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Welcome to Harrier 152. For anyone looking for an update of ‘Suffolk listers’, my

apologies, its not here; I have deferred this until the next Harrier or hopefully

this will become live on the SOG website. And further apologies to members and to

other interested birders that the SOG website is still inoperable – we are working on

this: Gi Grieco, helped by Mike Swindells, is carefully considering the best way

forward, which will be agreed by Council in March and every effort will be made to

get the site up and running as soon as possible.

I have received some very helpful comments and suggestions on things to think

about for improving The Harrier and will be considering these with the Editorial

Group; hopefully some minor changes for the better will creep in during our

production of the next few editions, but any major changes will probably be taken

up for next year. Thank you to everyone who made suggestions; and further feed -

back is always welcome. 

I welcome below, a guest editorial from Steve Piotrowski, Honorary President of

SOG.

Whether you’re an active birder or a casual one, you ought to be taking part in

the BTO’s national atlas work; otherwise you will most certainly be missing

out. On 1st November 2007, the BTO embarked on the most comprehensive and

ambitious surveys in ornithological history and I cannot praise them enough for the

meticulous planning that ensured the survey got off to a flying start. What’s the

difference between this survey and previous ones? Well, the winter and summer

fieldwork has been combined and this project is so much fun! In this wonderful new

cyberspace age, we are able to enter our results online minutes after returning from

the field and watch the distribution maps build as our personal records are added

to the national database. 

Work on the first national atlas of breeding birds started in April 1968 and it was

then viewed with a great deal of trepidation by ornithologists throughout the

country, most deeming it to be an impossible task! The work was solely to deter -

mine the distribution of Britain’s breeding birds, so once each species had been

“ticked off” in a particular 10-km square, then it could be forgotten. There were no

counts needed to determine densities.

You really had to be “in the know” to have any idea that fieldwork was taking
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place and the project was poorly publicised. The fieldworkers were those known by

the senior ornithologists of that day, G. B. G. Benson was then the BTO Rep and, of

course, he didn’t have the army of birdwatchers to call upon for help as Mick Wright

has today and there was no SOG! I remember finding out about the atlas during a

casual visit to the museum in 1973 and, although some of my records were added

retrospectively, I was gutted that I had missed out on the fieldwork. I received my

copy of the atlas, following a pre-publication offer, and I set about studying the

Suffolk distribution maps. There was a set of transparent overlays, part of the pre-

publication offer, which helped determine the 10-km squares, the county

boundaries, habitats, rivers, etc. One West Suffolk 10-km square stood out like a sore

thumb – TL97 – which held the small town of Ixworth, a long section of the River

Blackbourne and the Euston Estate. Farm and woodland birds were then abundant,

so why very common species such as Starling, Chaffinch and Goldfinch could only

be listed as “probably breeding”, in the whole 10-km square, was a mystery. I found

that the number of species recorded there to be woefully inadequate and how I

would have loved to have covered it.

There was far more planning during the run-up to the Winter Atlas (1981/82 to

1983/84) and the next breeding atlas (1988 to 1993) and a Suffolk atlas working

group was formed to administer the fieldwork for the latter. I was proudly the

coordinator for TM45, a nice coastal square with plenty of birds. Counts were

requested for both surveys to determine densities. A breeding atlas of the birds of

Suffolk was proposed, but eventually the maps were incorporated into The Birds of

Suffolk. Coverage was 100%, which was a fantastic effort and two years extra

fieldwork was completed in a bid to locate nocturnal species such as Tawny Owl.

As I am writing, we are nearing the end of the first of the four Winter Atlas periods

and early and late winter counts have so far been submitted for over 200 tetrads

from the 270 odd that had been allocated in Suffolk. Most of the coast has been

covered, but there are some glaring gaps in mid and west Suffolk. Please contact

Mick if you are able to help out.

This current atlas work is probably the last hurrah for many ornithologists of today

and almost certainly for Mick and I, so take part and don’t regret missing out in

participating. The fieldwork is not too onerous, although you need to be familiar

with basic songs and calls if you are going to take on Timed Tetrad Visits (TTV). If

you are not confident in covering a TTV, then why not become a “Roving Recorder”

where you basically form a tick list for each tetrad visited? This helps determine

distribution and fills in gaps that are missed during the TTVs.

Mick and I are likely to be a couple of decrepit ol’ buggers when the fieldwork for

the next atlas takes place in 2027, if we are here at all! I would predict that all

fieldworkers will then require some sort of certification to prove they are familiar

with bird songs and calls and data would be entered into the database by hand-held

units as and when the birds are recorded. Perhaps we may even have a device that

identifies the birds for us, but surely that would take the fun away?

For further information, please log on to http://www.bto.org/birdatlas/

2 THE HARRIER –  March 2008

Views expressed in the Harrier are not necessarily those of the editor or
the Suffolk Ornithologists’ Group.

The Harrier No 152:The Harrier No 152  19/3/08  11:31  Page 2



3THE HARRIER –  March 2008

Each autumn we trap warblers at Dingle throughout the main migration period of

August and early September, concentrating largely on reedbed species. Catches

are vastly dominated by first-year birds. Since 2004 we have put in similar manning

effort each year, and used the same arrangement of mist-nets and the same regime

of taped song-playing to attract birds to the net area during early morning. The

recent catches at this site ought therefore to provide a good comparison of passage

numbers from year to year. These should in turn depend largely on the breeding

success of the populations concerned.

Late spring and summer of 2007 were marked by repeated and unusually heavy

spells of rain, which must have had a disastrous effect on species rearing young

birds in open nests. It was feared that autumn warbler numbers at Dingle would be

low, and this was soon borne out when catches of Sedge Warblers and Reed

Warblers in early August were only about 30% their usual level. Things improved

only slightly thereafter, and numbers of other warblers, Whitethroats, Lesser

Whitethroats, Willow Warblers and Grasshopper Warblers, were also well down on

the catches of 2004, 2005 and 2006. 

Catches each year between 1 August and 15 September are given in the table

below for 2004-2007, together with the number of days the site was manned. First

year birds accounted for over 96% of the total warbler catch each year.

Sedge Warbler – Su Gough

Low autumn warbler catches at Dingle, 2007 – the result of a
disastrous breeding season?
David Pearson & Tony Howe
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2004 2005 2006 2007

Days manned 1 Aug-15 Sept 27 32 24 23

Sedge Warbler 950 856 871 277

Whitethroat 118 51 91 38

‘Other warblers’ 210 157 135 84

Total warblers 2070 1996 1815 721

Average daily warbler catch 76.7 62.4 75.6 31.3

2007 daily average as % of that for 2004-2006 44.1
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The average daily catch in 2007 (31.3) was much lower than in any of the pre -

ceding three years, and just 44% of that for 2004-2006 combined (70.9). Corres -

ponding percentage figures for the three main species were: Reed Warbler 47%,

Sedge Warbler 37% and Whitethroat 53%. When catches for August-October were

examined, Blackcap (30% of mean 2004-2006 catch) and Chiffchaff (54%) were also

well down. Several resident species trapped regularly at Dingle were also in reduced

numbers this year, notably Blue Tit, Wren, Dunnock and Reed Bunting. Just six first

year Cetti’s Warblers were ringed, compared with 26 in 2006 and 28 in 2005. This is

all the more significant as the number of singing male Cetti’s around the

Walberswick reedbeds was at its highest point ever in spring 2007.

Overall, trapping figures at Dingle would indicate a 50-65% relative breeding

failure in 2007 in the populations of Acrocephalus and other warblers using the

site in autumn, as well as very poor local breeding success in several resident

species. 

K ittiwakes have enjoyed good breeding success on the

purpose-built wall in Lowestoft Harbour and at the

overflow colony on nearby Claremont Pier, fledging

1.24 and 1.5 chicks per nest respectively in 2007,

at a time when northern colonies have been

struggling. The near-failure of some of these latter colonies

has been attributed to food-shortages in the breeding season,

in particular of the lesser sandeel (Ammodytes marinus).

Industrial fishing for these in some areas of the North Sea may

be implicated in the shortage and has led to the banning of

these fisheries near major seabird colonies in the northern

isles.

In the last four seasons, chicks in accessible nests at

Lowestoft (and a few adults) have been ringed. During the

handling process the birds often regurgitate their last meal.

This may be a defence mechanism or an involun-

tary reaction but none of those birds involved suffered

any discernible adverse effects. In 2007, 16 samples of

A fishy tale – the diet of Lowestoft Kittiwakes
Colin Carter

Kittiwake – Su Gough
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regurgitated fishy matter were saved in plastic specimen bags in the hope that

examination of the contents would give some clues as to where and on what the

birds were feeding.

Derek Eaton from the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science

at Lowestoft kindly analysed the 16 samples. This introduced us to the esoteric skill

of fish identification from such evidence as scales and otoliths (ear-bones), and to

scientific generic groups such as clupeids (sprats and herrings) and teliosts (bony

fishes) of which the five sandeel species are members. Most of the remains were of

large (more than 1-year old, known as 1+) sandeels (Ammodytes sp. probably

tobianus), in lumps up to 150 mm long, and Derek described some as being as thick

as his finger. Sandeels were present in 15 of the 16 regurgitates. There were also 4

pink shrimps (Pandalus montagui) in one sample, from an adult bird. Only two

samples contained remains of sprats (Sprattus sprattus) and one sample was

composed of a single 126 mm Whiting (Merlangius merlangus), thought possibly to

have been a picked-up discard from a trawler. There were no pipefish. Encouraged

by Dr Peter Dare, Derek sent the (refrozen) samples for more detailed analysis to Dr

Mike Harris at The Centre for Ecology and Hydrology at Banchory Research Station,

Aberdeen. Mike has for some years been conducting research into Kittiwakes’ diet

and feeding habits on the Isle of May and confirmed the initial identification of the

samples, again finding “older” sandeels in 15 of them. He also found the mandible

of a polychaete worm (lugworm-type, apparently not unusual) and agreed the

Whiting was just that, although he suggested that based on German gull research,

the fish could have been live-caught.

Most interesting of all, we learned that Mike’s analysis of 19 samples from the Isle

of May in 2007 showed 14 had 0-group (small, young-of-the-year) sandeels, 1 “older”

sandeel, 8 clupeids (probably sprats) and 7 pipefish: a very different result from ours

at Lowestoft. The fact that the Lowestoft samples contained older sandeels than did

the Isle of May samples could be significant, as research has shown that breeding

success in Kittiwakes is linked to a certain degree with sandeel size, as well as

availability. Small (0-group) sandeels have a much lower energy value than older,

larger ones (Lewis et al., 2001).

We have no data yet on productivity in Scottish and northern English colonies but

there is plenty of anecdotal evidence that colonies have fared poorly. John Coulson

(pers. comm.) reported that most of the regurgitates at his study colony at Coquet

Island, Northumberland, consisted entirely of small sandeels and that 20% of his

ringed chicks died before fledging.

So what does this all mean? Fat sandeels have a higher calorific value than small

0-group sandeels but if the adults have to fly long distances to find them the value

is reduced. Derek Eaton surmised that the Lowestoft birds fed near the off-shore

banks like the Newcome Sands, which would qualify as local. Pink shrimps are

normally found in deeper waters but apparently have a habit of swarming to the

surface, particularly at dusk. At least our birds have not been reduced to feeding

on pipe-fish, which hardly seem to be nourishing – luckily the huge spread of

pipefish in Scotttish waters has not reached us yet. Wherever our Kittiwakes feed

during the summer, they are finding plenty of food for their chicks. Next year our

investigations will be repeated under the supervision of Mike Harris, in an effort to

The Harrier No 152:The Harrier No 152  19/3/08  11:31  Page 5



find out more in order to help not only our birds but those further north.

It seems all the more important to encourage the Lowestoft colonies at a time

when so many are failing elsewhere, particularly as the only other East Anglian

Kittiwake colony, at Sizewell, is likely to be displaced as the “A” power station is

decommissioned and the outfalls dismantled.

[Ed note: plans have been discussed for additional nesting walls to be provided at

Lowestoft as an attempt to compensate for the eventual loss of the Sizewell rigs.]

Acknowledgements:
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What on earth is happening to

our beloved country when I

am resorting to writing about the

decline of “spadgers or sprogs” as I

have affectionately known House

Sparrows since childhood? The

population across the whole of

Britain has been in decline since

the 1970s and House Sparrow is

now officially on the UK red list of

endangered species due to a

population decline of over 50% in

the last 25 years. Serious stuff

indeed!

