noisy note but had provided some
excellent species for the group during the course of the morning.

SOG News

Happy birthdays
Richard Rafe

On behalf of SOG | would like to wish two SOG stalwarts a happy birthday:

1st January 2008 — Derek Moore is 65 and can officially become a “grumpy old
man” (no change there then!).

15th January 2008 - Jean Garrod is 80; congratulations, and we look forward to
many more of your excellent field programmes so much appreciated by SOG
members.

Thanks a lot
Jean Garrod

nother year — another programme! Grateful thanks to all our excellent leaders for
making this possible. Every meeting is well supported by members who are
keen to participate by looking, listening and sharing with the rest of the group. There
has always been this great camaraderie amongst SOG members for as long as | can
remember.
Many thanks also to the leaders and extremely knowledgeable members who
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provide the write-ups of the meetings. It is so important to have these recorded in
the Harrier for posterity and we all owe them our gratitude.

Out thanks as always to Adam Gretton and Trevor Kerridge for organising an
excellent Indoor Programme.

Obituaries
Jean Garrod

or nearly 20 years | have had great pleasure in welcoming members to SOG
Indoor and Outdoor meetings. Over this long period of time several members
have passed away. They are all sadly missed but will never be forgotten
SOG Council has agreed to my suggestion that we should record their names
where a detailed obituary has not been written in the Harrier. Please let me know
if I have omitted anyone and also inform me if you hear of a member sadly passing
away.

Peter Broad 6 April 2002
Brian Hiskey 11 March 2004
Paul Butterfield 6 July 2005
Jack Abbott 24 April 2007

Distribution Atlas 2007-11 (News Update No 2)
Mick Wright

ationally, the survey started on 1st November and within the first week a million

birds were mapped online. The first bird to be put firmly on the map was a
Tawny Owl, reported ‘hooting’ in a Northamptonshire garden at 2.20am on the day
of the launch.

In Suffolk, birders have risen to the challenge of taking part in the biggest survey
of British birds ever undertaken. So far, over 200 fieldworkers are involved and
between them they are surveying in excess of 350 tetrads. There is still plenty of time
to join in the fun of finding your own birds and compiling species lists in tetrads not
visited by anyone else thus painting a picture, in time, of Suffolk birds. Birdwatchers
of all abilities can get involved by taking a walk or going bird watching any time,
anywhere. Your records can help to fill in the squares on the Atlas maps. Seen a
hovering Kestrel, a Greenfinch in the garden, a Barn Owl at dusk or heard a hooting
Tawny Owl at night?

Don’t forget we hope to publish the results in our own Distribution Atlas of
Wintering and Breeding Birds of Suffolk.

It is so easy to take part, visit www.birdatlas.net and get yourself a username so
that you can compile your records online; believe me it is easy; or contact Mick
Wright on 01473 710032 or email micktwright@btinternet.com
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The Suffolk Ornithological Records Committee
Justin Zantboer

As I’'m late preparing and submitting this article, I'm going to cut straight to the
chase and get down to business. At the time of writing, we are still in need of
a Suffolk Bird Report editor, to begin asap with the production of the 2007 bird
report. After already producing four superb reports from 2002 to 2005, Malcolm
Wright has decided that the 2006 report will be his fifth and last. | will not deceive
any of you; the job is a big one as Malcolm will testify. You would need to have
plenty of spare time, and some knowledge of both birding and computers would
be beneficial. Sounds daunting but on the plus side, you would be making a little
bit of history, casting you name in stone for generations of Suffolk’s birders to
behold in the future as well as serving your county in its present day moment of
need! Tempted? If so, please contact either Steve Piotrowski, Adam Gretton or of
course yours truly.

Now | must also apologise profusely as I'm sorry to say that | stated an untruth in
my last article in that | declared that Lesser White-fronted Goose was going to be
reinstated onto the Suffolk List! It would seem that in my haste, | jumped the gun on
this one as a decision will not be made until 2008 so for the time being at least, it is
not on the Suffolk List — my apologies again for the confusion. Two recent decisions
that have been made are that from 1st January 2008, both Roseate Tern and Puffin
are to be downgraded from category two (descriptive notes always required) to
category three (all records — notes may be requested). During recent years, there
has been quite a rise in the number of Roseate Tern records with a high percent
being found by regular observers at Minsmere so it was agreed that it was becoming
unnecessary to repeatedly ask the same observers for details of each and every
Roseate Tern they encountered. It was also generally felt that as Puffin is not a
particularly difficult species to identify with the quality of today’s optical aids and as
they are nationally, a relatively common bird, it was time Suffolk stopped being the
only coastal county which ask for descriptions for all Puffin sightings. It was agreed
within the committee that Puffin is possibly an under recorded species in Suffolk
purely because records are not being submitted as experienced observers are not
prepared to produce descriptions for their sightings of them. Be warned though that
with both becoming category three species, should we choose we can still request
a description for a record to be accepted.

The final piece of news is that Peter Ransome will complete his term as a voting
member on the committee at the end of 2007 so, on behalf of the SORC, | would like
to take this opportunity to thank him for all of the hard work and effort he has put in
and wish him well for the future. It was agreed that the vacant position would be
given to Malcolm Wright as a token of our appreciation for producing the SBR for the
last five years. On top of this, Malcolm is an extremely experienced birder who has
a very sound knowledge of the Suffolk birding scene and he provides a vital link to
West Suffolk.

To close, can | again request that where possible, as many of your annual records
are submitted to the County Recorders using the new excel spread-sheets which
they will provide upon request (many of you have now been sent these but if you
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are still missing them or would like further information, please contact your relevant
recorder) as this simplifies the procedure of entering the data onto the main
‘Mapmate’ data collection base. As there have been very few recent decisions, |
have only enclosed within this article a list of records still requiring supporting
descriptions etc.

Well that’'s me done so until next year, Merry Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.

