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Welcome to The Harrier for September 2007; this is SOG’s 150th Bulletin. The

Harrier has been in broadly the same format for several years – is it time for a

‘refresh’? I am always open to views as to what you, the readers, think of The Harrier

so feel free to send me your views – what do you like; what would you like to see

more of; what would you be happy for me to omit; anything not catered for which

you think should be included? What about style and format – any ideas on changes

to make The Harrier more accessible and readable, but without adding undue cost?

The possible reintroduction of White-tailed Eagles into Suffolk has appeared

several times in the local press during the last few months. Additionally Philip

Murphy has sent me several press cuttings from the East Anglian Daily Times which

demonstrate the range of bird related stories which can find their way into the press.

In June the paper reported that the heavy rains and flooding had washed out most

of the Bittern nests along the Suffolk coastal reedbeds; in July there was a report

about the Corn Bunting survey and the disastrous decline in numbers and range of

this once widespread farmland species; also in July the paper reported on the new

reedbed being created at Snape, and “a Hitchcock nightmare”, the explosion of the

gull population in the county’s coastal towns (see Steve Piotrowski’s article later in

this Harrier). I am sure there have been other birdy stories as well. I think this

demon strates the popular appeal of birds and conservation – well done to all the

conser vation organisations who have promoted these stories.

A much newer development in ‘information technology’ are blogs and news

forums associated with websites on the internet. There are a great many out there

now and some people are obviously aficionados of this wonderful new world. I have

read through a few recently, largely stimulated by either the White-tailed Eagle

proposals, to see what the birding world is saying about this, or the possible Iberian

Chiffchaff at Lavenham, or just out of curiosity as to what people are saying about

birds and each other; it is the latter aspect which slightly alarms me, since these

forums are largely unregulated and some of the comments which appear are

personal, unkind and in, in some instances, I’m sure, libellous – but it can make for

some amusing reading. To keep up with this new world the SOG website

(www.SOGonline.org.uk) includes a forum capability – it is not particularly well used

as yet, but has the potential to be a powerful communication tool for keeping SOG

members in touch with each other on topical issues. Even as a real IT-phobe I

encourage readers with the internet to access SOGonline and use the forums to

express your views.
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A fter such a bright start, this has undoubtedly been one of the worst summers in

my living memory at least. It is therefore quite amazing that the Suffolk Spotted

Flycatcher survey has already received approximately 130 records and they are still

coming in thick and fast. Approximately 80 of these refer to breeding pairs. Most

sightings seem to be in a broad band across mid-Suffolk, i.e. from the Bury area

through Eye and across to Framlingham and Wickham Market. However, records to

come could significantly change this picture.

April was an exceptionally warm month, with new records set for maximum and

mean temperatures. Rainfall was generally well below average, with many weather

stations in East Anglia recording less than 3mm of rainfall for the whole month.

North Suffolk was particularly dry with Ash Farm, Mutford, recording no rain at all

between 20th March and 10th May (Jon Warnes pers comm.). Sunshine was also

well above average with some areas having their sunniest April on record. Spotted

Flycatcher arrivals would not be expected in Suffolk during April, but they would be

making their way north from their wintering grounds south of the Sahara. However,

whilst we were basking in glorious spring sunshine, there was atrocious weather in

Spain and many summer migrants were late arriving and Spotted Flycatchers were

possibly held up. 

Although this dry, sunny weather continued through to the second week of May,

things were about to change dramatically. The rains came, and they came, and they

came, resulting in East Anglia’s wettest May and double the average rainfall

recorded. Temperatures also plummeted with a day-time maximum temperature

for southern England of 7.9 °C (recorded at Heathrow on 28th) being the second

coldest for May since records began in 1949. This was certainly a black Bank Holiday

Monday for passerines with many chicks perishing in the storms. It rained all day in

Suffolk on 28th and the carnage was there for all to see the next day. Young

Swallows, that were not fully feathered, died of hyperthermia with the corpses

quickly evicted from the nest by the parents ready for a new start. Great and Blue

Tits met the same fate, and Spotted Flycatchers, that arrived just before the storms,

had hardly got started.

There was a bit of a lull at the beginning of June, but the rain was soon to return

with a vengeance. East Anglia received well-above average rainfall, recording its

wettest June ever, the second consecutive month that records were broken. One

discussion point surrounding the decline of the Spotted Flycatchers on the east

coast concerns the series of recent cold and wet springs. What chance had they got

this year of raising a brood you well ask? Nevertheless, as many birds select quite

sheltered nesting sites such as inside outhouses, in porches, open-fronted

nestboxes and amongst creepers, some were able to brazen the storms and several

broods were fledged. 

In July, the rainfall was almost unceasing being well above average, with England

and Wales recording over double their average for that month. Although East Anglia
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The Suffolk Spotted Flycatcher survey update and this
glorious summer weather!
Steve Piotrowski
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did not suffer the devastation that was witnessed in the Worcestershire area, where

over four times their average July rainfall was noted, it was nevertheless another wet

month.

As August approached, we all looked out with trepidation thinking, perhaps, that

we deserved respite from this awful weather, perhaps even a mini-heatwave, but

alas, this was not to be as the rains kept coming and coming. The full weather

statistics were not available at the time of writing but it has certainly been another

wet and chilly month. 

If you haven’t sent in your Spotted Flycatcher records yet, please will you ’phone

them to Oka on Wildline 01473 890089 or post them to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust,

Brooke House, Ashbocking, Ipswich, IP6 9JY. Every pair is important.

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank Oka Russell of SWT Wildline for her

sterling work in gathering records from birdwatchers and the general public and

maintaining a database. Thanks are also due to Anthony Chapman for his work in

the Framlingham area and to Mark Nowers of RSPB for promoting the survey in

south Suffolk.

Spotted Flycatcher – Roger Horne
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S ince 1999 Nicola Hedges and I have maintained and monitored 50 small-hole

type nest boxes at Chillesford Wood. Chillesford Wood is mainly Forestry

Commission planted coniferous woodland, but roughly 20% is a broad-leaf wood

with oak being the dominant tree; other species are hazel, silver birch and

hawthorn. The boxes are evenly distributed between the conifer plantations and the

oak wood. Nest records are kept for every occupied box, all pulli are ringed and

numbers of successfully fledged young are recorded. Every year approximately 50%

of the boxes are occupied. The boxes are used by the three common tit species;

Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus), Great Tit (P. major), and Coal Tit (P. ater).

The numbers of pulli fledged each year depends on the number of boxes

occupied, predation, egg failure etc. The number of boxes that contained nests in

2007 was 27. The average for the past eight years is 26, so 2007 was a normal year

in this respect. See Table 1.

The average number of pulli, for all species, fledged for the years 1999 to 2006 was

152. The number of pulli fledged in 2007 was 105, only 69% of the average figure. See

Table 2. Blue Tits faired worst with the number of fledged pulli down by 49%. Coal

Tits were down by 25%, but this figure should be treated with caution as fewer Coal

Tit nests are recorded each year compared to the other two species. Great Tits

appeared to do better with a figure of 117% of the average figure for the last 8 years.

This figure is skewed by the fact that more Great Tits have been using boxes in the

past three years than in the previous 6 years. The average (mean) figure of boxes

used by Great Tits over the 9 years is 7.6 with a median of 6. See Table 1.

Table 1: Number of nest boxes occupied each year.

This becomes clearer if we look at the number of fledged pulli from the number of

eggs laid in the boxes occupied in 2007. Blue Tits laid 95 eggs, producing 89 pulli (all

eggs do not necessarily hatch) of which only 41 fledged. Coal Tits laid 34 eggs, 34

hatched and 30 pulli fledged. Great Tits laid 74 eggs, 56 hatched and 34 pulli fledged.

Table 2. Number of pulli fledged each year.
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Bad weather and bird populations
Brian Thompson

Year:
Species 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Blue Tit 12 12 14 15 13 12 16 13 12
Great Tit 3 7 6 6 4 6 14 13 11
Coal Tit 1 5 6 8 5 7 5 6 4
Total 16 24 26 29 22 25 35 32 27

Year:
Species: 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 Totals
Blue Tit 101 72 117 92 67 93 56 66 41 705
Great Tit 19 13 37 7 18 33 59 46 34 266
Coal Tit 8 42 45 67 45 42 30 41 30 350

128 127 199 166 130 168 145 153 105 1321
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Why this drop in the numbers of fledged pulli in 2007? The answer is quite simply

the weather. An intense depression centred over the country on Sunday the 27th

May and Bank Holiday Monday the 28th May bringing 48 hours of heavy rain, strong

northerly winds and low temperatures. This meant that adult birds found it

extremely difficult to collect food in these conditions and were away from the nest

for long periods of time. During this time naked and very young pulli became chilled

and died. The chilling effect was exacerbated by the driving rain that was forced

through any cracks and imperfections into the boxes. Those birds which had nested

earlier fared better as the young were feathered and had some degree of protection

from the cold, but even some of these succumbed, especially runts, as the food

supply was well below normal. 

This scenario was not just confined to Chillesford; at another site we operate near

Hadleigh, amongst others, a whole brood of eight Marsh Tits (P.palustris) perished.

The same was true over most of the country. However, it was not just tits that had

been affected. From reports received from various parts of the country many open

nest species had suffered in the same way. Many of these species will have second

and third broods so their numbers may not be adversely affected. Tit species,

however, seldom have second broods. They invest all their breeding energy into one

large brood that remains in the nest hole for much longer than open nesting species.

They are therefore in a more advanced state when they leave the nest and their

chances of survival into adulthood are much greater. It will be interesting to see how

the bad Bank Holiday weather will affect the tit population in the coming years. 

A s a major fishing port, Lowestoft has a long association with gulls. For centuries

they have scavenged around the port and town, their presence acceptable as

being part of everyday life. However, in recent years they have taken to breeding in

large numbers on buildings not only in the Port area, but on the roofs of both

commercial and residential buildings throughout the town. 

In 2006, the balmy summer days forced the young gulls to leave their nuptial

homes early. At the crack of dawn, they took to the skies and the gulls’ eerie cry

could be heard over residential estates in many parts of Lowestoft as the youngsters

pursued their beleaguered parents. Lowestoft’s roof-nesting gull population has

reached a staggering 4,500 pairs. Gulls have the habit of bathing just before they fly

out to sea to roost each evening and as the young birds leave their nesting areas

these concentrations increase spectacularly. In recent years, massive flocks have

congregated in Lake Lothing on summer evenings with counts exceeding 12,000

birds.

The principal species involved are the Herring Gull and the Lesser Black-backed

Gull. From a conservation prospective, the Herring Gull is endangered and appears

on the amber list of “Birds of Conservation Concern”, the same status as the RSPB’s

flagship bird, the Avocet, and Britain’s best-loved bird, the Barn Owl. Unlike these

two species, however, the Herring Gulls have few friends and it would be an

The gull invasion of Lowestoft
Steve Piotrowski
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unwelcome nester on RSPB nature reserves such as Minsmere due to its habit of

preying on the small chicks of wading birds.

Where have they come from?

Scientists working at the colony on Orfordness have proved that many of the gulls

have deserted their natural colony in favour of nesting at much safer locations such

as buildings in and around our coastal resorts. To the gull’s eye, the huge, flat-topped

warehouses resemble sea cliffs and in some instances we have even provided them

with a shingle roof which very much resembles a beach. The roofs are virtually

predator free, being inaccessible to natural predators unlike natural sites on

Orfordness. If you were a gull where would you choose to nest? Other gulls will take

the chicks, but with so many roofs around there is not so much territorial squabbling

as seen on more natural sites.

I have been monitoring the gulls on Orfordness since 1968 and had watched the

colony grow from a handful of pairs to its peak in 1998 of 26,000 pairs. Since then the

colony has been in rapid decline mainly due to predation by foxes. Ringers from

Landguard Bird Observatory have fitted bright red, inscribed rings to the legs of the

gull chicks. From the total of 12,000 gulls ringed on Orfordness, nearly half have

been colour-ringed. The movements from the colony have been closely monitored

locally and, as far as the Lesser Black-backed Gull is concerned, along its migration

path to NW Africa. In recent years, the colony’s dramatic downturn in fortunes has

culminated in total failure in the past two summers and the colony now hosts less

than 4,000 nesting pairs. This is not good news for people living at coastal resorts as

the gulls will be seeking safer breeding sites and the roofs will become even more

attractive.