At Landguard we have been

largely shielded from this decline,

until now that is. This species was

formerly so abundant that the

amount of time observers spent on

recording them was pitifully small.
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House Sparrow – Su Gough

House Sparrow decline at Landguard
Nigel Odin
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In the 1980s and ’90s the only notable counts were of migrants passing south

overhead in the autumn. This visible migration no longer occurs. In the early days of

the observatory very few were ringed with the British Trust for Ornithology actively

encouraging people not to ring them. Landguard Bird Observatory started ringing

House Sparrows in numbers in 1986 but as the species was still very common and

if the ringers were busy then they were released without ringing. Twenty years ago

back in 1987, 566 new House Sparrows were ringed. The numbers ringed in the

years following this varied partly dependent on the amount of time spent on the

species by individual ringers. The peak year for new birds ringed was 1995 when 688

were done. Numbers remained fairly high up to 2004 when 390 new birds were

ringed. The national decline across the UK had not taken hold at Landguard up to

this point. Annual ringing totals then declined to 186 in 2005, 50 in 2006 and a paltry

15 in 2007. This amounts to a decline of nearly 98% in the number ringed compared

with twelve years ago. None of the observers at Landguard ever thought this would

happen here as the decline in this species had largely been a problem for others, not

us.

The number of breeding pairs at Landguard has plummeted. Accurate

documented counts of the number of pairs present has varied and was dependent

on whether the entire recording area was counted or not. In my time at Landguard

(since 1989) no more than two pairs have ever nested in the Bird Observatory

compound and none at all have nested in the two traditional nesting holes in the

past five years. Censusing the main fort complex has never been easy but as recently

as ten years ago 30 to 35 pairs bred whereas in 2007 none were known to nest. The

other main colony is around the cottage where six pairs nested ten years ago.

Counts around the cottage have been into double figures in the more distant past

with nests even built in the bushes around this colony due to all the possible nesting

sites being occupied. The replacement of the garage doors at the cottage restricted

access to nesting sites with some nest boxes put up as alternative nest sites. In 2007

the only five pairs known to have bred at Landguard were in these nest boxes plus

the old electricity box (which fell apart earlier this winter). Back in the 1970s the

competition for nesting sites across the whole peninsular even resulted in some

pairs building nests in bushes on the Left Battery (known to birders as the Icky

Ridge).

Several writers have put theories on paper as to why this decline has occurred in

the UK. As plenty of nesting sites are still available at Landguard and the habitat

hasn’t radically altered over the years the reason for this catastrophic decline in a

once common species is unknown. I can only assume that the current state of the

House Sparrow population is just a sign of a more general malaise in the country

that has just started to affect Landguard.

Of the 15 new birds ringed during 2007 three were new adults trapped in May and

June, ten were juveniles trapped from the end of May to early August and two new

birds were ringed in October (when it is impossible to age them due to the fact that

both the adults and the juveniles have a complete post breeding moult). Also during

2007 only four adult birds were retrapped that had been ringed by the observatory

in previous years. These four birds were originally ringed in 2004 (1), 2005 (2) and

2006 (1). Adult mortality may have been a reason for the decline. I also believe poor

7THE HARRIER –  March 2008
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juvenile productivity must have exacerbated the decline as not only were very few

birds reared by Landguard’s five pairs, very few dispersing birds wandered down

here from the adjoining housing estates and docks. House Sparrows do still exist in

the adjoining built up areas as I saw some on my Timed Tetrad Visits for the BTO’s

winter atlas in December 2007 and January 2008. 

What will 2008 bring? A recovery in the species’ fortunes or extinction at Land -

guard? Will we trap any for ringing? As human beings, what are we doing to our

planet when it is getting to the depressing stage that we have caused the population

of a once abundant bird to decline to its current level. Yes folks, in the last sentence

I did use the words “we” and “depressing” as we are all to blame for the current

sorry state of affairs and although I don’t personally do depression, I do find the

decline in the fortune of House Sparrows extremely worrying.

I recently returned from a trip to Uganda which was one of the most enjoyable

birding holidays I have ever had, which is strange because the main reason for

going was to see gorillas! This is the usual reason tourists have for visiting Uganda and

is something of a mixed blessing because with only three habituated groups (more

to come soon hopefully), each visited by a maximum of eight people per day, this

immediately limits visitor numbers and thus income, despite the high price of

permits. There are several large National Parks with a good selection of wildlife, but

they cannot as yet compete with Kenya or Tanzania for the ultimate safari experi -

ence, mainly because of the widespread slaughter of animals that took place during

their internal struggles. However, from a birdwatching perspective in many ways it is

far superior to the better-known destinations and anyone wishing to experience

African birds would be well-advised to at least consider Uganda. So why?

Firstly, the country itself. It is relatively small, very beautiful, with a tremendous

variety of habitats which because of its size are all easily accessible without vast

amounts of travelling. Being on the Equator, the climate is generally extremely

pleasant with plenty of rain making it very green. By African standards, it is relatively

prosperous as its fertile soil means that crops grow easily, particularly bananas,

which seem to be the staple food. Most villages have a primary school, which is free,

and larger towns have secondary schools with boarding facilities so children do not

have to travel from the villages. There are also many health clinics, and although it

obviously exists, AIDS does not seem to be on the same scale as in other African

countries. The Ugandan people are delightfully friendly and welcoming, which

means that travelling is a tiring business as it involves constantly waving to the

(numerous) children passed on the road. One amusing note is that everybody

seems to have a mobile phone, and ironically the reception is very much better

there than in our part of Suffolk!

How about the birds? Well the Uganda total birdlist is about 750! This includes the

mythical Shoebill, the usual range of African savannah birds, large numbers of

brightly-coloured species such as Bee-eaters, Kingfishers, Rollers, Sunbirds, plus

numerous endemics, particularly montane species – for instance the magnificent

Birding in Uganda
Liz Wicken
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Black Bee-eater, Equatorial Akalat, Red-throated Alethe, Luehder’s Bush Shrike and

Tuhlberg’s Woodpecker. However, what really sets Uganda apart is the quality and

enthusiasm of the local bird guides – I have never encountered such a universally

high standard anywhere. One example of such enterprise was Sam, my birding

guide in the forests at Bwindi – a charming young man of about 18 who could

reproduce all the bird songs manually and who had saved up to buy his own decent

binoculars and telescope, which is no mean feat in a poor country, and shows the

lengths to which these guides will go to improve themselves and the experience of

their clients which is paramount. 

So where to go? The two main National Parks are the Queen Elizabeth (famous

for its tree-climbing lions) and Murchison Falls, which is in the north and a little

further to travel. In addition to normal game/bird drives, both offer boat trips which

provide outstanding birdwatching. Bwindi is the centre for gorilla visits and moun -

tain birds, while chimpanzee tracking takes place in the forests at Kibale. There are

also several other smaller National Parks which are worth a visit, not forgetting Lake

Victoria itself.

What about accommodation? Well, there are all degrees from basic to frankly

luxurious. We stayed at the upper end and the standard was universally excellent –

in fact at one lodge the Vice President of Uganda and his entourage were staying as

well! The only downside was that the amount and quality of food provided meant

that serious dieting was required on return! However, for budget travellers there is

ample choice of cheap (but clean) lodgings or campsites.

And how to do it? There are of course excellent specialist holiday companies

which send groups with their own leader. However in my opinion these are expen -

sive and frankly unnecessary. Two of us had a trip organised by a travel operator

which provided us with our own vehicle and an excellent driver/birdguide Jason,

and it still cost considerably less than a group trip, while allowing us to specify

exactly where we wanted to go and for how long. For the more adventurous, we

also met people who had simply organised a flight and hired a car, and were driving

themselves around, though some of the roads aren’t great. We birded one day at

Bwindi with a serious American lady birder who had her long trip organised by local

legend Alfred T, and she subsequently wrote to tell us that she had seen over 500

species during her visit!

So if you feel like taking the plunge into African birds, or have already been to

other countries in Africa, why not consider Uganda as somewhere completely

different, unspoilt and uncrowded with tourists. I would be pleased to answer any

questions I can if you email me on heather-suffolk@tiscali.co.uk.

Oh yes, and the gorillas were absolutely brilliant too!

The “Norfolk Nibblers” are putting the squeeze on Suffolk. We are all aware of the

ravages of the North Sea eating away at our coastline from the east – but be

warned, there is another, insidious, factor at play which the Suffolk Ornithological
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Beyond the bounds of common sense
John Grant, for the Suffolk Ornithological Records Committee
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Records Committee has steadfastly been fighting against for many months –

“nibbling” from the north.

It is for other agencies to combat the effects of coastal erosion but the dark forces

that the SORC is concerned with are trying to shrink Suffolk in a more subtle way . . .

by changing the county’s boundaries. From an ornithological recording point of view

– and indeed from the point of view of recording all forms of natural history – the

implications of what has been going on over the past few years are enormous.

The matter has become a hot topic in recent years, brought into sharp focus by

the occurrence of rarities such as American Golden Plover and Killdeer in fields

immediately adjacent to the southern shore of Breydon Water, well within Suffolk

under the long-established Watsonian Vice-County system of natural history

recording but in one of the areas “lopped off” Suffolk in 1974 and “transferred” to

Norfolk for local government administrative purposes under an Act of Parliament.

Matters have come to a head, however, with the stated wish by the Association of

County Recorders and Editors to base new “definitive” boundaries on the presently

existing administrative county boundaries rather than maintaining the use of the

geographical ones.

There is such widespread belief that the 1974 shake-up of local government

boundaries actually represented a shift also in geographical boundaries that SORC

co-opted the dogged diligence of Andrew Easton, who has been closely studying

this issue, to help prepare a rebuttal of any attempts to alter recording boundaries. 

Andrew and I had a letter published in Birdwatch magazine last year outlining

Suffolk’s intransigent position on the issue. Our message and that of the SORC was

– and very much still is – that natural history recording should continue to follow the

long-established Watsonian system rather than adopt local government’s transitory

county boundaries that can and do change at the whim of politicians. 

However, the message still does not appear to have sunk in as widely as we would

have wished. For example, Birdwatch magazine (Issue 188, February 2008, page 6)

perpetuates an old myth about recording boundaries. In an article headed “How

to keep a county list” readers are referred to the Ordnance Survey if they wish to

establish where their county boundaries are. No! The Ordnance Survey chooses to

depict administrative boundaries on its maps – the very ones that have been

tinkered with over the years for purposes apparently relating to the provision of local

government services – and the cynical among us might well say for vote-catching

purposes too! They have nothing to do with natural geographical features, or natural

history come to that!

The absurdity of messing about with boundaries has been brought home in some

of Andrew’s latest research. He has discovered that north-west Suffolk used to

extend to as far as Littleport! He has uncovered a map from 1783 (from

“Hodskinson’s Map of Suffolk in 1783” Larks Press) showing this to be the case

and believes an historic bit of boundary “nibbling” was taking place even then,

although the boot seems to have been on the other foot! Even more bizarre are

the certifi cates of births and deaths Andrew has unearthed. They refer to the

“county” of Southend-on-Sea, the “county” of Milton Keynes, the “county” of Bath

and North East Somerset and the “county” of York for example! Who knows, with

the spectre of unitary authorities still looming we may yet one day have the
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“counties” of Ipswich and Norwich to contend with.

And, best of all, Andrew has revealed that, what he calls, “Norfolk’s expansionist

tendencies” can be traced back to at least 1695. On a map he has unearthed from

that year, he says “not only have they got to Fritton Lake they have sailed straight past

Lowestoft and gone for Kessingland Sluice. They’ve nicked the whole of Lizard

Land.” (This is a reference to the Lowestoft Lounge Lizards’ wildlife recording area).

An irony in all this is that precisely such confusion as exists today was anticipated

in a Government statement issued by the then Department of the Environment on 1

April 1974. It said: “The new county boundaries are solely for the purpose of defining

areas of . . . local government. They are administrative areas, and will not alter the

traditional boundaries of counties, nor is it intended that the loyalties of people living

in them will change.”

For a Government department to be so clear and concise is surely something of a

miracle – Yes, Minister, you really can’t say it much more clearly than that!

Inexplicably, there still seems to be a widespread and misguided belief that the

Watsonian Vice-Counties system is somehow outdated and inaccessible to the

general user. Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, in 2002, to mark

the 150th anniversary of H. C. Watson’s Vice-County recording map, the National

Bio diversity Network commissioned newly digitised overlays of the Watsonian Vice

Counties to a scale of 1:10,000 to further facilitate their use in very detailed large-

scale mapping. The resulting CD-ROM is available free of charge from the network

for interested recorders. This task was funded by amongst others the Department for

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and Scottish Natural Heritage. Hardly a

sign of obsolescence – in fact an encouragement of their wider use! Further details

on this project can be found on the webpages of the National Biodiversity Network.

Come what may, the SORC will continue to record to the Watsonian Vice-County

system, which coincides with the geographical boundary of the County of Suffolk –

not that of the present Suffolk County Council or any subsequent combinations of

administrative councils that may in the future cover an area roughly analogous to

that of the county. 

The committee has to do so in any case to comply with its constitution under the

auspices of the Suffolk Naturalists’ Society so that all natural history recording in

Suffolk is unified and, for example, meaningful population trends can be monitored

over the years without distortion brought about by boundaries that shift like the

Saharan sands. 