Outstanding BBRC rarity descriptions for 2006/7

26/08/06 to 28/08/06 and 03/09/06 Baird’s Sandpiper Orfordness

01/10/06 and 07/10/06 Baird’s Sandpiper Orfordness

07/10/06 Pallid Harrier Blythburgh

28/10/06 to 29/10/06 Marbled Teal North Warren

28/02/07 and 09/03/07 Penduline Tit Minsmere

02/05/07 Gull-billed Tern Minsmere

21/05/07 to 22/05/07 Broad-billed Sandpiper Breydon Water south shore
09/06/07 Great Reed Warbler Waldringfield

13/07/07 Squacco Heron Minsmere

26/07/07 to 30/07/07 Cattle Egret North Warren

15/08/07 Bridled Tern Southwold

24/08/07 to 7?2?77 Marbled Teal Dingle/Minsmere/Leathe’s Ham
28/09/07 Red-flanked Bluetail Corton

30/10/07 to 09/11/07 Lesser Yellowlegs Minsmere

04/11/07 to 06/11/07 Penduline Tit Minsmere

10/11/07 Snowy Owl Bawdsey

12/11/07 to 727?7? Penduline Tit x4 Dingle Marshes

Outstanding SORC rarity descriptions for 2007

01/01/07 Yellow-browed Warbler Lound

12/01/07 to 14/01/07 White Stork (colour ringed!) Lound

14/01/07 and 22/01/07 and 07/02/07 | Great White Egret Dingle/Walberswick
22/01/07 Jackdaw (monedula) Southwold
23/01/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Shottisham Creek
23/01/07 Puffin Southwold
11/04/07 Raven Minsmere RSPB
22/04/07 Montagu’s Harrier — Male Hen Reedbeds
22/04/07 Black Kite Aldeburgh

23/04/07 Red-rumped Swallow Dunwich Heath
29/04/07 Black Kite Mildenhall

29/04/07 Black Kite Lakenheath
30/04/07 Roseate Tern Landguard
01/05/07 Roseate Tern Landguard
01/05/07 to 05/05/07 Hoopoe Halesworth
02/05/07 Honey Buzzard Burgh Castle
04/05/07 Black Kite Dunwich

06/05/07 Black Kite Minsmere

07/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier — Male Breydon south wall
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Outstanding SORC rarity descriptions for 2007 (continued)

12/05/07 Purple Heron Breydon south wall
12/05/07 Honey Buzzard — Adult Haughley

15/05/07 Red-footed Falcon x2 Lackford

16/05/07 Bee-eater Sizewell Common
20/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier — Ringtail Minsmere (0555hrs)
20/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier — Ringtail Westleton Heath (0745hrs)
22/05/07 Bee-eater Felixstowe Ferry
24/05/07 Honey Buzzard Melton Park
25/05/07 Roseate Tern Minsmere
27/05/07 Great White Egret Minsmere
28/05/07 Roseate Tern Lowestoft
28/05/07 Icterine Warbler x2 Orfordness
29/05/07 to 30/05/07 Marsh Warbler Minsmere
31/05/07 Bee-eater Minsmere
31/05/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Woodbridge
01/06/07 Night Heron Santon Downham
02/06/07 Icterine Warbler Lakenheath
03/06/07 to ?7?? Marsh Warbler Kessingland
10/06/07 Corncrake (calling) Whepstead
13/06/07 Honey Buzzard Bentley

13/06/07 Bee-eater Minsmere
16/06/07 Puffin Southwold
29/06/07 to 30/07/07 Roseate Tern — Adult Minsmere
30/06/07 Storm Petrel Southwold
30/06/07 Storm Petrel Thorpeness
10/07/07 Roseate Tern — Adult Minsmere
11/07/07 Roseate Tern — x2 Adults Minsmere
18/07/07 Honey Buzzard Minsmere
19/07/07 Great White Egret Minsmere
22/07/07 Honey Buzzard Theberton
31/07/07 to 14/08/07 Honey Buzzard Benacre

05/08/07 to 12/08/07??? White-rumped Sandpiper — Ad. Orfordness
05/08/07 Pectoral Sandpiper Orfordness
06/08/07 Montagu’s Harrier — Ringtail West Row
14/08/07 and 18/08/07 White-rumped Sandpiper — Ad. Breydon Water south shore
15/08/07 to 17/08/07 Red-necked Phalarope — Juvenile| Orfordness
22/08/07 to 23/08/07 White-winged Black Tern — Ad. Minsmere
23/08/07 Roseate Tern — Juvenile Landguard
24/08/07 Greenish Warbler Gunton

27/08/07 Quail Mutford

31/08/07 Montagu’s Harrier — Juv. Orfordness
04/09/07 Balearic Shearwater Lowestoft
10/09/07 Great Shearwater Southwold
10/09/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juv. Southwold
10/09/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juv. Covehithe
11/09/07 Balearic Shearwater Lowestoft
11/09/07 Richard’s Pipit North Warren
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Outstanding SORC rarity descriptions for 2007 (continued)

15/09/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juv. Lowestoft
15/09/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juv. Southwold
17/09/07 to 20/09/07 Great White Egret Walberswick
18/09/07 to 20/09/07 Red-breasted Flycatcher Easton Bavents
24/09/07 Sabine’s Gull - Juv. Landguard
24/09/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juv. Felixstowe
25/09/07 Pectoral Sandpiper Tinker’s Marsh
26/09/07 Great White Egret Boyton
28/09/07 Red-breasted Flycatcher Corton
01/10/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juvenile Southwold
02//0/07 Red-breasted Flycatcher Landguard
03/10/07 Corncrake (calling!) Belstead
03/10/07 to 04/10/07 Dusky Warbler Orfordness
04/10/07 Dusky Warbler Orfordness
07/10/07 Lesser Snow Goose Burgh Castle
07/10/07 Lesser Snow Goose Lowestoft
11/10/07 Little Bunting Dunwich
17/10/07 to 20/10/07 Great White Egret Minsmere
20/10/07 Great White Egret Orfordness
20/10/07 Great White Egret (2nd bird) Minsmere
20/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Orfordness
21/10/07 Great White Egret Blythburgh
21/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Thorpeness
22/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Landguard
23/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler East Lane, Bawdsey
25/10/07 Sabine’s Gull — Juvenile Southwold
25/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler East Lane, Bawdsey
26/10/07 Great White Egret Minsmere
26/10/07 to 27/10/07 Chiffchaff tristis Thorpeness
29/10/07 Great White Egret Blythburgh
30/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Easton Bavents
05/11/07 Yellow-browed Warbler Cavenham
07/11/07 Sabine’s Gull - Juvenile Southwold
10/11/07 Storm Petrel Felixstowe
10/11/07 Storm Petrel x4 Thorpeness
10/11/07 Storm Petrel Southwold
10/11/07 Puffin Southwold
11/11/07 Storm Petrel Southwold
11/11/07 Storm Petrel Minsmere
11/11/07 Storm Petrel Sizewell
11/11/07 Storm Petrel Slaughden
11/11/07 Storm Petrel Thorpeness
11/11/07 Puffin Landguard
11/11/07 Puffin Southwold
12/11/07 Storm Petrel Sizewell
12/11/07 Storm Petrel Slaughden
12/11/07 Puffin Southwold
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Short Notes

Dead Pink-footed Geese in Hollesley
Nick Mason

O n 26th September 2007 there was a brief ferocious storm on the coast,
stretching just inland to Hollesley. | was parked at Shingle Street, and, having
decided the Firecrest could wait, | got back into the car and enjoyed the forked
lightening splitting the black sky.