Lowestoft is not the only town to suffer from the exodus of gulls from Orfordness.

Some have moved to natural sites in The Netherlands with many in the Rotterdam

area and several in the Zeeland region. One was reported as probably breeding on

the island of Schiermonnikoog in 2001. In Belgium several are breeding around

Zeebrugge and in France two Orfordness-reared birds have been at Le Clipon (nr

Dunkerque) and another at Calais. It is in England where dispersing gulls are nesting

on roofs. In Suffolk, several are on port roofs at Felixstowe and on industrial estate

roofs in Ipswich. At Great Yarmouth, there are one or two Orfordness protégées on

industrial estate roofs and there are others in Worcester, Harlow, Greater London

and East Sussex.

So what are the people of Lowestoft doing about it?

At enormous expense, many businesses have been persuaded to meet the gulls

head on and have employed scaring techniques that verge on the sublime to the

ridiculous. Stores such as Asda and Boots have shrouded their entire buildings with

netting and the perimeter edges with spikes. A plastic Eagle Owl has been erected

to deter gulls from nesting on the roof of the Harbour Inn and loud hailers blast out

alarm calls for 365 days of the year from the roofs of warehouses in and around Lake

Lothing. Last year the Birdseye factory took up kite flying to deter the birds, a pursuit

that the proprietors have so far abandoned this season. There are many gadgets

that are available on the market to dissuade gulls from nesting. There are special
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balloons that depict the eye of the menacing Great Black-backed Gull and the

manufacturers claim that to the gull, the eye looks even bigger as it is blown about

in the wind. People are being driven to despair by the presence of these vicious

beasts and have taken up extreme measures to discourage the gulls from nesting.

For example, last summer the police were called to arrest a local manager in

Commercial Road who had armed himself with a rifle and was taking pot-shots at

the avian invaders. It was a scene more reminiscent of the Wild West rather than a

quiet street in Lowestoft. The nesting gulls are rapidly spreading throughout the

town and are now pioneering the London Road South Industrial Estate along with

many other areas. How long will it be before the whole of Lowestoft is shrouded in

netting?

So what do our gulls think of all this? Not much judging by their reactions. A pair

of Herring Gulls has nested immediately under klaxons and gulls have found the

anti-perching spikes ideal for nesting, giving their chicks added protection against

airborne predators. Netting is only a deterrent for a few years, as weathering will

soon cause it to sag and the gulls will nest on top of it. 

Lowestoft is proud to host its own Kittiwake Colony

A significant increase in numbers of Kittiwakes became apparent in the Lowestoft

area around 1946 with birds mainly present from May to October or November. This

increase continued through the 1950s and, in 1958, two pairs nested on Lowestoft’s

South Pier Pavilion. The progress of this colony has been extensively monitored.

Numbers increased steadily and, by 1970, 32 pairs were present. During the 1970s,

the colony spread onto buildings surrounding the harbour area and, by 1979, the

breeding population had reached 86 pairs. Many of the favoured buildings were then

demolished and birds were dissuaded from nesting on others by means of

cementing ledges and the erection of netting. This caused fluctuation in numbers

from year to year. The greatest threat to this colony came in the late 1980s when

plans were drawn up to demolish the South Pier Pavilion as this was the only

remaining nest site. However, the birds had become quite an attraction for holiday-

makers and locals alike and when Associated British Ports offered to construct a

purpose-built wall, at a cost of £10,000, to which the gulls would hopefully transfer,

this was eagerly accepted. The final year of breeding on the South Pier was 1988

when there were 107 nests, but the birds soon became accustomed to their new

home and have flourished ever since. A peak of 259 nests (202 of these successful)

produced 303 young in 1995. More than 4,000 young Kittiwakes have fledged in

Lowestoft’s harbour area and fledging success is high, with an average of around 1.5

young flying from each nest. More northern British colonies suffer greatly from

predation, with Great Skuas and Great Black-backed Gulls being frequent culprits.

Unusual nesting sites at Lowestoft include tyre fenders, oil rig window frames and

mooring posts. In the last few years, the Kittiwakes have expanded their colony to

take in Claremont Pier, where numbers are increasing rapidly. This summer, the pier

hosted 29 occupied nests. 

Breeding attempts away from Lowestoft have largely been met with failure, but,

since 1994, colonies have become established on Sizewell rigs building in number

to 22 pairs in 1995 and to 255 in 2005. The Suffolk colonies are the only ones

7THE HARRIER –  September 2007
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between Yorkshire and Kent. With the rigs now obsolete, there are plans afoot to

demolish the towers before they tumble into the sea and become a hazard to

shipping. The Kittiwakes will need to find new homes and there are proposals to

build another wall within the harbour area of the Port of Lowestoft. 

Back in The Harrier – Bulletin No. 147 published in December 2006 member

Patrick Armstrong described a walk around Herdsman Lake Regional Park

within the city limits of Perth, Western Australia. Indeed, Patrick described the visit

as a Field Excursion of the SOG Western Australian sub-branch. I was very interested

in this account as I was planning to visit that area in late March and April with my

son Jeremy and his family for a two week holiday. Quite a few days were to be spent

in Perth. I contacted Patrick and received advice and a challenge to beat the 30

species mentioned in his account.

Herdsman Lake was everything Patrick described and more. Finding such a

magnifi cent wetland of about 1,000 acres within sight of downtown Perth and the

WACA Test Cricket Ground was surreal. It was not the only such place either; we

found many more including Lake Monger, smaller but just as exciting.

We made two visits, each longer than Patrick’s thirty minutes. The weather on

both occasions was warm and sunny and our only disappointment was that the

visitor centre was shut and the occupants of the adjoining WWF office non-

communica tive, not living up to the Welcome Swallows flying overhead. Even this

was offset by finding five Nankeen Night Herons roosting in nearby trees.

The habitat of the area is basically large areas of reed beds and open water with

some scrubby sections and shallower area. Surrounding the lake is typical suburbia

but with large areas of public mown grass running down to the waters edge. These

always seem to have Magpie-Larks, Australian Magpies, Red Wattlebirds and

Laughing and Spotted Doves. Immediately on arrival we were confronted with a

flock of c20 Glossy Ibises, six Straw-necked Ibises, six Australian White Ibises, three

Great White Egrets and two Yellow-billed Spoonbills. Searching further we found 30

Australian Stilts, numerous Australian Darters and two Australian Pelicans. The open

water was full of wildfowl, the most conspicuous being c40 Black Swans. Closer

inspection revealed Australian Wood Ducks, Grey Teal, Musk Ducks, Hardheads and

Australian Shelducks. The moorhens mentioned by Patrick are all Dusky Moorhens

and both the familiar Great Crested Grebes and Australasian Grebes were present in

good numbers.

The birds that I found most amusing were the throngs of Purple Swamphens. So

skulking in Europe but here we had to fight quite aggressively to keep them out of

our rucksacks and packed lunch. Even when we got the food out they jumped on

the picnic table and quite fearlessly tried to steal anything we did not cling on to.

Raptors were much in evidence and we enjoyed views of Black-shouldered Kite

(another species found in Europe) and Whistling Kites and Swamp Harriers. The

latter were just like dark Marsh Harriers and after a while you could imagine yourself

by an East Anglian fen. A stroll along the grassy sward looking into trees and gardens

Herdsman Lake revisited
Derek Moore
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produced 22 Little Corellas (a local pest), 10 Rainbow Lorikeets and two Grey

Butcherbirds.

We returned for a second visit a few days later and walked a different section of

the lake. Most of the species seen on the first visit were present but we found over

30 Yellow-billed Spoonbills on this occasion. A backwater also had a roosting flock

of 30 Great Cormorants and careful scrutiny revealed a female Blue-billed Duck. An

Australian Hobby hunted a dyke picking dragonflies with the usual dexterity quite

unafraid of me standing just yards away. A walk through scrubby woodland revealed

Silvereyes, Singing Honeyeaters, Grey Fantails, Rufous Whistlers, Willie Wagtails and

Spotted Pardelotes. Passing a reedy ditch we also heard the song and saw the

Australian Reed Warbler.

Herdsman Lake really is a superb site and in all we recorded over 60 species

having spent much longer than Patrick in our quest. The excellent publication

“Birding Sites Around Perth” reckons you can see 100 species at the right time. 

So how many other expat SOG members live in exotic places and can share their

favourite birding spots? I cannot promise to visit them all but certainly Patrick’s

experience inspired me to go to Herdsman Lake, something I will never regret.
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1. Herdsman

Lake

2. Glossy Ibis

3. Little Corella

4. Straw-necked Ibis

All pics by

Derek Moore

1 2

3 4
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An interesting article appeared in a recent ‘BBC Wildlife’ magazine in which the

author, John Lawton Roberts, discussed the remarkable increase in Britain’s

Raven population. In recent decades there have been significant changes in the

countryside from which Ravens appear to have benefited. Lawton Roberts gave

details of the rise in population and the reasons behind it. In parts of western Britain

the number of sheep grazing the hills has increased substantially to the benefit of

carrion feeders, and this has led to the huge increase in Ravens, particularly of non-

breeding/non-territory holding birds and some very large roosts of such birds have

built up. One of the largest of these was found on Anglesey in the early 1990s; it held

as many as 1,600 Ravens!

Another factor fuelling the population explosion is the much reduced persecution

in recent decades, which is partly due to the decline in the number of gamekeepers

and partly to the fact that Ravens have been protected since 1981 as have their nests

and eggs. Anyone convicted of killing a Raven or taking its eggs is liable to a fine of

up to £5,000 or to six months in jail, or both. Of course it would be naïve to think that

persecution does not occur, especially on some of the grouse moors – I recently

spent a week birding in grouse-shooting country in eastern Scotland where I saw

very few Ravens. However, the large number of Ravens on the sheep infested

western hills ensures that a steady flow overspills into more eastern areas.

It is not just the northern grouse moors which receive these birds; some Ravens

have spread to lowland areas of England and, according to Lawton Roberts, there

are now only a handful of counties where they do not breed. Apart from Suffolk the

only counties which still don’t have breeding Ravens are Lincolnshire, Norfolk,

Essex, Kent, Cambridgeshire, Surrey and Greater London.

What about Suffolk – could they return as a breeding species? Ravens were once

part of the county’s regular avifauna. ‘The Birds of Suffolk’ states “During the early

part of the 19th century, the Raven appears to have been fairly common in many

parts of Suffolk. However, persecution by farmers and gamekeepers, egg-collectors

and young being taken from the nest for pets, eventually saw its demise.” Piotrowski

(in ‘The Birds of Suffolk’) lists eight records for the period 1954-2002; what are the

origins of these birds? It has been suggested (in ‘The Birds of Norfolk’) that some of

the recent Norfolk records may well have arrived from Holland where there has

been a successful re-introduction scheme, but surely, now that the species has

increased so much in western Britain and is known to have spread from there to

may parts of lowland England, the birds which have been seen in East Anglia in

recent years are more likely to be British bred than they are to be Dutch. There is a

single piece of evidence to support this theory: ‘The Birds of Suffolk’ gives details of

a Raven that was found dead under wires at West Stow in January 1988 and which

had been ringed as a pullus in County Antrim, Northern Ireland.