Further information about the Vice-County system of recording can be found at

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watsonian_vice-counties. This site puts it nicely in a

nutshell when it says the system was introduced by Hewett Cottrell Watson who first

used them in the third volume of his Cybele Britannica published in 1852. He refined

the system somewhat in later volumes. NB: “The vice-counties remain unchanged

by subsequent local government reorganisations, allowing historical and modern

data to be more accurately compared.” Hear, hear!!

Other systems of recording may be adopted in other parts of the country but not

in Suffolk. If the boundaries depicted as Suffolk on, say, a new “definitive” map put

out by the Association of County Recorders and Editors differ from those of the

County of Suffolk they will quite simply be ignored.
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This was an early November visit to Landguard planned to hopefully coincide

with late autumn passage migrants. Despite the weather being reasonable the

birds weren’t in a co-operative mood. Visible migration of finches was confined to

very few birds early in the morning and offshore passage consisted of a few Brents

and Common Scoter, but unfortunately, little else. This left the (almost) resident

male Peregrine and Med Gulls to entertain members. The ringers caught a few

Blackbirds and although I can waffle on for hours about Blackies and their move -

ments many participants (and me) were hoping for a bit more. The only thing that

sticks in my memory was a Blacky with an albino toenail! – not the sort of thing you

notice unless you handle birds.

Several SOG members realised this was not going to be a riveting morning and

they abandoned ship in favour of news of a Lesser Yellowlegs on the Scrape at

Minsmere. Traitors every one of you!. Those stalwarts who stayed adjourned to the

kitchen for some liquid refreshment prior to a perambulation around the peninsular.

During this liquid sojourn a fine Green Woodpecker found a net alongside us giving

all present a rare opportunity for close up views of this species. “My what a sharp bill

and toenails you have” and “are those feet really that far back on the body?”.

Normally Green Woodies only turn up in nets at the end of July and in early August

when no one is here for a ringing demonstration. 

A handful of Redwings, the first of the autumn for some present, also performed

well for us during this tea break. After this we went for a walk around the reserve,

but to be honest, we saw more whilst drinking tea than on the walk round during

which, I personally, can’t remember anything of note. But that’s Landguard for you:

often tedious and mediocre, occasionally interesting and on rare occasions one of

the most exciting places on the planet for birding. See you (all?!) on the SOG visits

planned for May and October 2008. For further information on Landguard Bird

Observatory please go to www.lbo.org.co.uk.

Abright and sunny morning greeted 10 members as we gathered in the car park

at Kessingland. There was much banter with regard to what to wear as we got

togged up; on this meeting the previous year some of us in the group got drenched

twice. Gi had laughingly told me on the journey up that he had his water proof pants

on which I relayed to the crowd to much amusement. First stop, of course, was the

Recent Field Meetings

Landguard Bird Observatory – 4 November 2007
Nigel Odin [leader]

Kessingland to Benacre – 25 November 2007
Ashley Gooding [leader]
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sewage works; here we found dozens of Pied Wagtails and a pristine Grey Wagtail

although it gave some members the run-around. 

On the beach there were many fishermen and dog walkers and consequently very

few birds. We flushed a Green Woodpecker from the marram grass as we searched

for Snow Buntings, but without success, although a flock of approximately 200

Greenfinches feeding amongst the shingle was a nice sight. We also had four

Stonechat, Kestrel, Skylark and two Brent Geese flying south.

On the pit south of the sluice was a single Scaup and several Little Grebe. There

is only one pit left on the shoreline now and I wonder how long it will be before this

one is also swallowed up by the sea? We then moved along to Beach Farm to find a

certain field with a wild bird cover strip down one side. Once located we set our

’scopes up and settled down to some bird watching just like the good old days! The

bushes were alive with finches: there were Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Chaffinch,

Brambling, Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting and Linnet, all in good numbers, but the

stars of the show were many Tree Sparrows. We spent quite a bit of time here

admiring such an array of birds.

We pressed on to the Broad, which was now tidal, where there were several

hundred Teal, a few Gadwall and a Goldeneye. We had lunch sitting on the trees

washed out of the cliffs in lovely sunshine and did a spot of sea watching as we

munched our lunch. We had 20+ auks, too distant to safely I.D, eight Red-throated

Divers, Kittiwake, four Gannets and a distant Little Auk. As we were moving off the

beach one member exclaimed “what’s this coming here”, as we swung round to

look two Little Auks flew north along the beach no more than 20m out, giving

excellent views. Yet another Little Auk was seen by some at eye-level as we walked

back along the cliff.

We finished off the meeting around Hamilton Dock in Lowestoft. Here a scan

through the gulls on the roofs produced the hoped for 1st winter Glaucous Gull. In

the dock basin itself were three Shag, two Purple Sandpiper and a Sanderling.

There was an excellent turnout of 16 members for the final meeting of 2007 to the

Ramsholt area bordering the River Deben. A stiff easterly wind kept the

temperature just a few degrees above freezing point but it remained dry with sunny

intervals. From the excellent vantage point at the car park we could scan from right

to left almost 180 degrees of the lower part of the River Deben, Bawdsey Marsh and

surrounding farmland. The stubble fields in the foreground were covered in

Lapwing and Golden Plover and probably exceeded 1,000 birds. Moving down the

road to the Ramsholt Arms we could see the local Harbour Master had set up a

feeding station which attracted a sizeable flock of Blue and Great Tits. A well

concealed female Kestrel perched on the chimney ledge of the pub seemed to be

oblivious to us and was more occupied keeping an eye on matters over at the

feeding station. In front of the pub we turned upstream along the river footpath and

noted a good selection of waders including Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Curlew,

Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit and a tightly bunched flock of Avocet. Three small
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Ramsholt – 15 December 2007
Steve Fryett [leader]
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birds feeding amongst the high-tide marram grass turned out to be a female

Chaffinch, Pied Wagtail and a Rock Pipit.

Continuing to head upstream we passed an area of marsh with several dykes; this

looked so inviting for ducks and geese but was devoid of all birdlife although we did

notice Brent Geese feeding on farmland on the other side of the river near Kirton

Creek. Continuing to the “Rocks” cliff we had another fine vantage point to view

upstream over Waldringfield with Woodbridge in the distance. Great Crested Grebe

was noted here along with the resident Kirton Common Seal. The woodland at the

Rocks held a significant number of thrushes, predominantly Blackbird, although

Redwings could be heard calling with a lone Song Thrush. Finally we reached

Shottisham Creek with a fabulous view of marsh and reedbed lit by the sun and

ringed with a tree lined backdrop. Two Jays were noted before a brief view of a raptor

caught everyone’s attention. Soon we located a very mobile light phase Common

Buzzard in the distant trees before it finally left over grassland heading east. A pair of

Stonechats completed the sightings here. Continuation of the walk upstream would

have entailed a six mile round trek therefore we turned back. We found a lot of bird

activity in the hedgerow by a little cottage at the creek and with keen eyes recorded

Redpoll, Siskin, Chaffinch, Goldfinch and Greenfinch feeding amongst the weeds and

thistles. Unfortunately we had split into two groups with the first too far ahead to get

back for the finch flock; however some of the front group did manage to see a

Kingfisher instead. A flock of 200 Brent Geese flew overhead providing a typical East

Anglian winter scene. A further two Stonechats were noted before the light phase

Buzzard was seen again heading further eastward.
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Kestrel on Ramsholt Arms chimney – Val Lockwood
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Boyton Marsh – 12 January 2008
Steve Fryett [leader]

We left the river bank and crossed the marsh up towards Ramsholt Church where

we noted a 40+ covey of Red-legged Partridge before finally winding our way back

to the car park adding Goldfinch to the day’s sightings. A last look over the Bawdsey

Marsh and surrounding fields from the car park found the light phase Common

Buzzard again, this time sitting on the ground not far away. An excellent day in the

field to round off 2007.

A lthough the sun was shining there was a cold penetrating wind making the day

just a tad uncomfortable. A Kingfisher was the first bird of the day perched very

nicely over a dyke next to the barns for all of the 13 members to see. A pair of

Stonechats was noted; presumably over-wintering, and good numbers of Curlew

were feeding on the grazing marsh with a single Black-tailed Godwit and a few

Redshanks. The marsh overlooking Havergate Island contained several grey geese

but only Canada and Greylag were noted. A female Marsh Harrier hunted the marsh

but the strong sunlight provided difficult conditions to see much else. We headed

upstream along the Butley River towards Burrows Hill noting a single Linnet,

Meadow Pipit and three Reed Buntings. Further sightings of Marsh Harriers were

also noted. The grazing marsh at Ferry Farm held a good number of Wigeon with

one showing a green blaze behind the eye similar to the American Wigeon Anas

americana. However this was definitely a Eurasian Wigeon and was probably just

an aberration. The Moorhen is not a species that gets a mention very often but at

least 12 seen feeding along the dykes were considered noteworthy. Looking over

towards Butley we had the first sightings of Common Buzzard so we quickly walked

up to the summit of Burrows Hill and set up our telescopes. During the next half hour

we noted four Common Buzzard and eight Marsh Harriers in the area of Butley Mills.

At least two male Marsh Harriers were seen including one displaying with a female.

Down on the Butley River we noted a small flock of Avocet before we left Burrows

Hill. The walk back to the car park was uneventful except for a couple of Fieldfare.

For the second part of the day we moved to Shingle Street walking beyond the

Martello Tower in search of the Richard’s Pipit that had been reported recently. En

route we recorded a flock of 54 Linnets but the Pipit remained very elusive as the

meeting drew to a close.

I t would be an understatement to say I was taken aback by the announcement of

Derek’s and my impending birthdays in The Harrier 151! My heartfelt thanks to all

those kind SOG members who sent me cards and gifts. Special thanks to Val and

Ivan Lockwood who purchased a second lovely card and arranged for SOG

members to sign it on the first two Outdoor Meetings of 2008. I was very moved

to receive this and will always treasure it. Thanks also to those members who

SOG News

SOG forever
Jean Garrod
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telephoned me with congratulations and appreciation for the meetings.

Derek rang and completely took me unawares! We were able to recall many

happy memories of people and field meetings, etc dating back to 1978! Ken and I

made the momentous decision to join SOG in that year. In 1982 the then Chairman,

Malcolm Bowling, invited me to join SOG Council and I still have his letter! Derek

helped me to assemble my first programme in the Autumn of 1983. The rest is

history!

It is so rewarding when members tell me how much they learn by going to the

meetings and how glad they are to share the camaraderie that exists amongst our

members. The culminating pleasure of the week for me was when our Chairman,

Adam Gretton, presented me with some lovely flowers before the SOG Council

Meeting on 17th January.

Derek asks me to state he was touched to be remembered but not to be an OAP!

Last but far from least, my sincere thanks to our good friend Philip Murphy, who

instigated all of this.

Good luck to SOG and all who sail in her.

A fter last year’s success I decided that I would participate this year again by

bicycle. I was glad it was not as windy as last year; I thought the fog would be

a problem, but as it turned out it was not too much of a hindrance.

I started at 5.10 am and cycled past nearby Holywells Park where the first bird was

Robin at 5.13. I went on a round trip through Bucklesham and Foxhall and picked up

a few species including Tawny Owl at Brookhill Wood, Foxhall. Back home for some

brekkie and to pick up my gear and headed into Ipswich town centre to visit

Christchurch Park via Victoria Nurseries pond for Mandarin. In the park I managed

to see several species fairly quickly including Nuthatch, Stock Dove, Green and

Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Jay, at least three Treecreepers and Goldcrest.

On to the docks where down New Cut West/Bath St. the regular Kingfisher was

present. Carrying on to Fox’s Marina the female Scaup was present along with

Lesser Black-backed Gull and a few common duck and wader species.

I decided to loop round before going to Wherstead Strand and went through

Bourne Meadows to Bobbit’s Hole where I got Reed Bunting, Stonechat and Jack

Snipe and, in the woods, Siskin. Up past the sewage works along the track to the top

of the Ski slope road and along the A137 and down the road to Jimmy’s Farm. With

the sun trying to break through, in the stubble field behind the house on the corner

with the masts, the bunting/finch flock was present with Corn Bunting and Yellow -

hammer, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Skylark and Meadow Pipit. Back through

Wherstead past the church where I saw Kestrel and out on to Wherstead Strand,

where the fog was thickening again. I picked up the Peregrine on the Orwell Bridge

before it flew off down river (no sign of the Med Gull I had seen recently or the

Black-throated Diver – I was told it was off Woolverstone Marina). A Rock Pipit was

along the shore.