On my return to Hollesley | was called by Laurie Forsyth, a neighbour in the centre
of the village who had found two dead geese in his garden. They were Pink-footed
Geese, quite a common species in Norfolk, but much scarcer in this part of Suffolk.
There had been reports of Pink-feet near Lowestoft just before. There was no
obvious sign of why they had died — no sign of singeing, which you would expect if
they had been hit by lightening. Maybe they had been in flight and were pushed
lower by the storm and had flown into the house.

Little Gulls, Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns feeding on
flying insects
John Hampshire

he 5th August 2007 was a gloriously hot day, almost too hot for birding, and |

didn’t venture out until the evening. When | arrived at the car park at Minsmere
it was immediately obvious that the weather had triggered the emergence of what |
assume were flying ants which were being pursued by Black-headed Gulls and Little
Gulls in about equal numbers.

Amongst the twenty or so gulls there were a handful, perhaps seven or eight, of
Common Terns; they too were feeding on the insects and | watched both adults and
juveniles flying within a fairly confined air space over the car park and its immediate
surrounds. | watched the terns stall in flight and quickly change direction many
times and | could see they were taking items in flight.

I have seen Black-headed Gulls feeding in this way on many occasions but never
Common Terns, so when | got home | consulted BWP and although little infor-
mation is given on the subject aerial pursuit of insects is mentioned. BWP goes on
to list some of the insects that have been recorded in the diet of Common Terns
and, although flying ants are not specifically mentioned, ants in general are
included along with some surprising items such as moths, butterflies, bees and
grasshoppers.

BWP gives far less information about the diet of Little Gulls but states: “In breeding
season and on passage, mainly insects.” As with Common Terns, ants are
mentioned but there is no specific mention of flying ants. Indeed there is no mention
of Little Gulls pursuing flying insects at all. However, as the larger and less agile
Black-headed Gulls readily take insects in flight, it is not particularly surprising that
Little Gulls are also able to do so.
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Red-legged Partridges roosting on roofs
(taken from “westsuffolkbirders” email group
Colin Jakes

Some very interesting bird behaviour has been reported to me that | have not
encountered before, and | wondered if anyone else had noted it. In the past |
have sometimes seen Red-legged Partridges sitting on the ridge tiles of roofs, usually
a shed or low barn, often these appeared to be male, and | adjudged it to be a good
vantage point to survey or emphasise an individual’s territory.

At Exning, near Newmarket, a new residential home has opened within the last
year, and Red-legs are roosting each night on the roof. At first the birds approached
on foot, walking in through the adjoining gardens before flying up, but now they
seem to just fly in directly from nearby fields over a hedge and onto the roof. They
spend the night, if undisturbed by local cats, perched on the ridge and lower down
above the guttering; numbers have increased of late to more than fifty. A pretty good
predator-proof roost site. | wondered how unusual this behaviour is?

Malcolm Wright

We regularly get a pair of Red-legged Partridges in our garden and | have often
seen one or both up on the ridge of our bungalow and also our neighbour’s
and they also use the ridge of our greenhouse at times. Also | have sometimes
noticed a bird on a roof calling against another one out in the setaside fields at the
back. However | haven't recorded them roosting up there, and the numbers you
report seem exceptional.

(Similar responses reporting small numbers of Red-legs on roofs in the daytime
were also reported from several other birders, but no one else had noted roosting
on roofs, nor Red-legs on roofs in the numbers reported by Colin.)

Enjoying my birding
Nick Mason

I never used to twitch birds much — | wasn’t particularly opposed to it though, but

it was just that with three kids and a job that took most of my energy, a season
ticket at Portman Road and a 1200 acre reserve to warden | didn’t find that much
time. | did find, however, that twitching could be quite an unrewarding experience,
especially if you were cramped in, or the view you managed was a brief flicker of a
roosting bird as the light faded.

This year, though, | have had some really memorable experiences with the rarer
species.

During my Estuary Count in January | came across two of the Deben Great
Northern Divers. They were close by over the saltmarsh, eating crabs. | tried to count
the legs! (of the crabs, | presume, Ed) At one point they both slid under the surface
together, both resurfacing, in unison, with a crab each.

| went to see the Storm Petrels between Thorpeness and Sizewell, a Suffolk “tick”
for me. | am not sure what they were feeding on, but there was brownish water
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suggesting that the seabed was being disturbed. | had pretty good views of a couple
of them quartering at some distance and then a much closer individual. And then
came the Arctic Skua — straight in. After a couple of attempts it was able to get hold
of the Storm Petrel in its beak. It didn’t hold it for long, however, releasing it and
flying off. The Storm Petrel acted as if nothing had happened. Possibly it was able to
free itself by spitting stomach oil at the Skua as a Fulmar might?

Another really good view was of the Squacco Heron, a really cracking bird. You
could hardly see it move as it got itself into position — then it would dart it's beak up
and take dragonflies, amongst other prey. I'm pretty sure it was eating Norfolk
Hawkers. | had seen some close by. Two of its prey were large brown dragonflies. It
was not that clear to see but the only alternative would have been four spotted
Chasers, which were also around at that time.

And over the last couple of weeks | have had the East Lane Pallas’s Warbler
feeding away really close and for the first time | was able to see all the markings
clearly and stand there comparing the depth of the colours! And then the juvenile
Sabine’s Gull appeared and | was just over the sea wall when | received the
message. | was on it within a minute and was able to stand and watch it at close
quarters as it flew daintily nearby, with the Black-headed Gulls. At one point as it
flew back from the sea it was a couple of metres above my head, showing me the
black terminal band on the underneath of its forked tail.

I’'m so glad | have not lost that “wow” factor and can get excited about seeing new
things as well as the return of the natives when they come back each year. And
retirement has these benefits — you can just get the call and go! There is that
adrenaline running around in anticipation of a good sighting — or am | too old for
that?

Local Patch and Garden Birds

Unusual garden visitor
Chris Courtney

Over a three-week period during May of last year | noticed a somewhat unusual
visitor on a number of occasions coming to the nyjer feeder that hangs near to
the kitchen window, in my Ipswich garden. As you can see from the photograph, the
bird superficially resembles a Goldfinch, Cardeulis cardeulis, especially the head
and wing but also manifests attributes that would appear to suggest Siskin Cardeulis
spinus, especially the double wing bar and the streaked underparts. Having shown
some shots of this individual to some fellow birders, this further confirmed my initial
thoughts that the bird was indeed the hybrid offspring of most likely a Goldfinch
male and a Siskin female.