If a population of Ravens were to become re-established in Suffolk, several

questions emerge. Where would they breed? What would they eat? And how would

they be received? The arable dominated farmland of the county is not what most

people would think of as typical Raven habitat. The number of sheep here is tiny
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Will the Raven ever return to breed in Suffolk?
John Hampshire
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compared, for example, to that in parts of Wales. Also, new laws compel farmers to

remove dead livestock from their fields so the opportunity to forage on livestock

carrion is not what it might be for a scavenger like the Raven. However, there are

many other feeding opportunities. It is true that Ravens are carrion specialists –

Derek Ratcliffe in ‘The Raven’ describes them as ‘vulture substitutes’, but they will

take a wide range of other food items and Ratcliffe’s book lists a huge range of prey

items. It also mentions the diet of Ravens in southern Spain where they feed mainly

on cereals. Well, there is certainly plenty of cereal in Suffolk! There is also a fair

amount of carrion in Suffolk; not much sheep carrion perhaps, but these days there

are a lot of other sources of dead meat. Our burgeoning population of deer has no

natural predators, which means that these animals die of old age, disease etc and

then become available to scavengers. There are plenty of other possibilities in the

form of dead rabbits, birds and roadkills. In addition to this, Ravens are known to

take invertebrates, a wide range of plant matter and to pick items from rubbish

dumps. There are also some more unexpected items in their diet, for example,

moles are regularly taken and it is known that Norfolk’s last surviving pair fed

especially on moles.

As to the question of where they might nest in Suffolk, there might not be the crags

and the cliffs of the uplands, or the abandoned quarries of some areas, and the sea-

cliffs may be a bit tame, but there are other possibilities in the form of private and

undisturbed blocks of woodland. Lawton Roberts writes ‘in the English lowlands the

most likely breeding sites tend to be in clumps of tall conifers, often in the park of

country estates.’ So there are certainly potential breeding sites in the county but

would they be well received by estate owners, farmers and the shooting fraternity?

There would probably be a certain amount of antagonism towards Ravens as there

is towards Carrion Crows but that has not stopped Carrion Crows increasing

significantly in recent years. Things have changed in the countryside. There are far

fewer gamekeepers nowadays and there is much less need for them to be so

concerned about predation of pheasants and partridges. These days most

gamebirds are reared in captivity before being released for shooting – partly because

of this we have seen a large increase in a wide range of predatory birds and

mammals which, a few decades ago, would have been shot, trapped or poisoned at

every opportunity. Maybe there is now room for a few Ravens on some of the Suffolk

estates.

If Ravens did become established here, would they ‘fit in’? As birders, obviously

we would welcome the chance to see them, but what about their impact on the

local fauna and how should they be received? I imagine a few people would send

letters to the local press expressing their concerns that Ravens would be plundering

every nest in sight; but that would certainly not be the case. In fact, Ravens which

are dominant over Carrion Crows, actually suppress the numbers of that species.

Although Carrion Crows will sometimes nest within the territory of a pair of Ravens,

they will usually nest on the very edge of the larger corvid’s territory, or more likely

outside it. This will naturally limit the number of breeding pairs of Carrion Crows, so

the presence of a pair of Ravens in an area could actually reduce the number of egg-

plundering corvids. This, for me, is a good example of what I have always believed,

in that the more pieces of the original ‘jig-saw’ that are in place, the better for the
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overall health of the general eco-system. It should be added that from what I have

read about Ravens there does seem to be some discrepancy about how much they

themselves raid the nests of other birds. Some reports say they are regular egg-

thieves, other authors say that in general they are not, although some individuals can

be egg-specialists. However, it does seem that the nests of one species are regularly

plundered, and that is the Carrion Crow, so it does seem that Ravens can be a

natural check on the numbers of that species.

Surely a few pairs of Ravens breeding in Suffolk would be a great re-addition to

our fauna. Personally I’d like to see as many pieces of the original jig-saw as possible

– Ravens, White-tailed Eagles, Beavers, Wild Boar.

References
Goodwin D, 1986, Crows of the World.

Lawton Roberts J, 2006, The Return of the Raven. BBC Wildlife February 2006.

Piotrowski S, 2003, The Birds of Suffolk.

Ratcliffe D, 1997, The Raven.

Rooney M, 1994, Ravens in Norfolk. Norfolk Bird Club Bulletin No 9.

Taylor M, et al. 1999, The Birds of Norfolk.

I resisted twitching last winter’s long-staying Barrow’s Goldeneye in Scotland

because I was determined that I wanted to see this species in its ‘true home’ in

Iceland. At the end of May this year Brenda and I booked a last-minute short-break

to Lake Myvatn: we flew from Stansted to Keflavik (Iceland’s international airport)

and then on to Akureryi in the north of the island, with an hour’s subsequent drive

through to our hotel on the banks of Lake Myvatn. We didn’t hire a car, and the next

three days were spent on a couple of hotel-organised guided tours and walking in

the vicinity of the lake. I had expected it to be cool, but it was actually extremely cold

and snowed almost continuously for the three days we were there.

Lake Myvatn is shallow throughout providing extensive feeding areas rich in

midge larvae and other food, there are some important wetlands around the lake,

and the main outflow is the Laxa River which is fast flowing and turbulent where it

leaves the lake. Much of the lake surround is made up of jumbled lava fields or

sheep grazing pastures. There are very few trees.

Lake Myvatn is famous for its ducks. Thirteen species breed regularly around the

lake. The most numerous are Tufted Duck, Scaup and Wigeon all of which are

numbered in their thousands. Gadwall, Mallard, Pintail, Teal, Common Scoter, Long-

tailed Duck, Barrow’s Goldeneye and Red-breasted Merganser are also reasonably

common, and Goosander is scarce. Harlequin Duck occurs commonly on the Laxa

River where it forms the outflow from the lake. In pottering about we saw all these

species in abundance. We also saw Eiders at Akureryi, Greylag Geese widespread,

Whooper Swans nesting on many of the smaller lakes, loads of Slavonian Grebes,

and several Great Northern Divers – not a bad selection of waterfowl! Great Northern

Duck watching at Lake Myvatn, Iceland
Richard Rafe
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Diver, Barrow’s Goldeneye and Harlequin Duck are ostensibly American and those

in Iceland form the only European breeding birds.

The lakeside fields and larva flows were home to an abundance of waders –

Golden Plover were everywhere, and Snipe, Whimbrel and Black-tailed Godwits

were abundant and conspicuous, with additionally a few Redshank, Ringed Plover

and Dunlin. We even saw Golden Plover and Snipe on the hotel ‘lawn’, with the

latter species also prone to sit and call atop street lights. We didn’t see Red-necked

Phalarope and I can only presume we were too early and they hadn’t arrived on

their breeding pools yet. 

Passerines were scarce apart from Redwings, Meadow Pipits, White Wagtails, and

Wheatears. I had a distant view of a Gyr Falcon skimming the lake sending clouds

of ducks and waders scattering before it, and a couple of roadside Ptarmigan.

Overall a wonderful birding experience: the ducks and waders were abundant and

approachable, it was great to reacquaint myself with how gorgeous Golden Plovers

are in full breeding regalia, singing Redwings were a novelty, but most of all seeing

Barrow’s Goldeneye and Harlequin Ducks in a spectacular, if snowy, landscape was

all I expected it to be – fantastic. And the volcanic geology was also pretty impressive

with its lava flows, craters, mudsprings, steam vents and visible signs of the earth

splitting apart as the American and European plates move out from the mid-Atlantic

ridge.
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1. Lake Myvatn

2. The splitting of the earth

3. Harlequin Ducks

All pics by Richard Rafe
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J ean asked me if I would like to lead a trip to my local park, so I thought the best

time would be an early morning spring visit. The trip was a joint meeting with

the Friends of Holywells Park and two Park Rangers accompanied us.

A good number of keen people were at the park gates at 4.30 am and as we

congregated at the stable block, we were greeted by a Song Thrush and Robin

loudly singing away. As we headed off through the woods the number of birds

singing increased so that we were surrounded on all sides by a wonderful blanket

of song. Blackbirds were common along with more Robins, Wrens and Song

Thrushes. Blackcaps then joined in and we probably heard four or five in total during

the walk and while listening to one by the moat area a fox was noted – one of the

other reasons to visit so early. A Treecreeper was heard along the main thorough-

fare along with our first Chiffchaff of the morning. Green and Great Spotted

Woodpeckers were heard as we headed down to Pond 5 and 6 and along the canal.

Stock Doves were noted flying over as well as Carrion Crow and Magpie and several

Moorhens were seen around the ponds. There was no sign of the Mandarins that

frequent the park on occasions and a vocal Green Woodpecker decided to play hide

and seek above our heads briefly showing on a branch before quickly slipping out

of view, but eventually all got to see it. On our way back to the stable block, the ‘Bat

Tree’ was pointed out with an explanation that it has been fenced off for safety

reasons. Back at the stable block the Song Thrush and Robin were still heartily

singing away to finish an enjoyable early morning walk. My thanks to the Park

Rangers for their assistance.

The day commenced with the assembled 11 SOG members making their way

from the car park at Kessingland towards the sewage station. Along the lane

Lesser Whitethroat and Chiffchaff were heard, and a Robin, Long-tailed Tit,

Dunnock and Blackcap were seen. Several members clambered up the bank beside

the sewage beds, and heads were pressed against the wire fence eagerly hoping to

catch sight of a Grey Wagtail, which unfortunately did not materialise and so we had

to be content with adding Pied Wagtail to our list.

We then made our way across the scrubby area where a Sedge Warbler was seen

and the unmistakable reeling of a Grasshopper Warbler was heard. Members

patiently waited to get a glimpse of the bird which was obviously very close to where

we were standing, but unfortunately we were unsuccessful. Whilst we were

scanning around for the Grasshopper Warbler, good numbers of House Martins and

Swallows flew overhead. We continued walking around the scrubby area and had

good views of orange tip, tortoiseshell, peacock and speckled wood butterflies, as
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Kessingland to Benacre – 29 April 2007
Val Lockwood [Leader Richard Smith]

Recent Field Meetings

Holywells Park, Ipswich Dawn Chorus, 28 April 2007
Gi Grieco [Leader]
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well as a much photographed large red damselfly, a first for the season for many

members. A Cetti’s Warbler was heard calling and a Whitethroat was seen perching

on brambles. Whilst watching the Whitethroat, the Cetti’s call was heard again and

then we were rewarded with excellent views of two Cetti’s Warblers flitting around

in the brambles and bushes. We moved on further observing a red admiral and a

holly blue butterfly along the way. On making our way back to the lane the

melodious call of a Garden Warbler was heard so the group stopped and all had

good views of the warbler. We continued on to the field at the end of the lane where

an ascending Skylark was seen and heard. We stopped to admire the view and to

scan for raptors – a Kestrel was seen hovering and then the call of a Cuckoo was

heard which was finally tracked down by members with ‘scopes to a very distant

tree.

We pressed on towards the beach at Kessingland, adding Goldcrest to our

growing list. Several of the group couldn’t resist the lure of an ice-cream and missed

a Fulmar seen from the viewing area. Ice-creams in hand we continued along the

beach first observing a Kestrel, then an obliging female Wheatear which was on

sentinel duty on a large slab of concrete. Another four Wheatears were seen on the

beach close by. On reaching the fields close to the beach, a scan of the area

revealed a Mistle Thrush and six Bar-tailed Godwits, and two Hobbies were seen in

flight.

The group stopped near the river by the sluice and Stonechat, Linnet and Meadow

Pipit were called. We were about to move on when I spotted a Black Redstart flying

down river which landed on the security fence around the sluice affording good, but

brief, views to all members. After the excitement of seeing the Black Redstart we

decided to break for lunch. It was very pleasant sitting on the grass enjoying the

sunshine and the contents of our lunch-boxes. Whilst eating lunch a small copper

was added to the day’s list of butterflies, followed by a beautiful green hairstreak;

the first for the season for all members of the group and a new species for a few

members.

After lunch we proceeded on to Benacre Broad observing Sand Martins, a

Whimbrel and a Marsh Harrier in flight along the way, plus two more

green hairstreak butterflies near Beach Farm. On reaching the Broad, Green-

shank, Little Egret, Grey Plover, Oystercatcher, Avocet, Knot, three Sanderling,

Sandwich Terns, Bar-tailed Godwits, Dunlin, Ruff, three Curlews and a Heron

were seen.

On our return journey a short sea-watch revealed two Kittiwakes. Also a solitary

Filedfare was observed in the field with the Mistle Thrush. There was also a touch

of drama as the fire brigade had been called to extinguish a small heath fire which

mercifully had not spread over much of the vegetation.