Next to Freston shore down by Stoke Sailing club, where I saw Knot, Dunlin and

SOG New Year’s Day sponsored birdwatch
Gi Grieco
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Black-tailed Godwit along the foreshore, Shag and Goldeneye on the river and in the

trees Coal Tit. I had been told a Chiffchaff was in the hedge by the lay-by but I did

not manage to find it – a Firecrest was also seen there later in the day! Up Freston

Hill and on to Woolverstone Marina where the Black-throated Diver was distant

toward Pin Mill, Brent Geese flew up river and a Common Seal was lying on the end

of the jetty. A Tawny Owl was hooting in the woods behind. 

Back towards Freston where at the Water Tower I saw Red-legged Partridge – and

I foolishly went to find the Chiffy again after I was told it was in the lower lay-by, not

much fun cycling up the hill again after not seeing it for the second time!

On to Alton Water, where en route I saw a large herd of deer including two stags

and further along a Stoat ran across the road. At Alton Water I picked up several duck

species including Gadwall, Shoveler and Teal along with two Slavonian Grebes. I

decided to finish the day at Holbrook Creek and as I arrived a large flock of Field -

fares with some Redwing was present. I went to the sewage works and managed to

find a Grey Wagtail and heard two Little Owls. Out on the Stour were Pintail and Red-

breasted Merganser with lots of waders including Grey, Golden and Ringed Plover.

Back to the track from the car park where in an area of reeds which had been cut

back friends had said they had seen Water Rail. While having a cuppa I heard Cetti’s

Warbler – later hearing two – and as it was getting dark I saw a Water Rail creeping

along the edge of the reeds making the total for the day 94.

I had cycled 20-25 miles and was out for 13 hours – though I only got back late as

between Holbrook and Freston I realised my tyre was going down and I had no

puncture repair kit; I had just had my brakes serviced and they had removed my bag

with kit and pump and not replaced it, which I had not realised until early that

morning! I had to cycle the few miles home slowly with a flat tyre, it was dark and

foggy and I did not fancy walking along small winding roads! My thanks to all who

passed on info and for those sponsoring me.

[Ed comment: Gi raised £90.88 through sponsorship – well done and many thanks.]

I haven’t got too much to report this time around. Most importantly at the moment,

we are still without an editor for the 2007 Suffolk Bird Report but discussions are

ongoing and hopefully this will be positively resolved soon.

At our most recent meeting, we decided that it was time that the constitution of the

SORC was updated as the one we have all been guided by was drafted way back in

time and certainly doesn’t allow for modern day usage! Of course any changes that

we propose will have to be presented to both the SOG and SNS for approval so I shall

be keeping you all up-to-date on the progress of this issue. We also discussed the

‘BTO Bird Atlas’ survey and although there is really very little we can do to help

impact this, I would openly encourage as many of you as possible to participate as

it’s one of the most exciting projects of recent times that we have all had the oppor -

tunity to take part in. It would also be nice to see a large number of submissions to

the SORC of scarcities and rarities found whilst observers were working their tetrads. 
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The Suffolk Ornithological Records Committee
Justin Zantboer
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I will close as always by encouraging you all to get your outstanding records

submitted as soon as possible. On this note, those of you who have already

submitted many records on the excel forms have greatly assisted the County’s

recorders; they wished to express their gratitude through this article. We need more

and more of you to choose this option. If you are unsure as to what this means,

please contact your local recorder and they will explain what it is we are requesting.

One special request from the County recorders is that it would further assist them if

a four figure map reference was included with all of your sightings.

As well as an update on recent decisions, a list of the 2007 records that still require

descriptions is presented below. If you were fortunate enough to see any of the birds

listed, please send in some notes as it’s such a shame to keep losing these records,

but unfortunately it is the only way to preserve consistency! Of course if you have

any queries, please feel free to get in touch.
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01/01/07 Ross’s Gull Landguard C1

01/05/07 Gull-billed Tern x2 Landguard C1

09/03/07-11/04/07 Long-billed Dowitcher Stour Estuary S

13/07/07 Squacco Heron Minsmere C1

26/07/07-30/07/07 Cattle Egret North Warren C1

10/09/07 Saker Landguard S

25/09/07-26/09/07 Lesser Yellowlegs Tinker’s Marsh S

28/09/07 Red-flanked Bluetail Corton S

30/10/07-09/11/07 Lesser Yellowlegs Minsmere S

12/11/07-25/11/07 Penduline Tit x4 Dingle C1

BBRC – 2007 Records update

14/01/07-16/01/07 Ring-necked Duck – Female Loompit Lake, Trimley WJ Brame et al.

(photos) A

22/01/07 Jackdaw (monedula) Southwold S

31/01/07 Jackdaw (monedula) Leiston JH Grant A

08/02/07-10/02/07 Ring-necked Duck – Female Melton G Grieco et al. A

13/02/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Sotterley P

15/02/07 Osprey Glemham N

01/03/07-14/03/07 Green-winged Teal – Male Minsmere JA Rowlands et al. A

28/03/07 Great White Egret – Adult North Warren D Gawin, R Macklin,

G Meager +

D Thurlow (photo) A

10/04/07 Kentish Plover – x2 Benacre Broad P

13/04/07 Alpine Swift Elmswell N

18/04/07 Hoopoe Felixstowe Ferry RQ Skeen A

22/04/07 Black Kite Aldeburgh S

22/04/07 Red-rumped Swallow Landguard PJ Holmes et al. A

25/04/07 Red-rumped Swallow Landguard J Zantboer, C Newman,

N Odin + RQ Skeen A

26/04/07 Hoopoe Polstead L Blackham (photo) A

28/04/07 Purple Heron – Adult Minsmere S

SORC – 2007 Records update

The Harrier No 152:The Harrier No 152  19/3/08  11:31  Page 18



01/05/07 Red-rumped Swallow Landguard P Oldfield A

05/05/07 Dotterel – x2 Landguard PJ Holmes, J Zantboer

et al. (photos) A

13/05/07+15/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier – 2S Male Orfordness MC Marsh, D Crawshaw

+ JR Askins (photos) A

16/05/07 Bee-eater Sizewell Common S

18/05/07-01/06/07 Purple Heron – x3 Minsmere Multi-observer (photos) A

19/05/07 Short-toed Lark Minsmere Dunes M Bonfield, D Fairhurst

et al. (photos) A

20/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier Minsmere S

23/05/07 Icterine Warbler Landguard RQ Skeen et al. (ringed) A

29/05/07 Marsh Warbler Minsmere S

29/05/07 Icterine Warbler Landguard RQ Skeen, J Zantboer et

al. (ringed + photos) A

31/05/07 Bee-eater Dunwich S

31/05/07 Bee-eater Minsmere S

03/06/07-12/06/07 Marsh Warbler – x2 Kessingland C Carter et al. (ringed

+ photo) A

08/06/07+10/06/07 Roseate Tern Landguard N Odin et al. A

09/06/07 Roseate Tern Trimley Marshes P Oldfield, PJ Holmes +

J Zantboer (photos) A

12/06/07-15/06/07

+26/06/07 Roseate Tern Minsmere CA Buttle et al. (photos) A

15/06/07 Great White Egret Sutton S

16/06/07 Puffin Southwold S

28/06/07 Red-footed Falcon – 1S Male Landguard RQ Skeen A

30/06/07 Storm Petrel Southwold S

06/07/07-07/07/07 Storm Petrel – x4 Thorpeness D Thurlow et al. A

07/07/07 Serin – 1S Male Landguard N Odin et al. (photo) A

17/07/07 Great White Egret Minsmere N

31/07/07-14/08/07 Honey Buzzard Benacre RC Smith et al. (photo) A

14/08/07 White-rumped Sandpiper Breydon south shore S

22/08/07-23/08/07 White-winged Black Tern – Minsmere Multi-observer (photos) A

Adult

31/08/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Juvenile Orfordness RQ Skeen, JR Askins

et al. A

10/09/07 Purple Heron – x2 Covehithe S

10/09/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile Southwold S

15/09/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile Southwold S

15/09/07 Puffin – x2 Covehithe S

17/09/07-20/09/07 Great White Egret Walberswick GJ Jobson, CA Buttle,

R Harvey et al. A

18/09/07-20/09/07 Red-breasted Flycatcher Easton Bavents L Townsend et al. A

25/09/07 Great White Egret Landguard S

25/09/07 Pectoral Sandpiper Tinker’s Marsh S

29/09/07 Puffin Covehithe S

02/10/07 Red-breasted Flycatcher Landguard GJ Jobson et al. (photos) A
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SORC – 2007 Records update (continued)
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11/10/07 Little Bunting Dunwich Sir A Hurrell et al.

(ringed + photos) A

17/10/07-20/10/07 Great White Egret Minsmere D Fairhurst et al. (photo) A

22/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Landguard RQ Skeen et al. (ringed) A

25/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler East Lane, Bawdsey S

26/10/07-30/10/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile East Lane, Bawdsey PJ Hobbs, NJ Mason

et al. (photo) A

27/10/07 Taiga Bean Goose (x2) North Warren S

30/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Easton Bavents S Howell et al. A

07/11/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile Southwold S

10/11/07 Storm Petrel Felixstowe J Zantboer A

10/11/07 Storm Petrel Southwold JH Grant A

10/11/07 Storm Petrel – x4 Thorpeness D Thurlow A

10/11/07 Puffin Southwold JH Grant + BJ Small A

11/11/07 Storm Petrel Minsmere D Fairhurst A

11/11/07 Storm Petrel Sizewell R Drew A

11/11/07 Storm Petrel Slaughden WJ Brame A

11/11/07 Storm Petrel Slaughden MC Marsh A

11/11/07 Storm Petrel Thorpeness D Thurlow A

11/11/07 Puffin Landguard PJ Holmes et al. A

12/11/07 Storm Petrel Sizewell R Drew A

12/11/07 Storm Petrel Slaughden JH Grant A

12/11/07 Puffin Southwold BJ Small A

20/11/07 Great White Egret Walberswick S

28/11/07 Great White Egret Felixstowe Ferry S

04/12/07 Black Guillemot Southwold S
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SORC – 2007 Records update (continued)

A = Accepted N = Not P = Pended C1 = First C2 = Second S = Submitted

Accepted circulation circulation

16/07/06 Cattle Egret Lakenheath

26/08/06-28/08/06

+ 03/09/06 Baird’s Sandpiper Orfordness

01/10/06+07/10/06 Baird’s Sandpiper Orfordness

07/10/06 Pallid Harrier Blythburgh

28/10/06-29/10/06 Marbled Teal North Warren

28/02/07+09/03/07 Penduline Tit Minsmere

02/05/07 Gull-billed Tern Minsmere

21/05/07-22/05/07 Broad-billed Sandpiper Breydon Water south shore

09/06/07 Great Reed Warbler Waldringfield

15/08/07 Bridled Tern Southwold

24/08/07-08/10/07 Marbled Teal Dingle/Minsmere/Leathe’s Ham

04/11/07-06/11/07 Penduline Tit Minsmere

10/11/07 Snowy Owl Bawdsey

Outstanding BBRC rarity descriptions for 2006/7
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01/01/07 Yellow-browed Warbler Lound

12/01/07-14/01/07 White Stork (colour ringed) Lound

14/01/07; 22/01/07; 07/02/07 Great White Egret Dingle/Walberswick

23/01/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Shottisham Creek

23/01/07 Puffin Southwold

11/04/07 Raven Minsmere RSPB

22/04/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Male Hen Reedbeds

23/04/07 Red-rumped Swallow Dunwich Heath

29/04/07 Black Kite Mildenhall

29/04/07 Black Kite Lakenheath

30/04/07 Roseate Tern Landguard

01/05/07 Roseate Tern Landguard

01/05/07-05/05/07 Hoopoe Halesworth

02/05/07 Honey Buzzard Burgh Castle 

04/05/07 Black Kite Dunwich

06/05/07 Black Kite Minsmere

07/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Male Breydon south wall

12/05/07 Purple Heron Breydon south wall

12/05/07 Honey Buzzard – Adult Haughley

15/05/07 Red-footed Falcon x2 Lackford

22/05/07 Bee-eater Felixstowe Ferry

24/05/07 Honey Buzzard Melton Park

25/05/07 Roseate Tern Minsmere

27/05/07 Great White Egret Minsmere

28/05/07 Roseate Tern Lowestoft

28/05/07 Icterine Warbler x2 Orfordness

31/05/07 Bee-eater Minsmere

31/05/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Woodbridge

01/06/07 Night Heron Santon Downham

02/06/07 Icterine Warbler Lakenheath

10/06/07 Corncrake (calling) Whepstead

13/06/07 Honey Buzzard Bentley

13/06/07 Bee-eater Minsmere

29/06/07-30/07/07 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere

30/06/07 Storm Petrel Thorpeness

10/07/07 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere

11/07/07 Roseate Tern – x2 Adults Minsmere

18/07/07 Honey Buzzard Minsmere

19/07/07 Great White Egret Minsmere

22/07/07 Honey Buzzard Theberton

05/08/07-15/08/07 White-rumped Sandpiper – Ad. Orfordness

06/08/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Ringtail West Row

13/08/07-20/08/07 Red-necked Phalarope – Juvenile Orfordness

23/08/07 Roseate Tern – Juvenile Landguard

24/08/07 Greenish Warbler Gunton

27/08/07 Quail Mutford

04/09/07 Balearic Shearwater Lowestoft
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Outstanding SORC rarity descriptions for 2007
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10/09/07 Great Shearwater (probable) Southwold