Subsequently, | sent a photograph to the BTO whose Paul Stancliffe requested to
publish it in their magazine Bird Table, where it subsequently appeared in Issue 49
this spring. Paul wrote saying, ‘The general consensus here at the BTO is that it is
definitely a Goldfinch / Siskin hybrid and that it is an amazing bird.” Additionally, the
caption that accompanied the photograph stated that ‘such crosses often result from
cross-breeding by bird-fanciers’.
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| also emailed the photographs to the RSPB whose lan Peters similarly confirmed
that, although such hybrids among wild birds are extremely rare, in the absence of
rings on the legs, “this looks like a genuine example”.

The following issue of Bird Table, contained a letter from a correspondent who
confidently stated that the bird in question was clearly a ‘mule’, which is apparently,
a cross much favoured by bird fanciers, of a Goldfinch paired with a Canary.

| suppose that the true answer to this puzzle will likely never be known, although
| suspect that as much as | would like to think otherwise, the answer lies in the
direction of some kind of aviary concoction.

Probable Goldfinch/Siskin hybrid — Chris Courtney

An autumn invasion I I I I I

Jean Garrod

bout 7.30am on Saturday 22 September 2007, nine immature Blackbirds and

three Song Thrushes suddenly appeared in our back garden. They were in a
state of frenzy, dashing about all over the place. Two of them strutted side by side up
and down the sloping roof of our shed. It was just like “Strictly Come Dancing”!

Four of them perched precariously on top of our trellis pushing and shoving to
reach the heavily berried Pyracantha whilst the other three dashed about like
maniacs amongst the fruit bushes at the bottom of the garden.

Meanwhile our resident pair of Blackbirds fed unconcernedly. The trio then
discovered the bird bath but didn’t appear to know what to do! One finally sat in the
water, splashing the other two who were perched on the edge. They then tried to
oust the first bird so they could have a turn.

The garden was full of manic activity — absolutely hilarious. | had never witnessed
anything like it before. | didn’t see the Song Thrushes again.
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However, what made this event even more exciting was the unusual plumage of
these birds. Some of the males were a dark slate colour whilst others were sooty
black with brown wings. The females were fox red and all were heavily speckled on
the breast and neck — most unattractive. After about half an hour they began to
disperse and sanity reigned once more.

I discussed this episode with Colin Jakes. He has encountered the self-same
plumage and excitable behaviour in migrant Blackbirds at this time of the year. He
has seen them descend at Lackford from an unusually high altitude and has also
ringed Blackbirds in this unusual plumage. He is of the opinion that they come from
Eastern Europe possibly Eastern Germany.

Our birds are still in the vicinity, arriving each morning about the same time and
staying for about half an hour or so. They have quietened down somewhat, no doubt
our native birds are having a calming effect on them.

Have other members noticed an autumn influx in their gardens this year? Please
put pen to paper.

Elmsett Spotted Flycatchers and Barn Owls
Roger Horne

or a number of years Spotted Flycatchers have nested in the porch of St. Peter’s
Church in EImsett. Sometimes two broods are fledged but no counts of young
have been recorded. Occasionally whilst the church was being used an adult bird
has been flushed into the building as a member of the congregation entered and it
could not find its way to freedom despite the door being left open. In this situation,
the Flycatcher would entertain us, during the service, by flying up and down the
church and still refusing to leave until later in the day. It was happy to feed on flies
it found amongst the beams and windows. Incidentally a resident bat occasionally,
woken from its slumber, comes out from behind the door curtain and flies up and
down during a service. | don’t recall seeing a display by both creatures together.
This year | noted the return of a pair of Flycatchers, in early May, but any attempts
to build in the porch were thwarted by a Pigeon. It was not until the first week in
June that | realised a pair had built a nest in a disused cowshed adjacent to the
churchyard. Whilst collecting a mower stored there | saw a bird flying away. The
owners of Church Farm are nature lovers and were delighted to find they were
hosting Flycatchers and with their consent | returned twice to photograph them.
Although I could not see the nest, which was on a beam in the roof, | sat so that |
could capture them either on a bramble just outside the building or on some
wooden steps positioned between myself and the nest. A couple of the resulting
photographs were featured in The Harrier 150. My presence did not disturb the birds
feeding pattern, as they completely ignored me, sometimes flying close to where |
sat to pluck an insect off the wall or a piece of wood. The inside of the barn is
purposely unkempt and an ideal habitat for their needs when the weather was
inclement. Swallows were also nesting in the adjacent building and close by there
are a number of House Martin’s nests under the eaves of the Church Farm house.
Finally the young Flycatchers fledged and the family could be seen in the
surrounding area feeding. Lime trees border one side of the Churchyard and bees
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are attracted to them providing a rich source of food for the youngsters. Despite
having their young to feed the adult Flycatchers built a second nest, in the porch this
time and raised one chick.

Spotted Flycatcher on the Altar cross in St Peter’s Church — Roger Horne

Additionally Barn Owls have for a few years nested in a pollard elm near St. Peters.
However, this year there was a pair in residence in a box provided on farm land
close to Park Wood and they were seen hunting throughout the village. Apparently
they raised two female chicks. Field margins and grassland areas provided ideal
habitat for them to feed on small rodents. Steve Piotrowski visited Elmsett in July to
survey two sites where it is proposed to install boxes and these should be erected
sometime during November. Elmsett Greenlife Grove Scheme, EGGS, was
established to provide a woodland project in the village and one box will be placed
there. You can read all about this six acre site adjacent to the village Primary School
at www.onesuffolk.co.uk/ElmsettPC/EGGS. Volunteers from Nursery age to 70+
have been involved in preparing and planting the wood.

My fellow bird watching friend and SOG member Brian Hiskey, who sadly died in
2004, is laid to rest in St. Peter’s Churchyard and a Barn Owl has been seen sitting
on his gravestone. Now what a picture that would make!

Just for Fun
Brenda Rafe
t doesn’t seem to matter how hard | try, every time | set up a competition for The
Harrier something untoward happens . . . this time (The Harrier 150) the grid was
printed with some letters blocked out by shading. Thankfully this did not render the

quiz ‘undoable’ and we received quite a few correct entries. The winner, drawn out
of a *hat’, was Derek Rothery of Melton who has been sent a book token prize.
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Recent Reports, July to September 2007

Justin Zantboer

Il National and County rarities are still subject to ratification by the relevant

committees. It is also important to remember that probably most of these
records will still need submitting to the relevant County Recorders so please ensure
that all of you as individuals do this as quickly as possible. A fair percentage of the
following news and information was received from both the Rare Bird Alert and
BINS information services but a lot was also received straight from several Suffolk
birders so on this note, | would like to thank Will Brame, Richard Drew, Dave
Fairhurst, Paul Holmes, Colin Jakes, Gerald Jobson, Mike Marsh, Nigel Odin, Paul
Oldfield, Roger Skeen and Malcolm Wright for their updates during this period.