All agreed it had been an excellent meeting; in total we had seen 72 species of

birds, and also a good variety of butterflies. Many thanks on behalf of the group to

Richard Smith for leading the meeting, and as always to Jean Garrod for arranging

this and the rest of the programme.
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Well what a funny old morning we all had! As most of you are probably aware,

Landguard is nationally famous for producing some stunningly rare ‘land’

based birds over the years, but not waders! Considering there normally isn’t even a

puddle on the reserve, you would be forgiven for thinking that the four best birds of

the trip would be anything other than waders! Well read on please and be as

surprised as those who attended were! 

Unlike most of the trips I lead, where we normally have to really chisel out any

quality birds that we see, today’s highlights literally came to us! As Landguard is my

local patch, I had already been inside the Observatory for sometime before I was

due to lead the trip which started at 0800hrs so when the two star birds flew in

together at 0735hrs, I was pleading for them to stick! I met the smallish group of ten

members in the car park and at 0800hrs, after letting them know that there were

rich pickings on the common, I had them practically running out along the road

(OK – in my somewhat fuller state that might be a slight exaggeration!) to hopefully

collect our bounty! Nerves were frayed as initial scans failed to locate our trophies

but then in their full glory, they graced our presence – two wonderful Dotterel

feeding together on the short grass! One was an absolute stunner and so was

aged and sexed as an adult female but the other was definitely somewhat lacking

and so was assumed to be a first year male (careful what you are thinking here

ladies!) due to the ‘just left off work look’! As I was already aware that there was

little else to see, we really filled our boots on these birds, watching them until

they flew in a large arc, eventually heading off south over the river into Essex at

0835hrs.

We then proceeded to stroll around the common taking in several Wheatears

which included a few classic looking Greenland males before then discussing the

finer points of sexing the local Shelducks which was relatively easy because the

males had rather large red knobs – on their bills! The jetty then completed the

quartet of quality waders as two of the three wintering Purple Sandpipers were

located huddled together on the end of it. These birds were only seen once more

after our trip before they finally headed off north. Next stop was the beach as we

were treated to pleasant views of two pairs of nesting Ringed Plovers with the

second pair actually performing an incubation duty change-over. With the Common

now completely exhausted of birds, we headed into the Observatory with the hope

of maybe seeing a bird or two in the hand but alas, although a Willow Warbler was

singing within the ringing area, nothing could be tempted into a mist net! All was not

lost though as chocolate biscuits and mugs of tea or coffee were handed around. A

fitting end to a fine morning’s birding. My thanks go to Nigel Odin for taking the time

to assist and to Mike James for attempting to catch us a bird – maybe next year! Also

as per usual, my thanks to the members who attended and made the morning all

that more enjoyable.

Landguard Bird Observatory – 5 May 2007
Justin Zantboer [Leader]
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B y 10.30 am, ten members plus Vicky, Assistant Site Manager of the Walberswick

NNR, who had organised the trip, gathered at the Coastal Voyager’s car park at

Southwold harbour. The day was cloudy with a stiffish southerly breeze. Everybody

was kitted out with life jackets, and offered waterproofs. Just after 11 am, the

Voyager, crewed by the owner, Marcus, with Carol as mate, set out on what is

advertised as a “peaceful river cruise” up the River Blyth. A Little Egret flew over the

harbour mouth as we were leaving.

As we travelled through the harbour, Marcus informed us of some of the maritime

history of the area particularly in respect of the changing paths of the local rivers and

the resulting rivalry between Southwold and Dunwich.

There was little exposed mud in the lower reaches of the river but a Common

Sandpiper was repeatedly pushed along the river bank ahead of the boat before it

eventually doubled back. The large islands near Tinker’s Marshes were home to a

colony of Black-headed Gulls, and several breeding pairs of Mediterranean Gulls

and a handful of other gulls were also present. A few Common Terns were feeding

in the vicinity.

Further upstream, the extensive mudflats of Bulcamp and Angel Marshes held

numbers of common waders, particularly Redshanks, Oystercatchers and Curlews

together with a few Avocets. After mooring at Blythburgh, we headed for the White

Hart for lunch after which we set off down river for the return journey. Just a few

Black-tailed Godwits plus two Grey Herons were added to the list on the way back. 

At Southwold, we unloaded unnecessary baggage and were securely strapped

into our seats before being taken out to sea hoping for harbour porpoise. This

second part of the trip was in total contrast to the river cruise. Approaching the

harbour mouth, the Voyager accelerated rapidly, its bow rose and we sped out into

a rather choppy sea. At times, the boat seemed to jump the troughs between the

waves, often landing somewhat jarringly. The experience must surely be the closest

thing to a fairground ride ever likely on a SOG trip! Unfortunately, there was no sign

of the porpoises but a lone Fulmar was seen low over the water.

It was about 2.30 pm as we disembarked. Many thanks to Vicky, Marcus and Carol

for a very out-of-the-ordinary SOG trip.

A s members assembled in the car park a Hobby flew over South Marsh and five

Avocets were observed along with a few Shelduck. Many Swifts and hirundines

were flying around in the strong winds. Proceeding along the beach path Skylarks

could be heard singing, with Whitethroat present in the scrub by the road.

Unfortunately a Grasshopper Warbler that some members had noted earlier could

not be re-found. Crossing the marsh provided more warblers including Cetti’s, Reed

and Sedge. On reaching the heath grassland a fine female Whinchat showed well

on a wire fence and a Wheatear was located nearby.
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River Blyth by Boat – 6 May 2007
Brian Buffery [Leader Vicky Francis, Natural England]

North Warren – 12 May 2007
Gi Grieco [Leader Dave Thurlow]
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A pair of Mistle Thrushes was seen at the start of the rail footpath and, as we

progressed along, further warbler species were encountered including Chiffchaff,

Willow Warbler, more Whitethroats, Blackcaps and Garden Warblers, with the latter

two testing members ID skills in differentiating their songs.

Few butterflies were seen so Odonata attracted people’s attention with Four-

spotted Chaser, Hairy Dragonfly and Azure and Large Red Damselfly. A bright

coloured red beetle provided a photo opportunity and was later identified as Red-

headed Cardinal Beetle.

On reaching the fens a pair of Marsh Harriers was seen over the reeds along with

two Hobbies that both landed in a tree giving distant but good views. A Little Egret

was seen on the way back and the Whinchat was enjoyed again.

Our thanks to Dave for an enjoyable outing.

In view of the poor weather forecast and a 7 am start it was somewhat surprising

to see 15 members turn up at Eastbridge. The walk today would be quite a long one,

approximately 4.5 miles, taking in Dunwich Heath, East Hide at Minsmere and then out

onto the levels and back to the car park. Taking in such a variety of habitats should give

us a large and varied selection of birds although this year it was rather quiet.

Setting off along the road that leads into Minsmere it was not long before we

stopped to listen to the bird song coming from the woodland on either side of the

road. We heard at least two Cuckoos, Nightingale and Blackcap. Fortunately a

Garden Warbler also started singing so that we could make a direct comparison with

its song and that of the Blackcap. We then took a path leading away from the reserve

and up onto Dunwich Heath. Apart from Great Spotted Woodpecker and the first of

many Cetti’s Warblers we saw or heard very little, and even a dead-cert spot for

Redstart failed to produce. We did however see the first of several red deer browsing

the vegetation, all of which were hinds, as would be expected at this time of year.

The heath was also quiet with the Dartford Warblers quite difficult to find at first

(there was a chilly wind), although eventually everybody had good views, and

Stone chats were unusually inconspicuous.

One of the first birds we saw, as we walked along the beach, was a Bittern flying

over the reed bed below Dunwich cliff. From East Hide we found six Mediterranean

Gulls that were settling down to nest again this year. There was a nice selection of

Black-tailed Godwits, totalling 36, in various states of plumage, from winter to full

summer, and there were also some very smart Turnstones. Also of note was a male

White Wagtail. On leaving the hide a Cetti’s Warbler was heard along the path and

after a great deal of searching it gave itself up, uncharacteristically perching on top

of a gate and singing in full view. The walk from the sluice across the levels was an

unbroken chorus of Sedge and Reed Warbler song. We stopped to scan a small pool

which had Little Egret and a few Redshank on the margins, another Bittern was seen

in flight and four Wheatear were perched on the ruins of the old chapel. On the final

stretch the forecast rain started to fall, but we all agreed that it had been worthwhile. 

Many thanks to all for an enjoyable meeting.
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Minsmere/Dunwich – 13 May 2007
Ashley Gooding [Leader]
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The group arrived at the RSPB reserve to find an extremely full car park. News

had recently broken that a pair of Common Cranes was nesting on the fen, so

the site was much busier than usual. After a head count and a last minute search of

the car park we set off via the new visitor centre (and toilets) and made our way

west along the inner track, parallel to the railway line.

The raucous calls of young Rooks echoed around the first poplar plantation and

before long we reached a ‘watchpoint’. The RSPB had set up a small gazebo and

two benches on a vantage point overlooking reedy pools and distant poplars. We

were told that Golden Orioles had been seen flying between the two plantations (as

in the previous year). As we watched two Hobbies flew low over the pools, hawking

for newly-emerged dragonflies. A Kestrel and a Sparrowhawk also put in brief

appearances. After several minutes of watching we decided to press on and a short

distance along the track we heard a Golden Oriole calling in the left hand plantation.

Despite patient searching it did not show, but eventually two birds flew out into an

adjoining plantation. Most of the group had a reasonable, if brief, view of the birds.

As we approached the third plantation we stopped to get a closer view of the

Hobbies hunting in the lee of the trees, one or two occasionally giving good views

as they perched in the trees. Continuing along the track the tall vegetation on both

sides held good numbers of singing Whitethroats and Sedge Warblers.

We eventually reached the riverbank and the area overlooking the large reedbed,

where most people were watching for the Cranes. As we ascended the bank two

Common Terns flew noisily downriver. Most people decided this was a good spot to

have lunch, so we sat on the riverbank full of anticipation. Several Herons flew low

over the large reedbed, and several Marsh Harriers quartered the area, but no

Cranes appeared. The number of Hobbies could not match last year’s record total

but there were still an impressive two dozen or so hawking over the reeds.

Most of the group decided to move on after lunch, enthused by the prospect of

seeing a Golden Oriole nest in the nearby plantation. A few decided to remain on

the riverbank to try and see the Cranes. We reached the group of birders looking into

the poplar plantation and at least one had his scope on the nest. The brown

coconut-shaped nest was practically invisible amongst the leaves, but the head of

the female bird was quite clear. Continuing along the riverbank we passed several

non-breeding Mute Swans, and on the washland the leader picked out a male

Garganey in the reeds at the back of the pool. The main wash area had several pairs

of Great-crested Grebes and Coots, plus a few Gadwall.

I t had been two years since the last SOG visit to Stanta, the 40,000 or so acres of

military training area surrounded by Thetford Forest. We had been warned by the

Commandant that due to current heavy training commitments it might be necessary

to limit us to a small part of the area. Nonetheless those of us who had been before
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Lakenheath Fen – 19 May 2007
Chris Gregory [Leader]

Stanta – 2 June 2007
Dr Jonathan Lawley [Leader Paul Holness]
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knew that this was an opportunity to see a uniquely beautiful area unspoiled by

modernity and hugely rich in wildlife.

It was a warm day and there was hardly a cloud in the sky; just about perfect.

Besides having the weather on our side we were extremely lucky as the day was

one when there was a rare break in the training activity. Our party was met by our

leader Paul Holness whose arrangement with the army to monitor the wildlife in the

area goes back 30 years. A co-host was RSM Trevor Geddes, a keen birdwatcher. The

first stop for our minibus was the top of Frog Hill, reached through mature woodland

where on our last visit we had seen a pair of nesting Redstarts. The view was

stunning, miles and miles of grassland, woods and more grassland. One could have

been back in the middle ages. Our walk in the woods behind the hill produced no

Redstarts, but we saw a Willow Warbler and Blackcaps and mainly just enjoyed our

first taste of the environment. Then it was back to the bus and across a bridge and

we stopped beside the road and listened to Curlew calling. This was the place

where the army, helped by lots of rabbit activity, is encouraging settlement by Stone

Curlews.