10/09/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juv. Covehithe

11/09/07 Balearic Shearwater Lowestoft

11/09/07 Richard’s Pipit North Warren

15/09/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juv. Lowestoft

24/09/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juv. Landguard

24/09/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juv. Felixstowe

26/09/07 Great White Egret Boyton

28/09/07 Red-breasted Flycatcher Corton

01/10/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile Southwold

03/10/07 Corncrake (calling) Belstead

03/10/07-04/10/07 Dusky Warbler Orfordness

04/10/07 Dusky Warbler Orfordness

07/10/07 Lesser Snow Goose Burgh Castle

07/10/07 Lesser Snow Goose Lowestoft

19/10/07 Puffin Kessingland

20/10/07 Great White Egret Orfordness

20/10/07 Great White Egret (2nd bird) Minsmere

20/10/07 Hoopoe Nr Hadleigh

20/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Orfordness

21/10/07 Great White Egret Blythburgh

21/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler Thorpeness

23/10/07 Pallas’s Warbler East Lane, Bawdsey

25/10/07 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile Southwold

26/10/07 Great White Egret Minsmere

26/10/07-27/10/07 Chiffchaff tristis Thorpeness

29/10/07 Great White Egret Blythburgh

04/11/07 Hooded Crow Rushmere

05/11/07 Yellow-browed Warbler Cavenham

11/11/07 Storm Petrel Southwold

11/11/07 Puffin Southwold

13/11/07 Puffin Kessingland

15/11/07 Common Crane Ipswich

19/11/07 Black Brant Holbrook Bay

21/11/07-23/11/07 Chiffchaff tristis Gunton

25/11/07 Richard’s Pipit Orfordness

28/11/07 Great White Egret Felixstowe Ferry

28/11/07 Rustic Bunting Slaughden

29/11/07 Black Brant Falkenham

30/11/07 Whinchat Minsmere

? Richard’s Pipit Iken

11/12/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Icklingham Plains

11/12/07 Puffin Kessingland

13/12/07-29/12/07 Pallas’s Warbler Gunton Warren

14/12/07 Black Brant Loompit Lake, Trimley

15/12/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Cavenham

16/12/07 Black Brant Shotley Marshes

22 THE HARRIER –  March 2008

Outstanding SORC rarity descriptions for 2007 (continued)
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17/12/07-18/12/07 Black Brant Erwarton Bay

21/12/07-23/12/07 Ring-billed Gull – Adult Lackford

23/12/07-31/12/07 Richard’s Pipit Orfordness

26/12/07 Green-winged Teal Oxley Marshes, Hoseley

26/12/07 Chiffchaff tristis Long Melford

30/12/07 Black Brant Trimley Retreat

31/12/07 Black Brant Chelmondiston

31/12/07 Great White Egret Thorpeness Mere

Outstanding SORC rarity descriptions for 2007 (continued)

C arrion, it seems, was not good enough for one Carrion Crow Corvus corone

corone observed on the Sizewell Estate on November 27, 2007. At about

2.45pm, I was searching for a wintering flock of Woodlark Lullula arborea, with Jon

Gibbs when we noticed a Carrion Crow swooping repeatedly, raptor-like, on a Red-

legged Partridge Alectoris rufa as it flew low over a stubble field. The crow then

struck the partridge in flight, forcing it to the ground where it ran, literally for its life

as it turned out, for about 50 yards before being pounced on by its attacker.

The crow stood on its victim’s back and delivered several brutal blows to its head

with its bill. The fifth or sixth such blow appeared to be the fatal strike and the

partridge was then partially plucked, with feathers being pulled from its head and

neck, while the crow continued to stand on its back.

Carrion Crow chasing, killing and eating Red-legged Partridge
John H. Grant

Short Notes

Carrion Crow – Su Gough
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A second crow arrived and the killer appeared to pull pieces of flesh off the

partridge before the new arrival also took several pieces of flesh from the victim. The

crows continued to feed on the corpse for several minutes and were still doing so

when we had to leave.

The Birds of the Western Palearctic Vol.8 refers to Carrion Crow being “in general”

a scavenger but refers to small live prey items being taken, such as invertebrates,

chicks and even fish. However, few adult bird species are mentioned as prey items.

Specific instances given are a Dunlin Calidris alpina being struck to the ground in

cold weather and killed with blows of the bill, a Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus

being killed, again in cold weather, a young House Martin Delichon urbica being

taken in “pursuit flight” and an Alpine Swift Apus melba being taken while resting

against a wall. There is also a reference to adult Guillemots Uria aalge and Gannets

Morus bassanus being dislodged from their nest sites by crows pulling at their wings

in attempts to reach eggs and chicks.

Crows and Jays, Madge and Burn, 1994, says of Carrion Crow: “occasionally small

birds are chased and captured” but the species is “essentially a scavenger.”

Reference to this literature and consultation with several other experienced

observers leads me to the conclusion that this was a noteworthy, if gruesome,

observation, particularly as the weather at the time was very mild and there would

presumably have been an adequate, if not abundant, alternative supply of more

conventional food items. It certainly did not appear to be an opportunistic killing.

Quite the opposite – it appeared to be a concerted, raptor-like attack sustained over

several minutes against an apparently healthy individual with the fatal assault

ending in a feast for the predator and an attendant crow.

Brenda and I recently (Nov 2007) had a last-minute sea & sun break on the Kenya

coast south of Mombassa. Obviously part of the attractiveness of this destination

for me was the opportunity to get in some birding, including quick trips to Tsavo and

Shimba Hills National Parks. I had thought that there would be birds around the

hotel and particularly potential for shorebirds on the beach. The latter however

proved to be a little more challenging. 

The hotel had a short frontage of glorious white sand beach which at low tide

exposed extensive reefs and lagoons offshore. However the beach was also

extremely disturbed, not just by the hotel guests but also locals going about their

business, including touting goods to hotel guests. During the first couple of days

there were just no birds on the hotel section of beach. On one occasion I did locate

a distant flock of small waders further along the shore and walked the beach to

‘scope them but in doing so attracted the constant attention of the locals which

detracted from the peaceful pleasures of birding. Scoping from the hotel sunbeds

also produced a good selection of birds at low tide but these were generally

extremely distant.

On one evening after dinner we walked down to the shore (without binoculars

even); the beach was floodlit from the hotel and I was surprised to see quite a
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Crab Plovers by floodlight
Richard Rafe
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collection of small waders and a couple of herons scurrying around at the water’s

edge in the periphery of the floodlights – too distant and dim to identify or even size

properly but including one larger apparently white bird which I tentatively thought of

as a Little Egret although its behaviour of scampering about the beach didn’t seem

at all right.

On a couple of later nights I returned and viewed the beach just as the tide was

dropping; the number of waders never reached that first night and on each occasion

any birds were quickly disturbed by a few walkers present on the beach on both

occasions. However there were regular Ringed Plovers and a couple of Greater

Sand Plovers and on both occasions a single Crab Plover (which I immediately

realised was my former Little Egret). I spent a really enjoyable hour or so watching

this bird and even walking on the beach with it – whenever disturbed it would fly

around and re-land within the zone of floodlit beach, and I can only presume that

the lights gave it an advantage; I watched it chasing and catching crabs on the

beach, and I presume that Crab Plovers hunt by sight. I didn’t see Crab Plover at any

other time.

Anyway it was definitely bird of the trip – both because of its amazing appearance

and charisma, but also because of the strange and enjoyable interaction with the

bird. I tried taking some photos, but although light enough to see, it definitely wasn’t

light enough for photos, so thanks to Derek Moore for the accompanying photo of

Crab Plovers taken in Oman

Crab Plovers in Oman – Derek Moore
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While many observers were either ‘bird-racing’ or seeking out Southwold’s

Lesser Yellowlegs on 1st January 2008, we opted for a gentle stroll around

Minsmere (it’s our ages, I guess). Nevertheless, having resisted the temptation to

twitch the transatlantic attraction a few miles up the coast, we still found ourselves

gazing at a pair of yellow legs . . . on a Herring Gull.

A cause of much debate in the Grant household in recent years has been a copy

of Lars Jonsson’s paper “Yellow-legged gulls and yellow-legged Herring Gulls in the

Baltic.” Mrs Grant has been amused at such a title and scathingly refers to this

“anorak’s almanac” as a “real page-turner if ever there was one.” However, Mr Grant

was pleased to have had the opportunity to have read this riveting work as it stood

him in good stead when considering the gull in question at Minsmere.

The phrase “yellow-legged Herring Gull” sprang immediately to mind as we

discussed the bird in question as it stood in a mixed group of gulls on East Scrape in

good light at about noon. It was clearly an adult Herring Gull-type in winter plumage,

and was accompanying argentatus and argenteus Herring Gulls, Lesser Black-

backed Gulls and Greater Black-backed Gulls of varying ages and an adult Yellow-

legged Gull. However, over and above some more subtle differences noted later, the

most obvious feature of this bird was . . . yes, its yellow legs!

Yellow-legged Gull was ruled out as an identity on several points. Most obviously,

this bird’s mantle colour was much too pale for L. michahellis – with which it stood

in direct comparison. In tone this bird’s mantle appeared similar to the accom -

panying adult argenteus Herring Gulls, or perhaps even a touch lighter. Also, there

were structural differences. For example, the bill appeared too long – there was just

a slight hint of Caspian Gull in its length and relative thinness – and the head was

dome-shaped as opposed to the “squarish” shape of Yellow-legged Gull. Also,

whereas Yellow-legged Gull would presumably show the “more-black-and-less-

white” characterstic wingtips, this bird seemed identical to argentatus Herring Gull

in this respect. MC commented that he could see no difference between this bird’s

primary pattern and that of argentatus/argenteus when it was in flight.

A very noticeable feature was the whiteness of the bird’s head. It showed sparse

and extremely fine short “pencil” lines over its crown and down the nape. These fine

marks became slightly more intense in front of and behind the eyes, giving the hint

of a mask. The accompanying adult Herring Gulls showed much bolder and more

intense head streaking.

Thin, deep crimson eye-rings surrounded eyes which appeared a stronger shade

of yellow than the accompanying Herring Gulls. The bill was yellow, save for a

white tip and a red spot on the lower mandible bordered above by a black

horizontal line.

The legs were pallid yellow, neither as rich nor as bright a yellow as on Yellow-

legged Gull, but categorically yellow nevertheless, at whatever angle the bird

stood and consistently through subtle changes of light conditions. The toes were

also yellow but the webbing was a warmer pink than the accompanying Herring

Gulls.

Another pair of yellow legs – a cautionary tale
John Grant & Mike Cartwright
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Our conclusion was that this was an omissus-type Herring Gull, a potential pitfall

for those seeking Yellow-legged Gull, which now has full species status, and which

originates from eastern Fenno-scandia.

Jonsson refers to the “eternal debate” over whether or not omissus should be

regarded as a valid race of L. argentatus. It would appear that the yellow pigmen -

tation of these gulls’ legs is the result of the birds’ diet – their consumption of

carotenoids (and no jokes about carrots making them orange rather than yellow

please!). However, there appears to be sympathy among some authorities, Jonsson

included, that it is at least reasonable to assume there can be an element of genetic

inheritance in an individual’s development of yellow legs. Jonsson also states “the

yellow element among Herring Gulls seems to be more common in areas with a

predominantly fresh or brackish water habitat” and that “it is quite possible that the

leg colour can shift back and forth on one individual as this happens in Common

Gull Larus canus.”

Olsen and Larsson refer to a Herring Gull population in the eastern Baltic/southern

Finland in which there are “frequently” birds with “yellow or yellowish-tinged legs.”

In other respects, they say, these are similar to other populations, apart from a “slight

tendency for slightly paler upperparts” and “on average more black on P5” (which

we did not note on “our” bird.) Fitting well with “our” bird is Olsen and Larsson’s

reference to these birds “often” having orbital rings that are “red to reddish-orange”

and, also significantly, “head-streaking in winter finer on average than in Kattegat/

Atlantic populations.”

These authors do not enter the omissus debate, other than to say “yellow-legged

populations from Baltic Sea are sometimes referred to as ‘omissus.’” They add

that “birds with yellow legs in winter represent <1% of the population in Great

Britain.”