Pink-footed Goose
The first records of the autumn involved 26 flying north over Minsmere and four over
Tinker’s Marsh 26th September.

Dark-bellied Brent Goose
Small numbers began to move south offshore from mid September onwards.

Egyptian Goose
A count of 54 on Livermere Lake 28th August was a record for the site.

Ruddy Shelduck
One was on Minsmere 15th July and then a flock of six were there 10th August. A
flock of 11 flew north past Southwold 16th August.

Garganey

The last two records of the month involved a juvenile present on Loompit Lake,
Trimley 17th September and another bird noted at Lakenheath Fen, 27th September.
There were however ‘released’ birds sporting plastic rings throughout the month at
both Leathes Ham and Minsmere.

Marbled Duck

A juvenile of unknown origin was found at Dingle 24th August. It then commuted
between Minsmere and Leathes Ham, remaining at the latter site until 30th
September at least in the company of other ‘released’ wild fowl.

Red-crested Pochard
One at Lackford 29th September was the only record for the period.

Greater Scaup
A drake at Minsmere 28th July was an odd record.

Red-breasted Merganser
Two on Benacre Broad 23rd September were the first of the autumn.


Prinect Color Editor: 
Page is color controlled with Prinect Color Editor:  3.0.41
Copyright 2005 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG

To view actual document colors and color spaces,
please download free Prinect Color Editor:  (Viewer) Plug-In from:
http://www.heidelberg.com

Applied Color Management Settings:
Output Intent (Press Profile): OffsetEuro U360 K85 V25PO4.icm

RGB Image:
Profile: ECI_RGB.icc
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

RGB Graphic:
Profile: ECI_RGB.icc
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent RGB/Lab Image:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent CMYK/Gray Image:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Turn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yes

Turn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: no
CMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: yes
Gray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Gray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Treat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: no
Treat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yes
Remove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: no
Remove embedded CMYK Profiles: yes

Applied Miscellaneous Settings:
All Colors to knockout: no
Pure black to overprint: yes  Limit: 100%
Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yes
Turn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yes
CMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not set
Create "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yes
Delete "All" Colors: no
Convert "All" to K: no



Common Quail
One was singing near Cavenham from 1st-13th August and one was flushed when
crop cutting at Mutford 27th August.

Red-throated Diver
One north off Kessingland 21st August was the first autumn record.

Black-throated Diver

One off Southwold 5th July and then again 8th and 9th July was an unusual record
given the time of year. One north Kessingland 19th September was the first autumn
record followed by one off Southwold 29th September.

Black-necked Grebe
A summer plumaged adult flew south past Gorleston and was then found swimming
south past Lowestoft before it fell asleep and drifted back off north 19th August.

Sooty Shearwater

One off Southwold 11th August was the first autumn record. Only three more birds
were noted offshore during August. September saw much better numbers with a
total of 87 off Kessingland and Lowestoft and at least 27 off Southwold. Away from
these sites though, only another five birds were noted.

Manx Shearwater

Two south past Lowestoft 1st July were the first of the period. A further eight birds
were then noted throughout July from between Felixstowe and Lowestoft. Only
three were seen during August, these all flying north past Felixstowe 22nd August.
September produced a total of 13 birds, all seen from between Lowestoft and
Southwold with the last being noted off Kessingland on 24th September.

Balearic Shearwater
Singles flew north past Lowestoft 4th and 11th September.

European Storm-Petrel
Two were found lingering off Thorpeness 6th July before remarkably, up to five birds
were present during the morning of the next day.

Leach’s Storm-Petrel
Singles flew north past Lowestoft 10th September and south past Southwold 21st
September.

European Shag
One flying south past Gunton Warren 26th July was an interesting record and also
the only report during the period.

Great Bittern
A total of 20 ‘boomers’ were counted on the coast with 14 nesting attempts noted.
However, due to serious flooding, only five attempts were successful.
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Squacco Heron
The first one in Suffolk since 1912 spent the day at Minsmere 13th July but despite
appearing to roost on the West Scrape, was gone before first light the next day.

Cattle Egret
One was present at North Warren 26th-30th July.

Great Egret

Singles were seen at Minsmere 17th and 19th July; Walberswick/Dingle 17th-20th
September; flying south at Landguard 25th September and at Boyton 26th
September. Of course these records may have all related to the same bird although
it would seem likely that at least two individuals were involved.

European Spoonbill

Noted throughout the period on the coast, numbers started to swell with counts of
11 at Minsmere and 13 on Havergate Island 14th July rising to 22 on Orfordness 10th
August and finally peaking with 23 on Havergate Island 1st-8th September.
Undoubtedly the counts from both Havergate Island and Orfordness would have
involved the same flock of birds. Also, five birds were noted occasionally on Breydon
south shore during September when two more frequented Trimley Marshes.

European Honey-Buzzard

Singles flew over Minsmere 18th July and reportedly north over Theberton 22nd July
before one lingered at Benacre from 31st July to 14th August, at times giving
excellent views.

Red Kite
Singles were noted in flight over Sizewell 21st July; North Warren 28th July; Benacre
13th August and Trimley Marshes 31st August.

Hen Harrier

A first summer male over summering in the Falkenham/Kingsfleet area was an
unusual record. The first migrants appeared at Minsmere 29th September followed
by singles at Benacre and Orfordness 30th September.

Montagu’s Harrier
A ringtail flew west over West Row August 6th then a juvenile was on Orfordness
and a male was reported from Levington Creek 31st August.

Osprey

One at Shingle Street 3rd August was the first of the period. Thereafter, singles were
noted during August at Lakenheath Fen 7th; Cavenham 16th; Minsmere 27th and
the River Orwell 29th. During September, singles were noted at Worlingham 1st;
Lound water works 12-16th; Minsmere 13-14th; west over Worlingham 18th; south
over Flixton and east over Mendlesham 20th and finally south over the River Orwell
22nd.
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Merlin
One adult female on Orfordness from 5th August was an early returning bird.

Saker
An adult was seen well at Landguard 10th September before it flew off south over
the river.

