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The presence of a singing River Warbler near Wickham Market from 13th July to

2nd August was one of the major ornithological surprises in Suffolk in the last

quarter of the 20th century. The site’s physical limitations meant that it would not

have been capable of accommodating the hundreds of observers who would have

wanted to observe this bird. As such, the decision was made not to publicise the

bird’s presence at the time of occurrence. The SBR states “. . . we hope that all bird -

watchers will appreciate the predicament that faced the bird’s observers and

respect their decision”. It is probably fair to say that although the decision was

respected it was not universally welcomed!

Intensive coverage of Landguard produced both quality and quantity of migrants.

The highlights were four Eurasian Wrynecks, 50 Tree Pipits (including 30 on 25th

August), three Icterine Warblers, five Wood Warblers, a peak of 72 Willow Warblers

(26th August) and an immature Red-backed Shrike. At least 85 Pied Flycatchers

occurred there in August while in September southerly passage totals of Barn

Swallows and House Martins were 20,700 and 12,400 respectively.

If Landguard was the principal site for passerines, then Minsmere was the premier

locality for scarce waders. Careful checking of the Scrape during this period

produced two Kentish Plovers, two Temminck’s Stints, two White-rumped Sand -

pipers, two Pectoral Sandpipers and a Red-necked Phalarope. Walberswick

attracted both Temminck’s Stint and Pectoral Sandpiper while observers at Benacre

found two Pectoral Sandpipers and Havergate Island hosted a Red-necked

Phalarope. The best inland wader record was of a Curlew Sandpiper at Lackford,

22nd July. An unexpected occurrence was of four Common Sandpipers which

roosted on the roof of Minsmere’s Island Mere hide, 15th July.

Over-summering wildfowl included up to three male Greater Scaup and three

male Red-breasted Mergansers at Benacre in July. Perhaps even more unexpected

was a male common Goldeneye inland at Lackford, 2nd July, and presumably the

same female Ruddy Duck on the sea off Felixstowe, 10th September and Minsmere,

11th September.

The occurrence of seven Sooty Shearwaters off our coast between 4th August and

12th September induced the SBR comment that “.... this species is proving to be a

regular autumn migrant off the coast albeit in very small numbers compared to

those seen off Norfolk.”

The only sightings of European Honey Buzzard and Red Kite in Suffolk in 1984

both occurred on 16th September over Walberswick and Holbrook respectively. The

most unexpected raptor sighting in this period involved an Osprey perched on a

buoy ten kilometres off Felixstowe, 24th August.

Notable gull sightings were of the County’s second record of Yellow-legged Gull at

Benacre, 22nd September, and an early Glaucous Gull at Slaughden, 26th

September. The occurrence of two Little Terns well inland at Lackford, 22nd July,

was particularly noteworthy.

Of the 27 Eurasian Wrynecks recorded during the period 15th August to 12th

September singles were noted away from the coast at Ellough, Walpole, Hacheston,

Alton Water, Thorndon and Thurston. A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker at Landguard,

8th September constitutes only the third site record.

A juvenile Black Redstart at Hadleigh, 31st July to 8th August, raised the distinct
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27THE HARRIER – September 2009

possibility of successful breeding somewhere in that relatively under-watched area.

Unexpectedly, there were six August records of Fieldfare including singles at

Minsmere, 1st and inland at Great Whelnetham, 10th. A remarkable gathering of 300

Mistle Thrushes at Bradfield Combust, 25th and 26th August remains as the largest

flock ever to be recorded in Suffolk.

A sight that was not exceptional in 1984 but certainly would have that label 25

years later was of 100 Eurasian Turtle Doves on rough ground at Glemsford in early

August.

Addendum
The Harrier 157 (June 2009) – page 28 – Looking back – the reference to Grey-

headed Wagtail at Minsmere 22nd April and Benacre 9th May should refer to Ortolan

Bunting.

Turtle Dove – Su Gough
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SOG is the Group for people interested in the birds of Suffolk, and

provides a network and a voice for birdwatchers in the county.

The Group is administered by Suffolk birdwatchers for Suffolk bird -

watchers, keeping them in touch with what is going on and with

each other. Through the Group’s Council, SOG has good links with

other naturalist and conservation organisations in the region.

SOG organises an extensive programme of field meetings, an

oppor tunity for members, young or old, novice or expert, to see

birds, and to share camaraderie with fellow enthusiasts.

Indoor meetings are held in Ipswich, with quality speakers enter -

taining members with slides and stories of birds, both local and from

around the world.

The Group’s bulletin, The Harrier, published quarterly, keeps

members in touch with what’s going on – stories about birds, con -

ser vation, reserves, and people.

SOG organises and promotes surveys and projects on the birds of

Suffolk, with an opportunity for members to participate. SOG is also

able to support worthwhile projects through bursaries.

Membership of SOG is open to anyone with an interest in the birds

of Suffolk. For details of membership, contact: Andrew Gregory, 1 Holly Road, Ipswich

IP1 3QN.

SOG – who we are, what we do

Suffolk Ornithological Records Committee
VACANCIES

The SORC, governed by both the Suffolk Ornithologistsʼ Group and the Suffolk Naturalistsʼ
Society, is pleased to announce that we will be seeking two and possibly three new members
to join us and serve in the position of a voting member from 1st January 2010. Duties will
include receiving and assessing submitted descriptions, encouraging others to submit records
and assisting with any matters arising. The first term of service would be for three years,
whereafter, a second term of three years would be optional.

It is essential for any candidates to be members of either SOG or SNS and preferably both
and also to have access to both the internet and emails. We would also require the following:

• It is necessary for any potential candidate to be a regular submitter of sightings to
the County Recorders and when applicable, to be a regular and willing submitter of
descriptions of scarcer species to both the BBRC and SORC.

• It is necessary for any potential candidate to have experience of most of the
irregular occurring species within Suffolk. This could be on a county, national or 
international level.

• It is preferable for any potential candidate to have some experience of foreign
birding.

Any applicants should apply in writing, stating examples of the requirements above and also
why they would want a position on SORC and what they feel they could offer the County by
joining, to me before the closing date of 31st October 2009.

Please note that this position is strictly voluntary.

All correspondence to Mr Justin Zantboer, 27 Whitehouse Road, Ipswich,
Suffolk, IP1 5LS. Email: Justin.paula@sky.com
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