We can offer no valid addition to the debate over the racial status of omissus. All

we would say is that Herring Gulls with yellow legs do occur in Scandinavia –

apparently particularly in eastern Fenno-scandia – and can be encountered well

outside this zone. Given the dynamism exhibited among populations of many

species of gull, it would not be surprising if, in future, they appeared in Suffolk with

more regularity than appears to be the case at present.  Bearing this in mind, yellow-

legged Herring Gull should be ruled out when confronted with an apparent Yellow-

legged Gull.

We feel that “our” bird fits well with the omissus criteria and would suggest the

likelihood of it being simply a quirky aberration from closer to home is remote to say

the least.

Oh Mrs Grant, omissus-type gulls, eh? We plead guilty to the charge of blatant

anorakism!

References: 
Jonsson, L: Yellow-legged gulls and yellow-legged Herring Gulls in the Baltic, Alula,

98:4.

Offereins, R: “Rudy’s Gull-index”: www.xs4all.nl/~calidris/gullindex.htm.

Olsen K.M. and Larsson H: Gulls of Europe, Asia and North America, pp262-263.
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Heavy rain on 15 January 2008 meant that I would be starting the day indoors with

no birding. Imagine my astonishment then, on looking out of the kitchen

window during a ‘tea break’, to find a Woodcock standing on the lawn! However,

with such poor weather, or was it just the shock, at first, it wasn’t a Woodcock that I

saw but just a dark pigeon-sized bird and it took a moment or two before, out of the

gloom, came its creamy head bars. It was only then that I knew what I was looking

at and I was most surprised that it had been the head markings that came into focus

first. I would never have thought this feature would turn out to be so prominent. 

It didn’t stay in view for long, but long enough to enjoy the whole bird, but then

with a shake of the feathers it walked into border shrubs and I didn’t see it again.

How fortunate I had been, the bird had probably only just dropped in as I looked out

judging by the body shake. I have lived on Martlesham Heath for six years and this

was my first sighting here and on talking to fellow heath watchers, they haven’t seen

one either. A timely tea break indeed.

My mother was given a pair of binoculars for Christmas! Since then, we have

managed to spot a variety of garden birds both near and at a distance. On

Saturday, 29 December 2007 at around 11.30am we were watching Blackbirds

eating the last of the fallen Bramley apples in the orchard, when suddenly three

Bullfinches appeared. They stayed together rummaging on the ground for a few

minutes and then flew up into the fruit trees. We were amazed at their beautiful red

coloured fronts. We have pictures of the Bullfinch in our Field Guide to the Birds of

Britain but have never been lucky enough to see one before. Normally, the fallen,

damaged apples go into the brown bin for green waste compost but this year they

are providing food on the ground for a wide variety of birds.

During December we also saw a Nuthatch on our large willow tree by the pond

and two Great Spotted Woodpeckers at the bird feeder. We have also had a fleeting

glimpse of a Wren. We had three identical birds on our parkland that we were

unable to identify – can anyone help us out? They were a similar size to a Fieldfare,

similar shape but with different markings, ie soft brown head, brown back and

wings, pale grey front with longish, brown tail that was quite thick.

[Ed comment: from the description, these sound like Mistle Thrushes; William is 13;

we look forward to hearing more from our younger contributors]

Purple Sandpipers are normally associated with a visit to the coast – maybe

Landguard Point or Ness Point – so imagine my surprise to find one along the

Timely tea-break
Steve Goddard

Local Patch and Garden Birds

December garden visitors
William Foster

Purple ‘patch’
Steve Goddard
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River Deben, near Melton and on the relatively early date of 6 September 2007.

The bird was feeding amongst seaweed attached to a partially submerged wreck

and very close to the footpath providing some excellent views. I watched it for at

least half an hour as it fed around this ‘rocky island’ often disappearing inside the

structure through a port hole now at ground level. 

It was at such a time that I left it feeling very pleased with the experience and with

being able to include a most unexpected find to this particular Deben patch list.

I refer to my note in Bulletin No 138 regarding the attraction of Goldfinches to our

niger seed feeder. We have now obtained a second one and more Goldfinches

are visiting these feeders.

Imagine our surprise when on 8th February 2008 a male and female Lesser

Redpoll arrived with the Goldfinches. The male bird was a specimen to behold. He

was darkish brown and heavily streaked with cream wing bars, a small black tipped

yellow bill and crimson forehead. We were taken aback when he turned towards

us. His entire face, not just his chin was sooty black as if he had had his head up the

chimney! His crowning glory however was his brilliant pinkish red breast and chest.

He returned the next day for us to scope from the bedroom window! On 10th

February he came with another male who was dowdy by comparison plus a female.

They still come for the niger but sadly not on a daily basis, as do the Goldfinches. On

studying my records I noted on 18th December 2007 a fleeting glimpse of a small

dark streaked bird. I can only think he was doing a “reccy”!

All National and County rarities are still subject to ratification by the relevant

committees. It is also important to remember that most of these records will still

need submitting to the relevant County Recorders so please ensure that all of you as

individuals do this as quickly as possible. A fair percentage of the following news

and information was received from both the Rare Bird Alert and BINS information

services but a lot was also received straight from several Suffolk birders, so on this

note, I would like to thank Will Brame, Nathaniel Cant, Richard Drew, Dave Fair -

hurst, Paul Holmes, Gerald Jobson, Mike Marsh, Nigel Odin, Paul Oldfield and Roger

Skeen for their updates during this period.

Tundra Swan Six at Minsmere Oct 19th were the first of the winter. Small numbers

were then seen along the coast with flocks of 28 at Minsmere Oct

22nd; 21 in off Felixstowe Nov 12th and 20 north over Benacre Nov

14th being the largest.

Whooper Swan Two reported at Great Livermere Oct 17th and one at Minsmere Oct

19th were the first of the winter. A family party consisting of two

adults and three juveniles took up residence at Minsmere/Dingle

from Nov 16th and remained there until at least the end of the year

Recent Reports, October to December 2007
Justin Zantboer

A “great” Lesser Redpoll – a new bird for our garden
Jean Garrod
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– these birds may have accounted for five noted flying south at

Kessingland Nov 9th? Elsewhere, two flew north over Benacre Dec

14th; five flew south over Landguard Dec 16th and one flew upriver

at Hemley Dec 29th.

Tundra Bean Goose Six were first noted at Aldringham Dec 20th before assumedly these

birds were found at North Warren Dec 25th where they remained

for the rest of the year. Five at Kingsfleet Dec 26th and one with a

damaged leg at Trimley Marshes Dec 30th were the only other

records noted.

Pink-footed Goose 2690 flew south over Breydon Water Oct 12th and 1200 flew south

over Lowestoft then Benacre Dec 8th. Up to 4000 were then noted

in the Herringfleet to Lound area before at least 8500 were present

near Herringfleet Dec 18th. Large numbers were then noted almost

daily in northeast Suffolk up to Dec 31st. The more usual smaller

numbers included two at Southwold Dec 21st; one at Trimley

Marshes Dec 22nd; three at Bawdsey Dec 23rd-26th; 12 at Minsmere

Dec 23rd; one at North Warren Dec 25-28th and four at Kingsfleet

Dec 26th.

Greater White-fronted 33 flying north over Minsmere Oct 26th was the first record of the

Goose winter. Numbers at North Warren were small until Dec 18th when

90 were counted before a peak of 149 was counted Dec 22nd. Only

60 were then noted on Dec 30th. Small numbers were also noted

along the coast with flocks of 37 at Bawdsey Dec 26th and 42 at

Southwold Dec 29th being the largest.

Lesser White-fronted An interesting record involved an adult which flew north over 

Goose Kingsfleet Dec 22nd, on a day when a few small flocks of grey geese

turned up.

Lesser Snow Goose An adult flew south over Burgh Castle and then south past

Lowestoft with Pink-footed Geese Oct 7th. This record probably has

the best credentials to be Suffolk’s first record of this species, if of

course it’s ever submitted!

Dark-bellied Brent Goose The largest count was at Landguard where over 2000 flew south Oct

13th. Two at Great Livermere Oct 26-28th was a notable inland

record.

Pale-bellied Brent Goose A single bird on the sea off Minsmere Oct 4th was the only record

received.

Black Brant An adult was reported from Holbrook Bay Nov 19th before an adult

was found on the Orwell Estuary Dec 14th, remaining until the

year’s end. An adult was also in Erwarton Bay Dec 17-18th so it

would seem likely that two birds were present in south Suffolk.

Mandarin Four were on Loompit Lake, Trimley St Martin Nov 25th; one was at

Lackford Nov 30th; three were at Sotterley Dec 4th-31st and three

were in Christchurch Park, Ipswich Dec 23rd-31st.

Gadwall A count of 545 birds at Minsmere Dec 14th appears to be the highest

ever single count for Suffolk!

Marbled Duck The bird of unknown origin from August/September remained at

Leathe’s Ham, Lowestoft up to Oct 8th.

Green-winged Teal x A drake showing features of both species was at Minsmere Dec 

Teal hybird 30th-31st.

Green-winged Teal A drake was reportedly seen briefly at Oxley Marshes Dec 26th.
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Red-crested Pochard A female was on Loompit Lake, Trimley St Martin Oct 6-9th and two

females were at Leathe’s Ham, Lowestoft Dec 23rd. 93 were

counted on Flixton Lake Dec 29th.

Greater Scaup A female on Loompit Lake, Trimley St Martin Oct 5-6th and a drake

at East Lane, Bawdsey Oct 6th were the first of the winter. A female

was on Benacre Pits Oct 21st and was joined by a drake Dec 10th

and another female Dec 26th – all three remained up to Dec 31st. A

drake was at Trimley Marshes Nov 19th and then assumedly the

same bird commuted between there, Alton Water and Loompit

Lake, Trimley St Martin up to Dec 31st; a female was at Trimley

Marshes Dec 16th and either it or another frequented Ipswich Docks

Dec 23rd-31st.

Common Eider 71 past Southwold Nov 14th and 78 past Minsmere Dec 11th were

the peak counts.

Long-tailed Duck Three flew past Landguard and one past Minsmere Nov 10th. What

appeared to be the same bird flew north past Bawdsey, Slaughden,

Sizewell, Minsmere, Southwold and Lowestoft Nov 11th and two

flew south past Landguard Dec 13th.

Common Scoter 60+ off Minsmere Dec 12th was the highest single count.

Velvet Scoter Two off Slaughden Oct 2nd were the first of the winter. Thereafter,

up to four were noted throughout the period from Orfordness to

Kessingland. Records from the south involved one past Landguard

Oct 17th; two past Shingle Street Nov 7th; one past Landguard Dec

13th and two past Landguard Dec 29th while one was in Holbrook

Bay Dec 30th.

Smew A pair were on Fritton Lake Dec 20th.

Red-breasted Merganser Peak counts all came from Holbrook Bay with 41 Nov 17th, 40 Dec

14th and 30 Dec 30th. Records from elsewhere were few and far

between.

Goosander One north past Landguard Oct 2nd was the first of the winter.

Singles were also noted off Hopton Nov 3rd and Landguard and

Orfordness Nov 11th. Three were at Lackford Nov 16th with the

number rising to 14 by Nov 28th and then 28 by Dec 31st. One was

on Loompit Lake, Trimley St Martin Dec 9th and two were on the

Suffolk Water Park, Bramford Dec 16th where one remained up to

Dec 20th.

Red-throated Diver 450 south past Minsmere and 180 south past Landguard Dec 13th

were the largest numbers seen during any day during the period.

Black-throated Diver A total of 30 sightings were made from the coastal sites between

Landguard and Lowestoft with six past Southwold Nov 11th being

the highest number from any location in one day. Lingering birds

included one off Stutton Mill from Nov 12th; one in the Lowestoft

Dock complex from Nov 17th-31st; two on the River Orwell Dec

12th-31st with possibly four present Dec 26-27th and two Stutton Mill

Dec 30th.

Great Northern Diver Singles were noted past Kessingland Oct 21st and 26th; Landguard

Nov 4th; Felixstowe and Thorpeness Nov 10th; Bawdsey, Landguard

and Lowestoft Nov 11th; Southwold and Thorpeness Nov 14th;

Kess ing land Nov 23rd; Kessingland Dec 3rd; Lowestoft Dec 14th;

Felix  stowe Dec 17th and Sizewell Dec 31st. Multiple records
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involved six past Lowestoft Nov 10th and two past both Slaughden

and Southwold Nov 11th. The only lingering bird was on the River

Orwell Dec 28th-31st.

Great Crested Grebe 450+ on the sea off Minsmere Dec 12th was the largest number

seen during any day during the period.

Red-necked Grebe Singles were noted flying south past Landguard Oct 13th, north past

Kessingland Nov 11th and south past Landguard Nov 12th. Two flew

south past Landguard Dec 13th.

Slavonian Grebe One on Alton Water Oct 18th was the first of the winter. Three were

on Alton Water by Oct 21st, remaining up to Dec 31st with four

reported Dec 23rd. Up to three were also seen in Holbrook Bay from

Nov 17th-Dec 31st although these may have involved the Alton

Water birds. Singles were off Southwold Nov 13th and Orfordness

Nov 27th.