Peregrine Falcon

A juvenile was noted over Havergate Island 18th August and then in the surrounding
area thereafter until rather sadly, what was presumably this bird was picked up dead
in Sizewell during September. The pair of adults had both returned to their usual
crane in Felixstowe Docks by early September but breeding was not suspected.

Common Crane

Two pairs summered at Lakenheath Fen where one pair laid two eggs, constituting
the first East Anglian Fens breeding attempt for 400 years. Unfortunately though, no
young were reared. The only record away from Lakenheath was of four flying north
over Oulton 31st July.

Pied Avocet
A count of over a 1000 roosting birds on Havergate Island 8th September is
noteworthy.

Stone Curlew
A count of 121 in the west of the county 6th September appears to be a new Suffolk
record.

Little Stint

Five on Orfordness 22nd July were the first returning birds. August saw small
numbers on the coast with nine on Orfordness on 20th being the highest count
while one at Micklemere on 23rd was the only inland record. September again saw
small numbers on the coast with peaks of nine at Minsmere 24th-25th; 15 Minsmere
and 18 Orfordness on 30th. Micklemere again provided the only inland bird from
7th-9th.

White-rumped Sandpiper
An adult was on Orfordness from 5th-8th August and an adult was on Breydon south
shore 14th August.

Pectoral Sandpiper
One on Orfordness 5th August and one on Tinker’s Marsh 25th September were
surprisingly, after recent years, the only records for the period.

Curlew Sandpiper

Three adults Minsmere 20th July; three adults Trimley Marshes 21st July and 12
adults Orfordness 22nd July were the first returning birds. Small numbers were
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noted on the coast throughout August although a count of 108 adults on Orfordness
on 19th was exceptional. September again saw small numbers widespread on
the coast with a peak of 22 on Orfordness on 15th. Four birds at Micklemere from
6th-9th September were the only truly inland records although small numbers
of birds were seen regularly in the Melton roost of waders through much of
September.

Purple Sandpiper

One amongst the roost at Melton on 6th September is an interesting record. Further
records during September included one Lowestoft 16th; one Landguard 17th-18th
and three Felixstowe from 20th-22nd.

Jack Snipe
One at Felixstowe Ferry 27th September was not surprisingly the only record for the
period.

Whimbrel

One showing features normally associated with either the American race
hudsonicus or the Asian race variegatus flew south past Lowestoft and then
Southwold 26th July.

Marsh Sandpiper
One possible was seen briefly on Trimley Retreat 31st August but despite subse-
guent extensive searching, it could not be relocated.

Lesser Yellowlegs
One juvenile was found on Tinker’s Marsh during the afternoon of 25th September.
It was still present the next morning but it had disappeared by lunchtime.

Wood Sandpiper

One on Orfordness 22nd July and a report of one at Hen Reedbeds 24th July were
the first returning birds. Approximately ten birds were noted on the coast during
August from 5th onwards although the only multiple record was of two at Boyton
from 20th-24th. Inland records included one at Thorington Street Reservoir on 10th
and one at Micklemere from 12th-16th. The only September record involved a late
bird at Minsmere on 28th.

Grey Phalarope
Singles flew south at Landguard on 26th and 30th September.

Pomarine Skua
The first bird of the autumn was reported off Southwold 15th July. Only two August
records involving one off Southwold 5th; two south at Landguard 22nd. September
produced one north Lowestoft on 8th; one south Southwold on 10th; three off
Southwold on 11th; one off Lowestoft on 15th; one Benacre Broad 25th and one
Landguard 30th.
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Arctic Skua
Eighty-one and 42 flying south past Southwold and Felixstowe respectively on 22nd
August were the peak counts.

Long-tailed Skua

A juvenile reportedly off Thorpeness 31st August was the first record of the period. A
total of 16 records were noted for September with nearly all of these coming from
Kessingland, Lowestoft and Southwold with one south past Minsmere on 4th
September being the only record to break the monopoly. As proven here, this is still
a tricky species to see offshore in the south of the county.

Great Skua
Records were thin with singles off Southwold 11th August and Landguard 16th
August before eight were noted off Southwold 29th September.

Mediterranean Gull

Five pairs nested at Minsmere from which five juveniles were fledged despite two
pairs failing. A count of 18 from Trimley Marshes 26th July was notable while double
figure counts from Landguard during September were not unusual.

Little Gull

Decent counts were made at Minsmere during July starting at 20 on 19th rising to 42
by 31st. Thirty-five were noted off Sizewell 17th August before at least 70 were
present there on 20th-21st August. Sixty flew south past Southwold 22nd August
afterwhich numbers dropped a little although Sizewell still produced 40 on 5th
September and 25 on 22nd September. Smaller numbers were noted elsewhere on
the coast throughout the period.

Sabine’s Gull

Juveniles were noted south Southwold and north Covehithe 10th September; south
Lowestoft 16.30hrs then Southwold 16.45hrs 15th September and off Felixstowe and
Landguard 24th September.

Caspian Gull

The returning bird with a Kiev ring was noted at Southwold from 13th August. Singles
and twos were then noted on the Blyth Estuary, Minsmere, Southwold and inland at
Great Livermere throughout the period.

Yellow-legged Gull
The highest count of the period was 17 on the Blyth Estuary 27th August.

Bridled Tern
A species of tern thought to be probably of this species was seen off Southwold 15th
August.

Black Tern
Only small numbers were noted on the coast from 25th July with peak counts of 30
off Sizewell 20th-21st August. Only two birds were reported during September.
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White-winged Black Tern
A moulting adult graced Minsmere 22nd-23rd August.

Sandwich Tern
One in the west of the county at Blackbourne Valley on 23rd August was notable.

Arctic Tern

Very small numbers were noted at Minsmere and Sizewell from 4th July through to
September before 13 and 11 were counted of Sizewell 17th and 22nd September
respectively. A juvenile was reported from Redgrave Lake 26th September.

Roseate Tern
An adult Minsmere 10th July with two adults present there 11th July and a juvenile
past Landguard 23rd August were the only reports.

Razorbill
A single off Corton 22nd August; two seen off Orfordness 29th August and one north
Lowestoft 11th September were the only reports of the period.

Long-eared Owl
One Gorleston and one Landguard 27th September were the first records of autumn
passage birds.

Short-eared Owl
One Benacre 30th September was the first record of an autumn passage bird.

European Nightjar
One at Landguard 6th September was only the sixth record for the Observatory.

Common Swift
One over Brettenham 22nd September was the last report of the period.

Eurasian Wryneck

Singles during August were noted at Landguard 21st-27th; Little Welnetham 24th;
Minsmere and North Warren 25th and Shingle Street 25-26th. There were also two
present at Minsmere 21st-22nd August. Only one was seen during September, this
being on Orfordness on 22nd.