Further along the road we stopped again beside an area of woodland and this

time we saw a wonderful pair of Redstarts obviously nesting nearby. We did not stay

long but moved on to observe a Stonechat posing prominently. Soon after we saw

Wheatear; a rare sight nowadays according to Paul. We were making for an area of

cultivation where we had a chance of seeing Stone Curlews. The area beside the

road was largely bare of vegetation for about 200 yards up to the culti vated area. Paul

was concerned that we would disturb the birds if we approached too close, so we

set up telescopes near the road and tried to scour the ten or so acres of sugar beet.

Talk about a needle-in-a-haystack, and at distance. Miraculously one of our number

found an adult bird which from its behaviour seemed to have chicks. We all had a

good look before moving towards Stamford Water and picnic lunches. On the way

we stopped first to look at a Buzzard flying close by and then for a Hobby flying high

and at great speed. Before settling down to our sandwiches and admiring the great

sweep of the lake, we were fascinated to see banded demoiselles on the fast water

running out of the lake.

In the afternoon, sightings included a Spotted Flycatcher in a patch of woodland;

Paul said there are fewer of them around this year than normal. He then took us on

to see a great success story – the colony of about 300 Sand Martins. Every year the

army excavates leaving a wall of sandy soil about ten feet high; the wall must be

vertical otherwise the birds would not make their nesting holes. The sand taken

away is used year after year by soldiers making sandbags. So everyone is happy. 

Our next destination was the wonderful, sparkling, clear, unpolluted River Wissey

with its trout and healthy population of otters. Last time we saw three Cuckoos here.

This time we saw the dragonflies; later we heard the only Cuckoo of the day.

We saw many Swallows during the day. They nest in the old buildings including

five churches in the villages abandoned when the area was taken over for training

during World War II. Some of the houses are used during the training. The churches

continue to be meticulously maintained by the army. We also saw Skylarks regularly

during our travels, and we were fortunate to see two Woodlarks. 

The highlight of the day was another area of cultivated land which we approached
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carefully; there, within about 100 yards, were three Stone Curlews, plainly visible,

one apparently a nearly mature chick.

The final stop of the afternoon was the ornamental lake near the site of the now

demolished big house. There, besides the dragonflies, we saw Little Grebes and a

lone Egyptian Goose which nests in a large hole in a nearby tree.

It had been a wonderful, productive and enjoyable day, and a reminder of the

importance of army training areas to the environment. The SOG is extremely grateful

to the Commandant and to the Range Warden for their kind cooperation in making

the visit possible. Our thanks also go to Paul Holness for giving us the benefit of his

time, enthusiasm and considerable knowledge of this wonderful piece of England.

A s mentioned in the write up on the Nightjar evening for last year, I planned to

change the venue and also the time of year for this year’s field trip. And so I

moved the date forward a month and moved from Tangham to Blaxhall Heath,

which proved to be an unqualified success. I visited the site about two weeks prior

to the meeting with a couple of friends and we found good numbers of birds present

which was very encouraging.

The evening was still and overcast as 12 of us met in the car park at 9 pm and

walked up onto the heath, which was very quiet apart from a Cuckoo calling

occasionally. At about 9.20 we heard the first bird churring soon followed by the

distinctive flight call and the bird was soon located flying low over the heather. It was

still fairly light but the birds were already active and made for excellent viewing. The

males display flight soon attracted a female as he glided along with wings held in a

deep V and his tail spread to show off its white spots in all their glory. Shortly after -

wards he landed on top of a nearby pine and began churring, silhouetted against the

sky. It got better: another male started churring about 50 m away and was located

on the bare branches of an oak tree, again it soon attracted a female and as they

flew around together another male joined them and there was much territorial

displaying between the two males, with wing clapping and tail spreading, again, to

show off those tail and wing patches. A male bird suddenly appeared in front of us,

flying very low, and eventually dropped into the heather about 6 m away and was

producing a constant “grrring” sound as though it had left its engine running for

several minutes, something which I had never heard before; in fact over the two

evenings I heard vocalisations unknown to me, probably because the birds were so

close. Then it all stopped.

We moved to another area and after a while we had a few more birds churring

although it was almost impossible to see them as it was now getting quite dark, and

located the last bird of the evening perched in a dead tree, again silhouetted against

the darkening sky. 

This was one of the most exciting and spell-binding evenings I have ever had with

Nightjars and this was also echoed by the rest of the group; standing there hearing

the comments and buzz running through the group was very rewarding. I look

forward to repeating this meeting next year.
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Nightjars on Blaxhall Heath – 7 June 2007
Ashley Gooding [Leader]
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S teve Fryett leads several field trips every year. His telephone number is listed as

contact on the meetings programme card. Steve has now moved and his

telephone number on the card for 2007 is incorrect. His new ‘phone number is

01394 383413.

The Bird Atlas 2007-11 is a huge and exciting project that will map the abundance

and distribution of birds in Britain and Ireland during the breeding season and

winter. It will be fascinating to look at the changes in distribution since the last

breeding and wintering atlases. There have been two previous breeding atlases

(1968-72 and 1988-91) and just one previous winter atlas (1981-84). Have Buzzards

continued to expand? Where do we find Snipe in the winter? Are Siskins in the same

places in summer and winter? Just some of the questions to be answered.

So given we have already had three previous atlases, and have regular monitoring

through surveys like Breeding Bird Survey, Wetland Bird Survey and bird recording

through BirdTrack, why do we need another atlas? It’s important to remember

that long-term surveys such as the BBS are sample surveys and provide us with

information on trends in populations. They do not aim to cover all of Britain and

Ireland; rather they aim to have a good geographical spread of survey sites. Atlases

give us the opportunity, about every 20 years, to visit all 10-km squares in Britain and

Ireland and record what birds are present and approximately how common they

are. It’s a snapshot of bird distribution and abundance in time.

Atlases have provided vital information for bird conservation. One of the

important findings from the last breeding atlas in the late 1980s was the widespread

range contraction of many of our farmland birds. This led to detailed research into

the causes of these declines. Will the results from Bird Atlas 2007-11 show similar

results for some woodland bird species? Will the conservation efforts for farmland

birds have made a difference? One thing is for sure, the results from this atlas will

be the basis for the conservation of birds in Britain and Ireland for the coming

decades. 

As birdwatchers, many of us are interested in numbers, distribution and change.

It will be fascinating to see the changes between the two previous breeding atlases.

It’s amazing to think that Little Egret was only recorded as a non-breeding visitor in

three 10-km squares in the 1988-91 Atlas and now they are breeding in many

counties.

As it is over 25 years since the last Winter Atlas, we can also expect to see some

significant changes in the distribution of birds in this season. Great Grey Shrike was

fairly evenly distributed across Britain, with just one record in Ireland. During 1981-

84, they were recorded in 239 10-km squares and the winter population was thought

to be around 150 individuals (and low during the atlas fieldwork period). In recent
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Change of phone number for Steve Fryett – SOG field trip leader

Bird Atlas News

Bird Atlas 2007-11                            News Update No 1
Mick Wright
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years, numbers have been much reduced. Conversely, for Pink-footed Goose we

can expect to see an increase in range and abundance. In November 1983, Pink-

footed Goose numbers reached 101,000 individuals and this has increased to

around 271,000 in October 2004. The winter distribution map for the 2007-11 Atlas

will certainly be different.

Thousands of birdwatchers will take part in fieldwork throughout Britain and

Ireland. We need all of your records – whatever you see, whenever, wherever! There

are two components to the fieldwork: 

Timed Tetrad Visits (TTVs) and Roving Recorders. TTVs involve two visits in the

summer and two in the winter to a tetrad (2 km x 2 km square). Each visit is for a

minimum of one hour and the idea is to record species you see and hear along with

numbers, so that we can calculate the relative abundance of species in the 10-km

squares. We are aiming to cover a minimum of eight tetrads in every 10-km square

(there are 25 tetrads in a 10-km square). 

Of equal importance are general birdwatching visits to 10km squares (Roving

Recorders) where the aim is to compile a species list of everything you see and hear.

We will also be gathering evidence of breeding as we go along. With over 60,000

tetrads in Britain and Ireland there is a lot of counting and recording to be done!

One of the common questions about Atlas fieldwork is “How can we find all the

species in a tetrad in a one or two hour visit?” It is important to remember that the

mapping in the national Atlas is at the 10-km level, even though the fieldwork (TTVs)

is carried out at the tetrad level. We do not expect you to find all of the species in a

tetrad because some species are scarcer than others, and some are harder to detect

than others. We will be able to calculate relative abundance at the 10-km level by

using the information collected during the TTVs at the tetrad level. Pilot fieldwork

has shown that by covering a minimum of eight tetrads out of 25 in a 10-km square,

we will have enough information to produce good estimates of relative abundance.

Fieldwork for the 1988-91 Atlas explored the potential biases in choosing a minimum

of eight tetrads (birdwatchers are bound to choose the best ones!) through the Key

Squares Survey. The Atlas aims to produce maps of relative abundance and not

absolute abundance.

Here in Suffolk we are going to take the opportunity to carry out our own Tetrad

Atlas. We have set up a working group to oversee the project with the aim of publish -

ing the results, thus providing vital information for bird conservation here in Suffolk.

Members of the working group are Steve Piotrowski, Dr Peter Lack, Andrew

Green, Colin Jakes, Nick Mason, Andrew Easton, Rob Wilton and Mick Wright. The

group can be flexible enough to co-opt expertise as and when required throughout

the Atlas period.

You can make a real contribution to the Atlas. I am very keen to recruit 10 km

coordinators to help with the workload in order to achieve full fieldwork coverage. 

From 1st November if you wish to help by being a roving recorder, 10 km

coordinator or a TTV surveyor please make contact. To find out more, visit the

website www.birdatlas.net or contact Mick Wright on 01473 710032 or email

micktwright@btinternet.com the Atlas Co-ordinator for Suffolk.

Dawn Balmer is the Atlas Co-ordinator for England and can be contacted at the,

BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24 2PU. Email: dawn.balmer@bto.org
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Curly, a well-known figure in Suffolk ornithology for the last half century, died in

a Woodbridge nursing home on 16 August 2007 after a courageous battle

against cancer.

He had been a regular attendee at SOG Indoor Meetings for several years. Suffolk

ornithologists of more mature years will have been familiar with the initials

CGDC after notable observations published in Suffolk Bird Reports for many years.

Curly’s name first appears in a Suffolk Bird Report in the 1955 edition’s List of

Observers. He was joint County Bird Recorder with his great (and also now late)

friend Rex Beecroft between 1959 and 1962 before Major Bill Payn took over the

reins.

Curly did much of his birdwatching in the Ipswich area and was particularly

interested in recording the arrival and departure of our summer visitors. Any

Suffolk ornithologist who got to know Curly quickly learned to respect his detailed

knowledge of our county and its birds.

His wife, Betty, died in December 1999 and, by his own admission, life then

became something of a struggle for Curly. However, his interest in birds remained

undiminished, both at home and abroad. He was a great servant of Suffolk

ornithology – his experience and contribution will be sorely missed.

We extend our deepest condolences to his children, Martin and Hazel, and his

four grandchildren.

A lthough it was only for the last Harrier that I didn’t write an article, it seems to

have been ages since my last update! What a funny old year it has been. What

has happened to our summer migrants, particularly the Turtle Doves and Willow

Warblers? To add to that, for the third year running it is July that provides one of

Suffolk’s birds of the year with a Squacco Heron spending a day at Minsmere (2006

was the Shingle Street Lesser Grey Shrike and 2005 was the Minsmere Lesser

Crested Tern!). It wasn’t too long ago that July was the month for birders to

attempt the annual DIY chores (so sorry to use that phrase within a birding

magazine) but now, well it’s just as well that today’s modern woman can multi-

task so well!