Black-necked Grebe One was on the River Orwell off Levington Marina Oct 6th.

Sooty Shearwater 69 flew north past Southwold Oct 1st which also saw 17 past

Benacre, 16 past Bawdsey and four past Landguard. Oct 2nd saw

seven off Southwold, two off Landguard and Lowestoft and one off

Slaughden. Thereafter, only eight were noted along the coast with

the last being off Southwold Nov 12th.

Manx Shearwater Singles flew past Landguard and Southwold Oct 1st. 

European Storm-Petrel Four flew past Thorpeness as did singles off Felixstowe and

Southwold Nov 10th. Singles flew north past Minsmere, Orfordness,

Sizewell, Slaughden, Southwold Nov 11th and finally singles flew

north past Slaughden and Southwold Nov 12th. In some instances,

timings would suggest that the same bird may have been involved.

Leach’s Storm-Petrel One flew past Pakefield Oct 1st. 

European Shag Two at Trimley Marshes Nov 2nd were the first of the winter. Singles

were noted at Lowestoft Nov 15th; Ipswich Docks Nov 17th;

Landguard Nov 25th; Southwold Dec 4th and Landguard Dec 13th.

Three were noted at Lowestoft Nov 25th and three were on the

River Orwell off Wherstead Strand Dec 16th-31st.

Great Bittern One at Lackford Dec 23rd-31st was notable.

Little Egret 59 were counted feeding on Benacre Broad Oct 8th.

Great White Egret One was at Minsmere Oct 17-20th. This was joined by a second bird

on Oct 20th which had previously flown north over Orfordness 45

minutes earlier! Singles were then noted flying west at Blythburgh

Oct 21st; flying East at Blythburgh Oct 29th; on Dingle Marshes Nov

20th; at Felixstowe Ferry/Kingsfleet Nov 28th and finally at

Thorpeness Mere Dec 31st. It’s anybody’s guess as to how many

birds were actually involved although my feeling is that no more

than two were present!

European Spoonbill Singles were noted on Orfordness Oct 7th; flying south over

Landguard Oct 13th and reportedly on Dingle Nov 20th.

Red Kite Singles were noted over Cavenham Oct 1st; south-west over

Hemley Dec 1st and south over Minsmere Dec 28th.

Eurasian Marsh Harrier 93 were counted going to roost across Suffolk Dec 16th.

Hen Harrier It is difficult to be sure of exact numbers but it would seem likely

that at least three males and four ringtails were noted between

Trimley Marshes and Kessingland during the period. Inland records
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involved a ringtail at Lakenheath Oct 7th and 14th and a ringtail

between Cavenham and Lackford Dec 15th-31st.

Rough-legged Buzzard One was tracked flying south over Dunwich 0849hrs, Minsmere

0855hrs, Sizewell 0900hrs, Thorpeness 0915hrs and finally

Orfordness on Oct 23rd. Similarly, one was tracked flying south over

Kessingland 0750hrs, Dunwich 1015hrs, Minsmere 1035hrs and

Thorpeness 1045hrs on Oct 27th. Singles were then reported from

Gedgrave and Tuddenham Oct 29th; Minsmere Nov 5th; Icklingham

Dec 11th and Cavenham Dec 15th.

Merlin One flying over Onehouse near Stowmarket Dec 20th and another

over Wetherden Dec 29th were notable inland records.

Eurasian Hobby The last report of the year was of one reported over Oulton Broad

Nov 6th.

Corn Crake One was reported calling from Bobbit Meadows at Belstead Oct 3rd.

Common Crane Two were at Lakenheath Fen Oct 14-19th with four reported from

there Oct 31st. Also, one reportedly flew over Ipswich Nov 15th.

Little Ringed Plover The last report of the year was of a juvenile on the scrape at

Minsmere up to Oct 7th.

Little Stint Small numbers were noted along the coast with peaks of 14 at

Minsmere Oct 7th and 12 there Oct 14-16th. A single bird remained

at Minsmere up to Nov 2nd.

Curlew Sandpiper The last report of the year was of one at Minsmere up to Oct 16th.

Purple Sandpiper Very small numbers were noted at Bawdsey, Felixstowe,

Kessingland, Lowestoft, Minsmere and Southwold throughout

November with counts of six at Southwold Nov 11th and Lowestoft

Nov 17th being the highest. December records came mostly from

Lowestoft with a count of nine Dec 8th being the highest.

Ruff December records included three Kessingland Dec 18th; eight

Southwold Dec 21st; two Southwold and one Minsmere Dec 23rd

and three Oxley Marshes Dec 26th.

Jack Snipe An approximate total of ten birds was noted regularly at various

sites up and down the coast during the period.

Common Snipe 160 were counted at Minsmere Oct 14th before a massive 520 were

counted on Southwold Town Marshes Dec 21st. 

Eurasian Woodcock Good numbers were noted coming in off the sea Nov 10-13th with

the highest count being 12 arriving during the day at Landguard Nov

13th.

Spotted Redshank December records included one over Thorpeness Dec 18th; one

Trimley Marshes Dec 21-31st and three Dingle Dec 26th-31st. 

Common Greenshank Wintering birds involved two Trimley Marshes Nov 20th-Dec 31st;

one on the river at Melton Dec 16-31st and one on Dingle Marshes

Dec 22nd-31st. 

Lesser Yellowlegs A juvenile was seen on and off at Minsmere Oct 30th to Nov 9th and

then assumedly the same bird was found on Southwold Town

Marshes Dec 21st where it remained until the year’s end.

Green Sandpiper December records included singles at Pipp’s Ford Dec 20th, Shingle

Street and Wickham Market Dec 23rd and Cavenham and Flixton

Dec 26th.Two were at Butley Dec 26th-31st and at Flixton Dec 29th.

Grey Phalarope One frequented Orfordness Nov 1st-8th and one was at Benacre

Nov 12th.
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Pomarine Skua Passage during October was quiet with only four birds noted along

the coast. November though was quite the opposite with at least 26

sightings recorded with nearly all of these being from the northern

half of the county. December again provided many records from

right along the coast and often of twos and threes so it’s difficult to

establish exact numbers but with seven counted off Kessingland

Dec 5th and five off Landguard Dec 27th, I feel it’s safe to assume at

least ten birds were present.

Arctic Skua Winter records involved one off Landguard Nov 30th-Dec 1st; five

off Southwold Dec 4th and singles off Lowestoft Dec 8th, Minsmere

Dec 9-10th and Thorpeness Dec 17th.

Long-tailed Skua One north off Landguard Oct 1st was the only record of the period.

Great Skua 11 off Southwold Oct 1st was the largest count. Only four were

noted off the coast during November and one was off Kessingland

Dec 25th. Of note, one reportedly flew over Lackford Oct 20th.

Mediteranean Gull 19 at Landguard Oct 29th was the largest single count. Inland, a first

winter bird was at the Suffolk Water Park, Bramford Dec 23rd.

Little Gull 75 off Southwold Oct 1st was the largest day count of the period. 

Sabine’s Gull Juveniles were noted off Southwold Oct 1st; Oct 25th and Nov 7th

while a juvenile frequented East Lane, Bawdsey Oct 26-30th.

Ring-billed Gull An adult was seen at Lackford Dec 21st-22nd.

Mew Gull 8000+ were off Landguard Dec 24-25th, these being the largest day

counts of the period.

Lesser Black-backed 50 were counted following shipping off Landguard Dec 25th – this

Gull was a record winter count of this species for the site.

Caspian Gull At least ten birds were reported collectively from Blythburgh,

Carlton Colville, Great Livermere, Lackford, Minsmere and South -

wold right through the period.

Yellow-legged/Lesser

Black-backed Gull One hybrid was noted at Blythburgh Nov 15th.

Yellow-legged Gull Notably, five were counted at Lackford Nov 16-18th and again Dec

15th. 11 at Blythburgh Nov 17th and seven there Dec 31st were the

biggest coastal counts.

Glaucous Gull Juveniles were noted at Benacre Broad Nov 10-11th; Lowestoft Nov

13th-Dec 5th; Lackford Nov 16th-Dec 2nd; Slaughden Nov 28th;

Minsmere/Sizewell Nov 30th; Carlton Coalville Dec 4th and 15th;

Minsmere and Orfordness Dec 9th; Sizewell Dec 10th; Landguard/

Levington Dec 24th; Landguard Dec 28th and Sizewell Dec 30th and

a second winter was at Carlton Coalville Dec 15th and again Dec

22nd-27th. Of note, a first winter was picked up freshly dead in

Lowestoft Dec 15th. It’s clear that at least three individual juveniles

and one second winter were present during the period – maybe

there were more?

Great Black-backed Gull One leucistic bird was at Minsmere Dec 28th.

Razorbill One on the River Orwell Nov 17th-Dec 31st is a remarkable record

and could even be a first for the River?

Black Guillemot One probable was noted flying north off Southwold Dec 4th.

Little Auk Noted along the coast in good numbers from Oct 31st to Nov 28th

with counts in excess of 200 on both Nov 10-11th. The only

inland records noted were singles at Ipswich Nov 14th and Stutton
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Mill Nov 26th.

Atlantic Puffin Singles were noted off Kessingland Oct 19th; Southwold Nov 10th;

Landguard and Southwold Nov 11th; Southwold Nov 12th and

Kessingland Nov 13th and Dec 11th.

Stock Dove A count of 150 along Lings Lane, Chelmondiston Dec 3rd was note -

worthy. 

Snowy Owl One reportedly flew in off the sea at Bawdsey at 10.00hrs Nov 10th.

Long-eared Owl Singles were noted at Landguard Oct 5th; Lowestoft Nov 17th and

Fagbury Nov 19th before two were trapped and ringed together at

Landguard Nov 20th.

Short-eared Owl At least 14 sightings of assumedly passage birds were noted along

the coast from Oct 4th to Nov 16th. Thereafter, records from the

coast were sparse with singles at Falkenham Nov 29th; Kingsfleet

Dec 11th and Shingle Street Dec 20th-31st. Inland, two were noted

at Puttocks Hill near Pakenham from Dec 19th-31st.

Hoopoe One was reportedly seen near Hadleigh Oct 20th.

Horned Lark Singles were noted at Pakefield Oct 1st; Minsmere Oct 4th and

Landguard Dec 27th.

Barn Swallow The last record of the year was of two seen at Minsmere Nov 28th.

House Martin The last record of the year was of one at Landguard Nov 3rd.

Richard’s Pipit One was present on Orfordness Nov 25th-Dec 31st and another was

ringed at Iken during November although the exact date is not

known.

Water Pipit Good numbers were noted with peaks of eight at Dingle Marshes

Nov 14th; six at Minsmere Nov 27th; ten at Orfordness Dec 22nd and

nine at Southwold Dec 30th. Inland, one was at Lakenheath Fen Oct

19th.

Bohemian Waxwing Two flew south over Thorpeness Oct 26th; four at Coddenham Nov

23rd and 19 over Cattawade Nov 24th were the only ‘multiple’

sightings. Singles were noted at Minsmere Nov 5th; Lowestoft Nov

8th; Redgrave Nov 11th; Ipswich Nov 15th and Nacton Nov 24th.

Common Redstart The last record of the year was of one at Landguard Oct 26th.

Whinchat One was at Lowestoft Oct 19th before one was then reportedly at

Minsmere Nov 30th – this would be Suffolk’s second latest ever if

accepted.

Northern Wheatear The last record of the year was of one at Southwold Nov 15th.

Ring Ouzel Small numbers were noted along the coast during October with six

at Landguard Oct 2nd being the highest. The last record of the year

was of one at Dunwich Nov 1st.

Barred Warbler One was reportedly at Thorpeness Oct 3rd and another was ringed

at Burgh Castle Oct 19th.

Lesser Whitethroat Two birds which were ringed at Languard Oct 3rd and another Oct

6th were considered to be of an Eastern origin. One was at Benacre

Oct 8th and either it or another was at Benacre Nov 28th-Dec 23rd.

It would appear that this bird had a damaged wing which might

explain its late departure.

Dartford Warbler Away from the ‘traditional’ sites, singles were ringed on Orfordness

Oct 16th; Nov 1st and Dec 4th and another was at Gunton Oct 19-20th.

Pallas’s Leaf Warbler Singles were at Orfordness Oct 20th (ringed); Thorpeness Oct 21st;

Landguard Oct 22nd (ringed); Bawdsey Oct 23rd-25th and Easton
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Bavents Oct 30th. None were then reported until one was at Gunton

Dec 13-29th, making this Suffolk’s latest ever.