Richard’s Pipit
One was seen at North Warren 11th September.

Red-flanked Bluetail
One female/immature was seen briefly by one lucky observer along the old railway
line at Corton 28th September.

Ring Ouzel

Two at Landguard and one at Corton 27th September were the first of the autumn.
Thereafter small numbers were seen along the coast whilst notably, one was inland
at Long Melford 30th September.
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Fieldfare
One at Landguard 26th September was the first autumn record noted.

Redwing
One at Orfordness 9th September was the first autumn record noted.

Cetti’s Warbler
This summer saw the first confirmed breeding record for West Suffolk.

Barred Warbler
Landguard provided the only two records of the period with singles on 25th August
and 27th-30th September.

Greenish Warbler
Considering the number reported in Norfolk, only one elusive individual at Gunton
24th August was hardly a fair share!

Yellow-browed Warbler
One Dunwich and one Lowestoft 27th September; one Felixstowe and one
Minsmere 28th to 29th September.

Wood Warbler
Singles were ringed at Landguard and Creeting St Mary 8th August and Thorpeness
17th August while birds were reported from Lound 28th July and 16th August.

Firecrest
One at Landguard 8th September was the first autumn record noted. Small numbers
were seen thereafter along the coast.

Spotted Flycatcher
One on Orfordness 30th September (during the SOG meeting) was a notably late
record. Numbers of autumn migrants were very poor.

Red-breasted Flycatcher
One was at Easton Bavents 18th-20th September and another probable was seen
briefly at Corton 28th September.

Pied Flycatcher

One at Landguard 12th August was the first autumn record noted. Three at
Landguard 27th September was the only multiple record as the number of autumn
migrants was poor. One at Shingle Street 30th September was the last record of the
period.

Eurasian Golden Oriole

Three pairs nested at Lakenheath Fen this year with at least three of the young
fledging.
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Great Grey Shrike

Singles were noted at Landguard and Corton 28th September and Lowestoft,
Minsmere and Orfordness 29th September with the Minsmere bird still present to
30th at least.

Hooded x Carrion Crow
Singles were at Kessingland Zoo 28th August and Hopton 29th September.

European Serin
An unusual record involved a first summer male which was present at Landguard
for the morning of 6th July only.

Common Redpoll
Singles at Landguard 28th and 30th September were early records of a species not
normally seen in Suffolk until at least mid-October.

Lapland Longspur
Singles were noted at Corton 21st-22nd September and Dunwich 23rd September.

Snow Bunting
One at Walberswick 22nd September was the first autumn record noted.

Looking back — October to December 1957 and 1932

Philip Murphy
elected highlights from the 1957 and 1982 Suffolk Bird Reports for the period
October to December.

50 years ago

The most spectacular avian visitor to Suffolk during the last three months of 1957
was a male Snowy Owl at Walberswick on 2nd November; the same bird had been
noted a few days before this date at Westleton. This was the first Snowy Owl to
have been recorded in Suffolk since 9th February 1885 when one was shot at
Landguard. The only other major rarity during this period was an immature Black-
crowned Night Heron at Blythburgh, 24th November; it was noted that this bird was
not particularly wary and the possibility of its being an escapee could not be
excluded.

Wildfowl totals included some particularly impressive figures. The Stour Estuary
herd of Mute Swans peaked at 750 in October and November - such totals have not
been recorded at this site since the 1960s. Eurasian Wigeon numbers — 6,000, Alde
Estuary, 9th November; 4,700 Stour Estuary, 24th November and 5,000, Havergate
Island in December. Also in December, the Orwell Estuary hosted 50 Red-breasted
Mergansers and ten Common Eiders. Brent Geese were relatively scarce birds in the
late 1950s, and the county’s maximum in the last quarter of 1957 was only 140 on
the Stour Estuary, 22nd December.
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Wader reports make interesting reading. A gathering of Stone-curlews at Risby,
near Bury St Edmunds, peaked at 100, 11th October. On the coast, the last Pied
Avocets were recorded on 22nd October on Havergate Island where there was a
very late Temminck’s Stint on 14th October. The county’s only record of Grey
Phalarope in 1957 occurred on 5th October at Reydon where there was also a late
Curlew Sandpiper on 2nd November and a presumed over wintering Little Stint on
18th December.

Most years witness the occurrence of at least one notably late summer migrant
and 1957 was no exception, with the remarkable sighting of a European Nightjar at
Worlingham, near Beccles, on 1st November — this remains as the latest ever to be
recorded in Suffolk. Other late migrants included a Hoopoe, Eriswell, 13th October;
Barn Swallow, Southwold, 28th November; Ring Ouzels in November at Walbers-
wick, 17th and Lowestoft, 20th and Northern Wheatear, Sutton, 10th November. The
last Blackcap was on 7th October at Walberswick (but the final Common Chiffchaff
had been on 29th September) and an over wintering Common Greenshank was
present on the River Stour between Flatford and Cattawade in November and
December.

A small invasion of Bohemian Waxwings was noted from 2nd November with
reports from 11 sites and peaks of 32, Lowestoft, 6th December and 30, Aldeburgh
from mid-November to mid-December. As many as 200 Snow Buntings were at
Benacre in December.

Miscellaneous reports were of the county’s first record of an over wintering
Eurasian Spoonbill on the Deben Estuary at Hemley, 26th December and a Little Auk
in a chicken run at Sudbourne, 11th November.

25 years ago

True to form for Suffolk, an addition to the county list in this period proved to be
very controversial. A small Calidris found on pools at Felixstowe Ferry on 30th
October soon had the county’s, and indeed the nation’s, senior birders puzzling over
its identification. This wader remained in the Felixstowe Ferry area until at least 14th
April 1983. It was considered by the majority of its observers to be a Western
Sandpiper, but the accurate identification of stints was still in its infancy in the early
1980s. What came to be known as the “Felixstowe stint”, was submitted to the
British Birds Rarities Committee as being a Western Sandpiper. However, after much
consultation with international wader identification experts, it was finally accepted
four years later as being a particularly long-billed Semipalmated Sandpiper, the first
for Suffolk. The reasons for this acceptance were published in the December 1986
issue of British Birds and were further reinforced in 1992 by Millington and
Vinicombe in Birding World 5: 433-437.