OK then, with the ice broken, down to the nitty gritty! We are in need of a Suffolk

Bird Report editor, to begin as soon as possible with the production of the 2007 bird

report. After already producing four superb reports from 2002 to 2005, Malcolm

Wright has decided that the 2006 report will be his fifth and last. I will not deceive

any of you: the job is a big one as Malcolm will testify. You would need to have plenty

of spare time, and some knowledge of both birding and computers would be

24 THE HARRIER –  September 2007

Curly Curtis (1932-2007)
Philip Murphy

Suffolk Ornithological Records Committee
Justin Zantboer

SOG News
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beneficial. Sounds daunting, but on the plus side, you would be making a little bit of

history, casting you name in stone for generations of Suffolk’s birders to behold in

the future as well as serving your county in its present day moment of need!

Tempted? If so, please contact either Steve Piotrowski or me. 

Other issues that have been discussed recently include the current UK County

borders mess which has again been raised nationally as a group named ACRE

(Action with Communities in Rural England) is proposing to introduce a new plan of

county borders etc! SORC will continue to recognise the Watsonian VC boundaries

and as such, we have endorsed a letter written to both ACRE and British Birds by

Andrew Easton supporting a national return to this proven system. 

We have also recently been discussing some of the historic records on the

Suffolk List and have concluded that a decision in 2005 to remove Lesser White-

fronted Goose from the Suffolk List may have been a mistake as there was a paper

produced by the SNS stating that a bird shot in 1949 at Breydon Water was ‘a new

bird to Suffolk’ so despite previous information stating that this bird was only ever

noted on Halvergate Marshes, it has been reinstated onto the Suffolk List – a paper

will be published within the Suffolk Bird Report accordingly. The thorny issue of

whether or not Sharp-tailed Sandpiper should be included as a Suffolk bird, based

on a record from Breydon Water during 1892, is still being discussed as no

conclusion can be agreed on! News on some of our other historic records includes

a review and consequent rejection by the BOURC of a record of an Eskimo Curlew

supposedly shot near Woodbridge in November 1852. This now just leaves a

single record of this species deemed as acceptable for the Suffolk list. It has also

recently been agreed that two records of Ashy-headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava

cinereocapilla) and one record of Eastern Blue-headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava

simillima) will be removed from the Suffolk list as none of them were ever

submitted to the BBRC so in reality, should not have been included. It is also worth

noting that a record of a Lammergeier shot at Methersgate in 1890 which is

currently not included on the Suffolk List, is being reviewed by the BOURC. Finally,

to lay to rest some recent ‘skeletons in the closet’, the BBRC has completed its

third review of the record of a Siberian Blue Robin at Minsmere in 2003 and again

found the record to be sound and after two reviews of a Blyth’s Reed Warbler

claimed in 2000 in Lowestoft, without further evidence the record is still deemed

unacceptable.

To close then, I have a request from the county recorders for as many of your

annual records as possible to be submitted using the new excel spread-sheets

which they will provide upon request (many of you have now been sent these but if

you are still missing them or would like further information about these, please

contact your relevant recorder), as this simplifies the procedure of entering the data

onto the main ‘Mapmate’ data collection base. As usual, I have included below

updated tables showing the status of both 2006 national and county rarity records

and also a list of 2007 records requiring supporting descriptions etc. Well that’s me

done so until the next time, happy birding.
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27/05/05 Red-footed Falcon Breydon Water south

wall N

29/10/05-05/11/05 Red-breasted Goose Covehithe/Southwold E

06/01/06-14/01/06 Ross’s Gull Lowestoft A Revett, J Wright,

R Wilton et al A

12/01/06 White-billed Diver Minsmere R Drew A

05/04/06 Red-tailed Hawk Trimley/Bawdsey N

10/05/06-17/05/06 Lesser Scaup Bramford WJ Brame, C Fulcher,

R Marsh et al A

16/05/06 Great Reed Warbler Gunton J Wright et al A

01/06/06-02/06/06 Spotted Sandpiper Minsmere JA Rowlands et al A

06/06/06 Black Stork Gazeley KJ Warrington A

29/06/06 Lesser Grey Shrike Thelnetham Fen D Mievilee + B Pleasance A

08/07/06-11/07/06 Lesser Grey Shrike Shingle Street N Mason et al A

03/08/06 Gull-billed Tern Gorleston N

10/09/06 Thrush Nightingale Hollesley R Duncan, P Catchpole

+ O Slessor A

12/09/06 Great Reed Warbler Minsmere N

14/09/06 Sooty Tern Landguard Bird Obs N

14/10/06 Great Reed Warbler Dingle Marshes D Pearson, T Howe et al A

16/10/06-24/10/06 Red-flanked Bluetail Thorpeness JA Rowlands et al A

17/10/06 Isabelline Shrike Gunton N

01/01/07 Ross’s Gull Landguard S

01/05/07 Gull-billed Tern x2 Landguard S

KEY TO CODES

A = Accepted E = Escapee N = Not Proven S = Submitted

26/08/06-28/08/06 + 03/09/06 Baird’s Sandpiper Orfordness

01/10/06 + 07/10/06 Baird’s Sandpiper Orfordness

07/10/06 Pallid Harrier Blythburgh

28/10/06-29/10/06 Marbled Teal North Warren

28/02/07 + 09/03/07 Penduline Tit Minsmere

02/05/07 Gull-billed Tern Minsmere

21/05/07-22/05/07 Broad-billed Sandpiper Breydon Water south shore

09/06/07 Great Reed Warbler Waldringfield

13/07/07 Squacco Heron Minsmere

26/07/07-30/07/07 Cattle Egret North Warren

15/08/07 Bridled Tern Southwold

24/08/07 Marbled Teal Dingle

01/01/06 Willow Tit Icklingham A Stuart + J Keep A

05/01/06-05/02/06 Arctic Redpoll

(exilipes – 2nd bird) Icklingham L Gregory et al A

11/01/06 Green-winged Teal Trimley Marshes P Newton, MT Wright et al A

15/01/06 Turtle Dove Cockfield A Gardner A

31/01/06 Willow Tit Chevington D Cawdron A

BBRC – Update on submitted records

Outstanding BBRC rarities descriptions for 2006/7

SORC – Status of 2006 records
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04/02/06-13/03/06 Arctic Redpoll (exilipes) Rendlesham Park R Marsh, LG Woods et al A

07/02/06 Puffin Dunwich Beach R Drew A

12/03/06 White-spotted Bluethroat Landguard K Lewis (photographed) A

13/03/06 Rough-legged Buzzard Woolverstone/

Chelmondiston N

18/03/06 Little Bunting Blythburgh N

28/03/06-02/04/06 Alpine Swift x2 Lowestoft R Wincup et al A

31/03/06-05/04/06 Alpine Swift Minsmere/Sizewell/ N Loth, GJ Jobson,

Aldeburgh R Marsh et al A

02/04/06-30/04/06 Willow Tit – x2 pairs Santon Downham DF Walsh, L Gregory

et al A

02/04/06 Arctic Redpoll (exilipes) Tangham Forest RA Duncan +

P Catchpole A

03/04/06 Alpine Swift x3 Dunwich/Walberswick/

Minsmere R Marsh et al A

12/04/06 Black Kite Nr. Assington A Raine A

12/04/06 Hooded Crow Boyton/Gedgrave

Marshes N

14/04/06 Bluethroat Hen Reedbeds D Fairhurst, C Lodge,

A Miller + J Minihane A

20/04/06-25/04/06 Purple Heron Minsmere Multi-observer A

22/04/06 Black Kite Woolverstone/Freston C1

22/04/06 Hooded Crow Westleton Heath N

23/04/06 Montagu’s Harrier –

Ringtail Felixstowe Ferry WJ Brame A

03/05/06-05/05/06 Serin – Female Landguard Multi-observer A

05/05/06 Black Kite Minsmere JH Grant, R Harvey

+ J Levene A

05/05/06 Black Kite Easton Reedbeds C Lodge, D Fairhurst

+ R Drew A

09/05/06 Kentish Plover – Male Orfordness JR Askins A

12/05/06 Honey Buzzard Ipswich N

14/05/06-15/05/06 Woodchat Shrike – Female Boyton Marshes GJ Jobson et al A

21/05/06 Puffin Kessingland Multi-observer A

24/05/06 Storm Petrel Landguard O Slessor et al A

27/05/06-02/06/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere D Fairhurst et al A

02/06/06-07/06/06 Purple Heron Walberswick PD Green, GJ Jobson,

R Drew et al A

04/06/06 Bee-eater Dunwich JA Rowlands, P + R Eele

HJ Phillips A

07/06/06 Marsh Warbler Westwood Marshes D Fairhurst, C Lodge +

BJ Small A

07/06/06 Willow Tit Ickworth D Cawdron A

08/06/06-15/06/06 Marsh Warbler Brantham C1

27/06/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere D Fairhurst et al A

03/07/06-09/07/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere JA Rowlands et al A

05/07/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere R Drew et al A

09/07/06 Honey Buzzard Dunwich Heath R Drew et al A

22/07/06-23/07/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Benacre Broad AC Easton, R Wilton A

SORC – Status of 2006 Records (continued)
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ˆˆ
ˆ

24/07/06-25/07/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere R Drew + B Plumb et al A

29/07/06 Marsh Warbler Hollesley Bay RA Duncan +

P Catchpole A

30/07/06 Roseate Tern – Adult

(ringed bird) Lowestoft Multi-observer A

30/07/06 Roseate Tern – Adult

(un-ringed bird) Lowestoft R Wilton + AC Easton A

03/08/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere D Fairhurst et al A

08/08/06 White-winged Black

Tern – 2S Minsmere Multi-observer A

07/08/06 Cory’s Shearwater Southwold R Drew A

10/08/06-13/08/06 Pectoral Sandpiper Southwold S Howell et al A

12/08/06 Sabine’s Gull – Juvenile Southwold N

15/08/06-17/08/06 Red-footed Falcon – Orfordness D Cormack,

1S male G Stannard

+ MC Marsh A

15/08/06 Barred Warbler Hollesley Bay RA Duncan +

P Catchpole A

18/08/06 Purple Heron Woodbridge N

19/08/06 Melodious Warbler Orfordness MC Marsh, D Cormack

+ R Gilbert A

23/08/06 Ortolan Bunting Benacre CA Buttle A

25/08/06 Icterine Warbler Sizewell D Fairhurst, GJ Jobson,

R Drew + R Harvey A

26/08/06 Marsh Warbler Dingle (trapped) T Howe, D Pearson,

C Jakes + M Wright A

27/08/06 Honey Buzzard Near Aldringham R Thomas + R Macklin A

27/08/06 White-winged Black Tern Orfordness MC Marsh, D Crawshaw

+ G Stannard A

01/09/06 Great White Egret Blythburgh N

02/09/06-03/09/06 Pectoral Sandpiper Havergate Island/ J Zantboer, JH Grant,

Orfordness MC Marsh et al A

03/09/06-09/09/06 Red-footed Falcon –

1S Female Minsmere JA Rowlands et al A

04/09/06-05/09/06 Montagu’s Harrier

– Juv Minsmere Multi-observer A

06/09/06 Leach’s Petrel Landguard O Slessor, K Leighton

+ J Zantboer A

06/09/06 Montagu’s Harrier –

Juvenile Framsden A

09/09/06-24/09/06 Pectoral Sandpiper

(x5 9-10th; x3 13-16th;

x2 17-19th + x1

23rd-24th) Orfordness MC Marsh et al A

13/09/06-19/09/06 Grey Phalarope Orfordness MC Marsh et al A

14/09/06 Roseate Tern – Adult Landguard P Oldfield A

16/09/06 Buff-breasted Sandpiper R Gilbert, D Cormack,

– Juv Orfordness D Crawshaw +

MC Marsh A

SORC – Status of 2006 Records (continued)
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17/09/06 Pectoral Sandpiper x2 North Warren D Gowen et al A