Yellow-browed Warbler It is very difficult to establish exact numbers but birds were

recorded during October at Bawdsey, Bredfield, Corton, Dunwich,

Felixstowe, Gunton, Landguard, Lowestoft, Minsmere, Mutford,

Orford  ness, Ramsholt, Sizewell, Southwold and Thorpeness

involving at least 25 birds. The first of the period was on Orfordness

Oct 2nd and of note, one was at Gunton from Oct 6-29th. The only

November record was of one reportedly at Cavenham Nov 5th.

Dusky Warbler One was ringed on Orfordness Oct 3rd. It was still present there Oct

4th when remarkably, another bird was ringed.

Siberian Chiffchaff tristis Chiffchaffs possibly of this race were at Thorpeness Oct 26-27th;

Gunton Nov 21st-23rd and Long Melford Dec 26th-31st.

Willow Warbler The last record of the year was of one at Easton Bavents Oct 30th.

Firecrest Reasonable numbers were seen during October with five at

Landguard Oct 3rd being the largest concentration. Apparent

wintering birds included one at Freston Nov 17th-Dec 31st; two

Dunwich Dec 1-31st; one Minsmere Dec 9th-31st; three Corton Dec

19th-31st; one Lowestoft Dec 21st and one Butley Dec 26th-31st.

One on Orfordness Nov 24th may have just been a late migrant?

Spotted Flycatcher The last record of the year was of one at Lowestoft Oct 3rd.

Red-breasted Flycatcher One very confiding bird spent the day at Landguard Oct 2nd.

Pied Flycatcher The last record of the year was of one at Felixstowe Oct 5th.

Bearded Tit Away from the traditional sites, six were at Felixstowe Ferry Oct 14th

with three remaining up to Nov 6th; three were at Lackford Oct 18-

20th; two were at Kingsfleet Dec 23rd-26th and three were at

Bourne Park Dec 25th.

Eurasian Penduline Tit One was at Minsmere Nov 4-6th before four (two adults and two

juveniles) were at Dingle Marshes Nov 12-19th. Three remained

there Nov 20th-22nd and two were reportedly still present there on

Nov 25th.

Great Grey Shrike Passage birds were noted at Seafield Bay Oct 8th and Levington

Creek Nov 1st but the only wintering bird was at Cavenham Heath

Dec 26-30th.

Hooded Crow One was reportedly at Rushmere, near Mutford Nov 4th.

Common Starling Large numbers were noted flying in off the sea Nov 10-13th when

flocks were arriving in almost constant waves. During December,

large flocks were also noted going to roost at both Lackford and

North Warren with an estimated 50.000 at Lackford Dec 25th being

the highest count.

Eurasian Tree Sparrow A flock at Benacre near Beach Farm started at 34 Nov 8th but rose

to 80 by Dec 30th.

Twite Again, Suffolk was only blessed with one flock this winter, this being

at Dingle/Dunwich. The flock totalled 25 Nov 1st but counts of 40

were made Nov 5th and Dec 18th while 35 were still present Dec

23rd at least.

Common Redpoll A poor autumn/winter with singles only noted at Lackford Oct 29th;

Orfordness Nov 5th (ringed) and Lackford Dec 2nd.

Hawfinch One flew south over Minsmere Oct 4th and another was present at

Minsmere Oct 17th.
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Lapland Longspur Singles were noted at Lowestoft Oct 3rd; Minsmere Oct 6th;

Landguard Oct 11th; Corton Oct 21st; Felixstowe Ferry Nov 5th and

Dingle Nov 14th.

Snow Bunting Very thin on the ground this winter with the only regular flock being

at Dingle/Dunwich where 21 were counted Nov 15th with a peak of

25 Nov 17th. By Dec 26th, the flock had been reduced to 16. Else -

where, a flock of 30 was noted on Orfordness Nov 24th and Slaugh -

den Dec 11th while 18 were counted at Kessingland Dec 5th and

eight were at Shingle Street Dec 22nd.

Rustic Bunting A bunting thought to be of this species was reportedly at Slaughden

Nov 28th. 

Little Bunting One was trapped and ringed at Dunwich Oct 11th but unfortunately

it wasn’t seen again after its release.

Corn Bunting One flew south at Landguard Nov 12th while wintering birds

involved one at Levington Dec 6th and 17th; 16 at Wherstead Dec

24th-31st and 20 at Chelmondiston Dec 26th.

Selected highlights from the 1958 and 1983 Suffolk Bird Reports for the period

January to March.

50 years ago
Common Cranes had apparently not wintered in Britain for at least a hundred
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Starling roost at Lackford December 2007 – Paul Baston

Looking back – January to March 1958 and 1983
Philip Murphy
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years, so the group of four (initially five) which frequented the Waldringfield area of

the Deben Valley between 9 January and 2 March attracted observers from across

Suffolk and further afield. The five soon became four and it was rumoured that one

was shot; however the report states that “thanks are due to the Waldringfield

farmers who tolerated the birds on their fields for such a long period. Credit must

also be given to the changed attitude towards the unusual avian visitors: not many

years ago the birds would have barely touched down before they were shot, and

consigned to moulder in someone’s collection of skins.” What were considered to

have been the same four birds were seen heading north over Walberswick on 22

February but were back at Waldringfield the next day.

Suffolk’s first White-tailed Eagle since 1934 was at Walberswick on 3 January and

then in the Orford/Butley area from 28 February to 3 March. It was probably the

same bird which had been in Norfolk during the previous three months, and

reported as an eagle, almost certainly of this species, over the River Alde at Snape

on 18 January. Whilst in the Orford area, it was seen to feed on a dead swan –

whether of its own killing was not known – and to hunt hares and rabbits over on

Orfordness. The report states that “As there were young lambs in the vicinity at the

time the plentiful supply of swan meat may well have been a blessing.”

Apart from a handful of pairs in Wales, the Red Kite was a rare visitor to Britain in

the late 1950s. Remarkably, the Red Kite seen at Brampton on 4 March was the first

in Suffolk since 1901. There is speculation in the 1958 report that blizzards on the

continent had caused the individual to move westwards into Britain.

Equally impressive was the Snowy Owl at Sibton on 8 February which might well

have been the same individual as that present in the Walberswick area in early

November 1957.

Geese provided some interesting records. A flock of 200 Brent Geese on the Stour

Estuary, 16 March, was the species’ largest gathering in Suffolk in 1958, as were the

20 Greylag Geese on Havergate Island, 27 January. The year’s only record of

Barnacle Goose was provided by five at Benacre, 26 January. Totals of White-fronted

Geese on the south side of Breydon Water peaked at 1200, 18 January; the final

sighting of the winter at this site occurred on 6 March when 300 flew eastwards.

Overwintering records also included a Eurasian Spoonbill shot at Brightwell, 24

January, and another on Havergate Island, 27 January which was probably the same

individual as that present there in November/December 1957. Single Blackcaps at

Thurston and Leiston in January/February were only the third and fourth

overwintering records of this species in Suffolk, and another at Hadleigh, 9 March

could well have been the fifth.

An exceptional record for the 1950s is that of a Whimbrel in the Orford/Havergate

area during 2-6 March which would appear to be the county’s first March record of

this wader; this bird could have been either an overwintering individual or a very

early spring arrival. More obvious spring arrivals in March included Northern

Wheatears from 9th, Barn Swallows from 26th and Stone Curlews from 29th. The

latter species was first noted, not in Breckland, but on the coast at Westleton,

Leiston and Nacton – when was a Stone Curlew last recorded at Nacton?

25 years ago
Severe storms in February were responsible for a major “wreck” of seabirds,
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principally of auks. February’s Beached Bird Survey resulted in the corpses of 428

Common Guillemots, 706 Razorbills, 36 Atlantic Puffins and 19 Little Auks being

found on Suffolk’s beaches. Relatively few were oiled, and it was considered that

the majority had died of starvation caused by turbulent seas making it very difficult

for the birds to find food. One of the Atlantic Puffins had been ringed in Orkney in

July 1982.

February’s storms were also responsible for the occurrence of an exhausted

European Storm-Petrel which was picked up in the grounds of an Ipswich furniture

factory, 8th and a small movement of Little Auks which peaked on 13th with 15 off

Benacre and 12 off Lowestoft. A month later, two very early Manx Shearwaters flew

north off Minsmere, 12th March.

The rapid increase in Suffolk’s wintering population of Red-throated Divers

continued apace in early 1983; counts peaked on 9th January with what was then

a county record total of 977 off Sizewell. Also at this time, offshore totals of Great

Crested Grebes were starting to increase noticeably with a maximum of 100 off

Minsmere, 30th January. Further south, Slavonian Grebes were present on

Alton Water from 4th January onwards into April; the peak count was four,

including two in full breeding plumage (a very rare sight in Suffolk) during 16th to

26th March.

There were relatively few scarce species in this period. The 1982 White Stork

remained in the Frostenden/Reydon/South Cove area throughout 1983; what was

probably a second individual was present in the Sizewell to Sudbourne area in

January and February – it was seen to raid a goldfish pond in Aldeburgh in the latter

month. Ducks included two Red-crested Pochards (Livermere Lake and Minsmere),

two Ferruginous Ducks (Framlingham Mere and Minsmere) and Suffolk’s seventh

record of Green-winged Teal (Minsmere, 18th March onwards into April).  Three

Greenland White-fronted Geese at Livermere Lake, 4th January to 20th February

were presumably the same birds as those present at this site in December 1982. A

Long-tailed Tit of the white-headed northern race “caudatus” trapped at Rendle -

sham, 13th March remained as the county’s sole record of this form until 2004. Up

to four Great Grey Shrikes were located, all of them in the coastal region.

Overwintering “summer” birds included a Eurasian Spoonbill on Havergate Island

from 11th January until late February, a Common Greenshank at Levington Creek for

the seventh successive winter, up to five Common Sandpipers, only one Black Red -

start, at least ten Blackcaps, seven Common Chiffchaffs and four Firecrests.

Additional interesting winter records included up to eight Long-tailed Ducks at

Benacre, three Rough-legged Buzzards, totals of about 40 Hen Harriers, 11 Merlins

and 50 Short-eared Owls, single Pomarine and Great Skuas in January, two Iceland

Gulls, a Mediterranean x Black-headed Gull hybrid at Sizewell in January, 32 Rock

Pipits on the north bank of the Stour Estuary, 16th January and 300 Eurasian

Jackdaws flying in from offshore at Thorpeness, 27th January in a period of colder

weather. However there were only six Shore Larks and one Hooded Crow.

A fascinating entry in the 1983 report reads as follows – “The whereabouts of

Suffolk’s Woodlarks in mid-winter has always been an intriguing problem; a possible

answer was the unprecedented discovery of a flock of 20 on coastal stubble fields

in mid-January. . . .”

Some of the passerine flocks were particularly impressive. These included 600
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Common Linnets, Chantry Estate, Ipswich, 2nd January; 500 Yellowhammers,

Livermere Lake, 13th February; 200 Bramblings, Chantry Park, Ipswich, 4th January;

200 Twite, Felixstowe Ferry, 13th January and 50, Alton Water, 13th February and 150

Eurasian Tree Sparrows, Easton Bavents, 12th February.

The remarkably early reports of Kentish Plover, Havergate Island, 15th March;

Common Swift, Beccles 16th to 18th March; Blue-headed Wagtail, Alton Water,

28th and 29th March and White Wagtail, Lowestoft, 12th February remain as the

earliest ever records of these species/races in Suffolk (excluding mid-winter

records of Kentish Plover and Common Swift). Other early migrants included Little

Ringed Plover, Bury St Edmunds, 12th March; Whimbrel, Ramsholt, 29th March;

Sandwich Tern, Havergate Island, 14th March and Northern Wheatear, Landguard,

9th March.

Unexpected sightings involving two common species were of 118 Common

Moorhens on Bury St Edmunds Golf Course, 3rd March and two Goldcrests foraging

in a reedbed at Blythburgh, 14th February.

SOG is the Group for people interested in the birds of

Suffolk, and provides a network and a voice for

birdwatchers in the county. The Group is administered by

Suffolk birdwatchers for Suffolk birdwatchers, keeping

them in touch with what is going on and with each other.

Through the Group’s Council, SOG has good links with

other naturalist and conservation organisations in the

region.

SOG organises an extensive programme of field meet -

ings, an opportunity for members, young or old, novice or

expert, to see birds, and to share camaraderie with fellow

enthusiasts.

Indoor meetings are held in Ipswich, with quality

speakers entertaining members with slides and stories of

birds, both local and from around the world.

The Group’s bulletin, The Harrier, published quarterly,

keeps members in touch with what’s going on – stories

about birds, conservation, reserves, and people.

SOG organises and promotes surveys and projects on

the birds of Suffolk, with an opportunity for members to

participate. SOG is also able to support worthwhile

projects through bursaries.

Membership of SOG is open to anyone with an interest

in the birds of Suffolk. For details of membership, contact:

Andrew Gregory, 1 Holly Road, Ipswich IP1 3QN.
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