Shortly after the discovery of the Semipalmated Sandpiper, fresh to strong south-
easterly winds in the first week of November resulted in one of the most impressive
offshore passages ever recorded off the Suffolk coast. The dominant species was the
Brent Goose with at least 21,000 recorded flying south during 4th to 7th including an
albino which was located later at Foulness in Essex. Additional highlights of this
massive southerly movement included 2,741 Eurasian Wigeon, 474 Northern Pintail,
10 Greater Scaup, 101 Common Eiders, 3 Long-tailed Ducks, 3,098 Common Scoters,
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39 Velvet Scoters, 63 Common Goldeneye, 285 Red-breasted Mergansers, 4,310
Dunlin, 150 Little Gulls and 2 Glaucous Gulls.

Rarer species in October involved Corn Crake, Covehithe, 30th; Pectoral Sand-
piper, Minsmere, 2nd to 4th; Lesser Yellowlegs, Minsmere, 8th to 14th (5th county
record); Hoopoe, Charsfield, mid-month; Icterine Warbler, Lowestoft, 7th and Red-
breasted Flycatcher, Lowestoft, 5th. The only November rarity was a Green-winged
Teal, Minsmere 13th to 17th and in December, three Greenland White-fronted
Geese, Livermere Lake, 7th to 13th. A White Stork, present since 5th June, was
noted in the Frostenden area throughout this period.

The sea off Minsmere was excellent for divers on 10th December with 190 Red-
throated (a noteworthy total in the early 1980s), 7 Black-throated (which remains as
the largest gathering ever recorded in Suffolk) and 2 Great Notherns. An excellent
inland sighting involved a Black-necked Grebe and 2 Slavonian Grebes at Thorington
Street Reservoir, Stoke-by-Nayland, 30th October. A Eurasian Spoonbill was noted on
the coast between Minsmere and Felixstowe in mid-November; what is assumed to
have been the same bird was on Havergate Island from 23rd December to the year’s
end.

Immigration of Bewick’s Swans was particularly well-marked on 15th November
when birds were noted heading westwards over Ipswich (44), Felixstowe Ferry (40),
Brantham (30) and Lakenheath (20).

The most intriguing raptor sighting was that of a Northern Goshawk flying in from
over the sea at Sizewell, 6th November. By the year’s end, at least 30 Hen Harriers
were present in the county. Very impressive coastal totals of Short-eared Owls
involved 70 in October and 50 in November.

There was a host of interesting wader sightings; pick-of-the-bunch involved a
Little Stint, Havergate Island, 3rd December; a late Curlew Sandpiper, 5th to 7th
November at Lowestoft where 33 Purple Sandpipers were present in November;
11,050 Dunlin, Stour Estuary, December; 30 Jack Snipe, Oulton Broad marshes, 31st
October; 200 Common Snipe, Minsmere, October; the Orwell’s only Black-tailed
Godwit record of the year in Ipswich Docks, 30th December; a late Wood Sandpiper,
Minsmere, 14th and 15th October and six coastal records of Grey Phalarope in
November.

The year’s notably late migrants were a Common Tern, Minsmere, 7th
November; Arctic Tern, Lowestoft/Benacre area, 15th to 18th December; four
Common Swifts on the coast in November up to 11th (Gunton); two Sand Martins,
Sizewell, 2nd December; Barn Swallow, Dunwich, 14th December; seven
December records of House Martin up to 14th (Dunwich); Northern Wheatear,
Landguard, 15th November; Willow Warbler, Felixstowe, 16th November and Pied
Flycatcher, Landguard, 7th November. The Arctic Tern, Willow Warbler and Pied
Flycatcher remain as the latest-ever recorded in Suffolk. It also remains a record
that on 2nd December it was possible to see Sand Martin, Barn Swallow and House
Martin all at Sizewell.

Visible migration of sparrows and finches flying south over Landguard was superb
in October with totals for the month of 560 House Sparrows; 660 Eurasian Tree
Sparrows; 2,200 European Greenfinches; 5,500 European Goldfinches; 3,600
Common Linnets and 530 Twite.
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To round off this summary of a wonderful three-month period for exciting birds in
Suffolk, there were sightings of a Velvet Scoter on Alton Water, 13th November; a
Pomarine Skua flying around Southwold Lighthouse, 31st December; the remains of
a Water Rail at a Barn Owl’s roost site, Reydon 8th December and a tailless Great
Grey Shrike, Covehithe, 4th December which, as the SBR said, “must have found its
sentinel duties distinctly hazardous at such a windswept site”.

Book Reviews
“Richard Meinertzhagen’ by Brian Garfield, Potomac, 2006

Richard Attenborrow

any of you will remember Mark Cocker’s spellbinding talk on Col. Richard

Meinertzhagen at an SOG indoor meeting some years ago. Not a few of us then
read his 1989 biography of the Colonel. Now there’s a new book by an American
called Brian Garfield, and its subtitle “the life and legend of a colossal fraud” shows
you the authorial slant. It concentrates mainly on the James Bond like feats of
military daring and espionage, from rescuing damsels in distress to leaving
haversacks with false battle plans behind enemy lines or nonchalantly massacring
hordes of Johnny Foreigner. He claims to have slaughtered so many living creatures
that when his wife died in a shooting accident, there were rumours of murder or
Russian Roulette.

There is one chapter on his well-documented theft of bird specimens from
museums to pass off as ones he’d shot on his travels, which points out the cost to
conservation of trying to unravel the fraud so that naturalists could know whether
an endangered species had actually lived where he claimed. Whenever you're
reading an ornithological work, just note how many times his name is mentioned
to realise what casting doubt on the truth of what he says could mean. What-
ever you believe, and certainly Brian Garfield has gathered some impressive
evidence to refute some generally accepted stories, this is an absorbing and enter-
taining read.
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SOG - who we are, what we do

OG is the Group for people interested in the birds of
Suffolk, and provides a network and a voice for
birdwatchers in the county. The Group is administered by
Suffolk birdwatchers for Suffolk birdwatchers, keeping
them in touch with what is going on and with each other.
Through the Group’s Council, SOG has good links with
other naturalist and conservation organisations in the
region.

SOG organises an extensive programme of field meet-
ings, an opportunity for members, young or old, novice or
expert, to see birds, and to share camaraderie with fellow
enthusiasts.

Indoor meetings are held in Ipswich and Bury St
‘ Edmunds, with quality speakers entertaining members

’ with slides and stories of birds, both local and from
around the world.

The Group’s bulletin, The Harrier, published quarterly,
keeps members in touch with what’s going on — stories
about birds, conservation, reserves, and people.

SOG organises and promotes surveys and projects on
the birds of Suffolk, with an opportunity for members to
participate. SOG is also able to support worthwhile
projects through bursaries.

Membership of SOG is open to anyone with an interest

in the birds of Suffolk. For details of membership, contact: Andrew Gregory, 1 Holly
Road, Ipswich IP1 3QN.
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