17/09/06 Pectoral Sandpiper Trimley Marshes PJ Holmes + P Oldfield A

18/09/06-24/09/06 Dotterel – Adult Benacre CA Buttle et al A

18/09/06-19/09/06 Little Bunting Landguard N

21/09/06 Balearic Shearwater Lowestoft BJ Small A

22/09/06-25/09/06 Pectoral Sandpiper – Juv Minsmere JH Grant et al A

23/09/06-26/09/06 Rose-coloured Starling

– Juv Benacre J Zantboer et al A

24/09/06 Balearic Shearwater Covehithe Cliffs PJ Dare A

02/10/06 Rose-coloured Starling

– Juv Landguard J Zantboer A

03/10/06 Honey Buzzard Trimley Marshes N

04/10/06-05/10/06 Pectoral Sandpiper –

x2 juvs; x1 remaining

on 5th Minsmere D Fairhurst et al A

04/10/06-05/10/06 Alpine Swift Ipswich A Botwright, A Gooding

+ LG Woods A

07/10/06 Rose-coloured Starling

– Juv Ipswich A Botwright A

08/10/06 Richard’s Pipit Benacre Pits R Walden A

08/10/06 Richard’s Pipit Havergate Island N

10/10/06-12/10/06 Radde’s Warbler Landguard O Slessor et al A

12/10/06 Richard’s Pipit Gunton / Lowestoft Multi-observer A

13/10/06-14/10/06 Pectoral Sandpiper Minsmere D Fairhurst et al A

18/10/06 Richard’s Pipit Gunton NC Blacker et al A

24/10/06 Richard’s Pipit Minsmere N

04/11/06-09/11/06 Dusky Warbler Lowestoft Multi-observer A

05/11/06 Chiffchaff Tristis Thorpeness W

13/11/06-24/11/06 Little Bunting Benacre N

19/11/06 Green-winged Teal Withermarsh Green,

nr Sudbury J Zantboer A

12/12/06-19/03/07 Black Brant – Adult Orwell Estuary J Zantboer et al A

27/12/06 Nordic Jackdaw

(monedula) Carlton Coalville N

KEY TO CODES

A = Accepted N = Not Proven W = Withdrawn C1 = First circulation

01/01/07 Yellow-browed Warbler Lound

12/01/07-14/01/07 White Stork (colour ringed!) Lound

14/01/07 + 22/01/07 + 07/02/07 Great White Egret Dingle/Walberswick

22/01/07 Jackdaw (monedula) Southwold

23/01/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Shottisham Creek

23/01/07 Puffin Southwold

11/04/07 Raven Minsmere RSPB

22/04/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Male Hen Reedbeds

22/04/07 Black Kite Aldeburgh

23/04/07 Red-rumped Swallow Dunwich Heath

SORC – Status of 2006 Records (continued)

Outstanding SORC rarities description for 2007
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ˆ

29/04/07 Black Kite Mildenhall

29/04/07 Black Kite Lakenheath

30/04/07 Roseate Tern Landguard

01/05/07 Roseate Tern Landguard

01/05/07-05/05/07 Hoopoe Halesworth

02/05/07 Honey Buzzard Burgh Castle 

04/05/07 Black Kite Dunwich

06/05/07 Black Kite Minsmere

07/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Male Breydon south wall

12/05/07 Purple Heron Breydon south wall

12/05/07 Honey Buzzard – Adult Haughley

15/05/07 Red-footed Falcon x2 Lackford

16/05/07 Bee-eater Sizewell Common

20/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Ringtail Minsmere (0555hrs)

20/05/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Ringtail Westleton Heath (0745hrs)

22/05/07 Bee-eater Felixstowe Ferry

24/05/07 Honey Buzzard Melton Park

25/05/07 Roseate Tern Minsmere

27/05/07 Great White Egret Minsmere

28/05/07 Roseate Tern Lowestoft

28/05/07 Icterine Warbler x2 Orfordness

29/05/07-30/05/07 Marsh Warbler Minsmere

31/05/07 Bee-eater Minsmere

31/05/07 Rough-legged Buzzard Woodbridge

01/06/07 Night Heron Santon Downham

02/06/07 Icterine Warbler Lakenheath

03/06/07-? Marsh Warbler Kessingland

10/06/07 Corncrake (calling) Whepstead

13/06/07 Honey Buzzard Bentley

13/06/07 Bee-eater Minsmere

16/06/07 Puffin Southwold

29/06/07-30/07/07 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere

30/06/07 Storm Petrel Southwold

30/06/07 Storm Petrel Thorpeness

10/07/07 Roseate Tern – Adult Minsmere

11/07/07 Roseate Tern – x2 Adults Minsmere

17/07/07 Great White Egret Minsmere

18/07/07 Honey Buzzard Minsmere

19/07/07 Great White Egret Minsmere

22/07/07 Honey Buzzard Theberton

31/07/07-14/08/07 Honey Buzzard Benacre

05/08/07-12/08/07 White-rumped Sandpiper – Ad. Orfordness

05/08/07 Pectoral Sandpiper Orfordness

06/08/07 Montagu’s Harrier – Ringtail West Row

14/08/07+18/08/07 White-rumped Sandpiper – Ad. Breydon Water south shore

15/08/07-17/08/07 Red-necked Phalarope – Juvenile Orfordness

22/08/07-23/08/07 White-winged Black Tern – Ad. Minsmere

23/08/07 Roseate Tern – Juvenile Landguard

24/08/07 Greenish Warbler Gunton

Outstanding SORC rarities description for 2007 (continued)
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A fter some intriguing reports of Storm Petrels off the Suffolk coast at Thorpness

the previous day, courtesy of the excellent BINS information service, I set off on

Saturday morning to see if I could locate them for myself. The date was 07-07-07

surely the luckiest day ever! On arrival the weather was excellent and I set up my

’scope on the cliff and began scanning the sea with my bins. It was nearly an hour

before I located a bird skimming across the water. This was a first for Suffolk for me

and I was somewhat excited as I settled down to watch this enigmatic little sea bird

feeding 200 m or so off shore. After about ten minutes I decided to pan ahead of the

bird to see if I could find any more, and within a few seconds I picked up an Arctic

Skua flying low and fast over the water. As I tracked its progress south the Storm

Petrel appeared in my field of view and the Skua, now in attack mode, grabbed it in

mid-air and dropped onto the water shaking the petrel from side to side. Amazingly

it escaped and flew a few metres but was soon taken again by the skua, its fluttering

flight no match for this agile pirate. This happened four more times, and my heart

was in my mouth as I watched the drama unfolding in front of me; I remember

saying to myself “fly little bird fly”, and then it escaped one more time and the skua

broke off the attack and carried on its journey. I know we shouldn’t get too

emotional when watching nature in the raw but this seemed a one sided contest

with only one outcome, and I certainly didn’t want to see my first Suffolk Storm

Petrel going down the throat of a Skua.

On 23rd June 2007 I was birding from the Island Mere hide at Minsmere. All was 

calm and peaceful until an adult Great-crested Grebe, accompanied by a

juvenile, started to attack another adult. I didn’t see the start of the confrontation and

I don’t know what led to the attack but I assume it was a territorial dispute. What

was so shocking was the sheer ferocity of the attack.

The victim adopted what I assume was a submissive posture, swimming low in

the water but making slow progress as it attempted to flee by forcing its way through

the thick carpet of weed that cloaks much of the mere in summer. The aggressor,

immediately behind, rained a series of powerful blows with its bill onto the victim,

each blow hitting the nape area. The juvenile followed its parent but played no part

in the attack. Every now and then the victim dived but the aggressor stayed at the

surface looking around, searching for its victim. As soon as it resurfaced the

aggressor immediately continued its attack. In all I am sure the victim received at

least 100 blows, all to the nape or back of the neck.

The two adults then disappeared down a channel and were gone for four or five

minutes before the aggressor returned to rejoin its youngster waiting in the mere. As

Short Notes

Storm Petrel lives to fight another day
Ashley Gooding

Great-crested Grebe aggression
John Hampshire
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for the victim, I didn’t see it reappear even though I spent approximately half an hour

looking for it. Hopefully it managed to escape but I suspect it was either badly

injured or killed.

M id-morning on 5th June 2007 our garden in Foxhall Road, Ipswich, was devoid

of birds. Ken and I had remarked how unusual this was, when, out of the blue,

a partial albino Blackbird flew onto the lawn. It was an extremely striking bird. The

whole of the head and neck were a dazzling pure white and it also had splashes of

white on the wings. The bill was yellow as normal. We were spellbound as it walked

around an otherwise birdless lawn, so much so that we didn’t think about the

camera. Then, as suddenly as it had appeared, the phenomenon took flight.

It had all happened in a minute or so and we could so easily have missed this

striking bird. It wasn’t long before the regulars returned to the feeders and it was

business as usual. We haven’t seen this breathtaking bird again, but wonder if

anyone else in our area has been privileged to see this bird. Please let us know if you

know of any sightings.

Postscript:

Jean & Ken also let the BTO Garden Birdwatch Team know about their sighting of

this Blackbird. The BTO response included the following: “What is interesting is that

of all the records we receive, nearly all of them relate to male birds; albinism seems

to be very uncommon in females. Maybe it is a defect that is predominantly found

in the male gene.”

A t 5.15 pm on 22nd June 2007 I started to walk down the back garden for a breath

of fresh air, when I was stopped in my tracks. I heard what sounded like the

mewing of a Common Buzzard. Looking into the clear sunny sky I saw a beautiful

Red Kite. It was flying fairly high up over my head with flexed wings and its tail in a

deep fork. If it hadn’t been for the marauding Lesser Black-backed Gulls it might

have stayed around longer. It was a wonderful new addition to our garden bird list

and the sighting will be imprinted on my memory for many a day.

Many birders are really keen on their lists. Most keep a British list, regular

travellers a World list, others a County list and apparently some sad people a

list of birds seen and heard in TV programmes. The list that many people love to

keep is that of birds seen and heard in their garden. With so many more people

Local Patch and Garden Birds

An unforgettable Blackbird
Jean Garrod

A Red Kite over the garden
Jean Garrod

Garden Lists
Derek Moore
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feeding the birds, creating “wildlife gardens” and putting up nest boxes the

opportunities are enormous. The excellent garden bird schemes run by the RSPB

and BTO have also added to the interest in garden birds.

Of course where you live is crucial to your chances of finding scarce birds in your

garden. Obviously a garden on the North Norfolk coast or on the Isles of Scilly would

give you a greater advantage than say somebody living in the heart of a large city.

However history tells us that the unexpected are not confined to the best birding

spots in the UK. Many will remember the Golden-winged Warbler which turned up

in Kent in January / February 1989 and spent most of its time moving around the

small gardens of a modern housing estate. I first saw that bird on a whirly linen line

and declined to “tick it” until it moved to a birch tree. Two exciting British firsts were

seen in major cities: a Black-faced Bunting was seen in Greater Manchester in

March 1994 and an Iberian Chiffchaff in Greater London in June 1972, showing that

the rarest birds can turn up anywhere.

Only last year I was called by a lady to come and identify a “strange bird” in her

garden. The garden was tiny but with a large number of feeders attracting hundreds

of birds. The strange bird turned out to be a juvenile Rose-coloured Starling.

I have lived in four properties in the UK and all have special memories of which I

am reminded by looking at my various lists. My rules are simple – I count anything I

see or hear which is in or flies over my garden

As a child I lived in Beccles where we had a very small garden which backed on

to a larger property with an orchard and more distant pine trees. My only memories

here were five Waxwings in an adjacent apple tree. As my only book was “The
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This juvenile Rose-coloured Starling was picked out amongst Starlings – Derek Moore
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Observers Book of British Birds” which did not include this species my mother

convinced me that these were “foreign birds” which had been released during the

Second World War because of lack of food to keep them alive. Now I know better!

The house had a large attic with a skylight and I used to enjoy sleeping there with

the window open listening to Tawny Owls and the occasional wader flying

overhead.

My next garden was at Carlton Colville and I lived here for 13 years and notched

up over 100 species. The proximity to the coast helped a great deal. My time there

coincided with “The Great Fall” of 1965 when enormous numbers of Scandinavian

migrants landed in coastal Suffolk one September Saturday. I remember 17 Pied

Flycatchers on the linen line as well as good numbers of Common Redstarts and

Whinchats around the house. A large oak tree at the bottom of the garden was a

magnet for passerines and interesting species often flew overhead. The latter

included all wild swans, White-fronted Geese, Marsh Harrier and Hobby. There were

two highlights. Waxwings were regular in the village but despite growing lots of

cotoneaster I failed until the day we were moving out in March 1978 when one

perched and called from my TV aerial. The biggest capture for that garden list was

when the well documented Lowestoft Franklin’s Gull was feeding behind a plough

within sight of my garden. I got it by leaning over my garden fence supported by my

wife Beryl and using the binoculars with one hand. A painful exercise but it ensured

an absolute gem would be added to my collection.

Moving on we arrived in Boxted on the Essex side of the Stour Valley. The garden

area was modest but we put in a small pond and lots of berry bearing shrubs. Being

further away from the coast we struggled to get the list above 80 in 24 years. Even so

there were good moments: a Bittern flying over on a snowy winter’s day, a male

Pied Flycatcher on a spring morning in the rowan tree in the front garden and a

Wryneck predictably on the garden lawn. I was really into ringing by now and

regular use of mist nets revealed some interesting species. Lesser Whitethroat and

Garden Warbler were only ever recorded in a net and we found that hundreds of tits

would visit us in a year including many more Coal Tits than I could have imagined.

Cold snaps brought us Fieldfares and Redwings and also the occasional Tree

Sparrow. Breeding birds were important to us and we were sad to lose up to six

nests of House Martins over the years. This was somewhat compensated by

having both Linnet and Lesser Redpoll nesting in the garden shrubs. The latter was

discovered only when a tennis ball was hit into a bush when playing with the

children.

More recently we have found ourselves in Mid-Wales with a small but very

wooded garden about 350 metres above sea level on the side of a hill. We look

down on the beautiful Towy Valley. The first thing that struck us when moving here

was the much larger number of birds coming to feeders than in our East Anglian

gardens. Hoards of tits come regularly and have included both Marsh and Willow

Tits. Sadly, following national trends the latter have not been seen for two years now.

Siskins are a real feature and from Christmas through to the Spring we are visited by

up to 50 at a time and with some remaining to nest locally bringing their young

throughout the summer. Up 50 Chaffinches assemble in winter and occasionally

bring a splendid Brambling with them. Nuthatches are the star turn taking their
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sunflower seeds and planting them in

the cracks in our patio and my wife’s

plant pots. Great Spotted Wood peckers

and Treecreepers are with us quite

often and once a Lesser Spotted

Woodpecker appeared. Just lately Jays

have taken to coming to the bird table

and taking peanuts from a wire feeder.

Raptors are obvious and we have

regular daily fly pasts of Red Kites and

Buzzards. Peregrine, Merlin and Ravens

have also been seen the latter often

displaying above the house. Frus -

tratingly a Goshawk chasing chickens in

a nearby farm failed to reach my criteria

for getting added to the garden list. We

have only managed 68 species here and

the jewel so far has been a Firecrest

from the kitchen window. 

That is not quite all! We have been

fortunate to acquire a house recently in

the hills of Languedoc-Roussillon in the

South of France equidistant between

Carcassonne and Narbonne. As you can guess I was keen to start a garden list as

soon as we began visiting the property. It is quite outstanding. Nesting around the

garden we have Subalpine, Sardinian, Melodious, Orphean and Dartford Warblers.

Nightingales are numerous and their songs bring us joy throughout the Spring.

Serins, Cirl Buntings and Woodlarks are

all present around us and we see them

regularly. Hoopoes nest in the farm

buildings next door and often feed in our

garden.

Raptors are a big feature particularly on

migration. Hundreds of Black Kites and

Honey Buzzards pass overhead and others

have included Red Kite, Goshawk,

Montagu’s Harrier (up to three pairs nest

within sight of the property), Griffon Vulture

(seen each summer), Golden Eagle and

Short-toed Eagles. Eagle Owls which nest

in the Cesse Gorge behind our house call

around us early in the year and Scops Owls

nest in the pine belt by our side door and

keep us awake for hours.

Red-rumped Swallows also nest nearby and often come to our land for mud in the

Spring and hordes of Bee-eaters pass overhead on their migration. A Roller has fed

Siskins are common from Christmas – Derek Moore

Blue Rock Thrush – will it be next?

– Derek Moore
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within sight of the terrace recently and Ortolan Bunting, Rock Thrush and Firecrest

have all made brief appearances. Only recently an Alpine Swift became the 100th

species in just two years to be seen from the garden.

What will be next? Well no ducks so far. Blue Rock Thrush nests very close by as

does Crag Martin so that could happen. In winter the gorge has Alpine Accentor,

Rock Bunting and the much prized Wallcreeper so any of those would cause me to

get very excited. The real fun is that you just do not know what will turn up next and

that is what garden birding is all about.

Are you a garden lister? If so why not share your list and experiences?

Aquiz away from Suffolk – this time the birds are all Scottish. Start with
Slavonian Grebe and there follows 42 more Scottish birds. You can find the

birds by moving up, down or sideways but not diagonally. To help you on your
way the second bird is Scottish Crossbill. All the letters in the grid are used
only once, no bird occurs twice. The shaded ‘e’ marks the finish. If you come
to a dead end or go around in circles try an alternative route at the end of the
previous bird.

List the 43 birds in the order they occur. Send your solutions to The Editor of the

Harrier by 30 November 2007, address inside front cover. The first correct solution

pulled out of a ‘hat’ will receive a book token prize. 

a l y e r g g t n m m a n i p d e h c t
g g z z d g n i u e w h n l o n r b l a
e o u a r o l d b r o t e l l e r i u h
s o b l e r d e e r l y w r a v d b e t
e d o t t e e n e a l e a c a l b k t u
l e r c e i a l s g c k d k c e b c i n
g s a i l l v o n l a j w a a i l a t r
a t c e r g n a i e o w f h p p g a m e
e e r b c o g n i k r r i n e c r e e p
d d e e s t e i d e r a p c e o r h u f
e t p y e t r o s s h e s h r a t t l n
l i a c r i c i s b o e r t t d e d m o
i t o s p s h s y i u h a f f d i e a e
a d r e d i e k a l s c c k l y v r r g
t i p p e r n i j l e f h r a k e r m i
e e n d e r u c a p s f i s e s o g i w
t c k e d p d k r d g r o u e d l h s w
i r a l a h l p r e r e y e n r u s t o
h o p e s h e t o e n r r r h h t e l r
w n a g i m r a w h h a i e o o d e d c
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150 edition quiz
Brenda Rafe
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The birds in the grid in alphabetical order are:

blackbird hen harrier redgrouse

blackcap hooded crow red necked phalarope

blue tit house sparrow redpoll

buzzard jackdaw reed bunting

capercaillie jay scottish crossbill

chiffchaff king eider shelduck

crested tit linnet siskin

dipper magpie skylark

dotterel mistle thrush slavonian grebe

eider nuthatch tree sparrow

fulmar osprey treecreeper

golden eagle ptarmigan white tailed eagle

golden eye raven wigeon

greylag goose red throated diver yellowhammer

hawfinch

All National and County rarities are still subject to ratification by the relevant 

committees. It is also important to remember that probably most of these

records will still need submitting to the relevant County Recorders so please ensure

that all of you as individuals do this as quickly as possible. Most of the following

news and information was received from both the Rare Bird Alert and BINS

information services although regular updates were still received straight from

several Suffolk birders so on this note, I would like to thank Will Brame, Richard

Drew, Dave Fairhurst, Paul Holmes, Gerald Jobson, Mike Marsh, Nigel Odin, Paul

Oldfield and Roger Skeen for their updates during this period.

Whooper Swan One at Gifford Park April 17th.

Pink-footed Goose Three remained at Trimley Marshes throughout April and were

last noted May 22nd.

Black Brant One of the wintering adults was still at Levington Creek May

3rd.

Pale-bellied Brent Goose One at Levington Creek April 23rd.

Mandarin A drake at Minsmere May 19th was only the fourth site record!

Garganey Noted at several coastal localities and also inland at

Lakenheath throughout the period, particularly during May.

Pochard x Ferruginous One male was found on Loompit Lake, Trimley and remained

Duck hybrid there until May 31st at least.

Common Scoter A female was at Lackford May 30th while 70+ were noted on

the sea off Slaughden on June 24th.

Velvet Scoter Two flew north past Kessingland April 4th and April 17th.

Red-breasted Merganser A late bird was noted off Kessingland June 2nd.

Quail A bird calling at Flixton June 29th was the only report.

Black-throated Diver Noted past Kessingland April 3rd (two), 11th and 12th.

Great Northern Diver Noted past Kessingland April 3rd and Minsmere April 12th.

Black-necked Grebe Noted at Cavenham gravel pits April 12th to 16th and Great
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Recent Reports, April to June 2007
Justin Zantboer
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Livermere (two) during May. These birds appeared to be a pair

and were noted nest site prospecting.

Manx Shearwater Noted off Gunton April 30th; Kessingland (two), Lowestoft

(seven), Orfordness (seven), Slaughden (two) and Southwold

(two) May 28th; Gunton (two) May 29th; Southwold June 16th

and Southwold (ten) June 30th.

Storm Petrel Separate individuals noted flying south off Thorpeness and

Southwold June 30th.

Night Heron One reportedly flew over Santon Downham at dusk June 1st

and a possible flew NW over Martlesham on June 12th.

Great White Egret One reportedly flew north over Minsmere May 27th. 

Purple Heron Noted at Minsmere April 28th; Breydon South Wall May 12th;

Minsmere (three, possibly four) May 18th to June 1st when two

adults were noted displaying on several occasions – hopes of a

possible breeding attempt appeared to have been washed

away by torrential rain towards the end of May; Minsmere June

2nd to 11th.

Spoonbill Noted on Orfordness from April 21st and then in small

numbers on the coast throughout May with numbers

increasing through June with peaks of seven at Hazelwood

Marshes June 12th; ten at Minsmere June 15th and 16 on

Orfordness June 23rd.

Honey Buzzard Noted at Burgh Castle May 2nd; Haughley May 12th; Melton

Park May 24th and Bentley June 13th.

Black Kite Single birds were reported flying north over Aldeburgh April

22nd and Mildenhall and Lakenheath April 29th. Another

possible flew north over Dunwich May 4th.

Red Kite Noted at Minsmere April 6th; Ufford April 7th; Lakenheath and

Westleton April 8th; Bredfield April 10th; Sotterley April 14th;

Elveden April 18th; Beccles and Wherstead April 19th;

Eastbridge April 22nd; Dunwich and Minsmere May 6th;

Tinker’s Marsh May 7th; Ixworth May 9th; Kenton Hills (two),

Lakenheath and Westleton May 18th; Carlton, Hadleigh,

Minsmere (two) and Wherstead May 19th; Sutton Heath and

Woodbridge May 21st; Minsmere May 24th; Hadleigh May 25th;

Tuddenham St Mary June 4th and Ipswich June 22nd.

Hen Harrier Singles were noted at Lackford (male) April 7th; Minsmere

(ringtail) April 9th to May 1st; Hen Reedbeds (ringtail) April

20th and Southwold (ringtail) May 25th. A first year bird was

also noted between Falkenham and Felixstowe Ferry during

the period and rather surprisingly, was still present on June

25th!

Montagu’s Harrier Noted at Hen Reedbeds (male) April 22nd; Breydon South Wall

(male) May 7th; Orfordness (male) May 13th and Minsmere

and Westleton (ringtail – same bird) May 19th.

Goshawk A pair performed well throughout April at Ollie’s Farm in

Breckland.

Rough-legged Buzzard One flew north over Woodbridge May 31st.

Osprey Noted at Oulton Broad April 4th; Barnham and Pipps Ford April

21st; Felixstowe April 23rd; Blythburgh April 26th; Waldringfield

April 27th; Brettenham May 6th; Breydon South Wall May 7th;

Lackford, Lowestoft and Minsmere May 8th; Minsmere May
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9th; Lackford May 10th; Brandon May 14th; Lackford May 20th;

Minsmere May 28th and Minsmere June 16th.

Red-footed Falcon Two were reportedly at Lackford May 15th and a first summer

male flew south over Landguard June 28th.

Hobby One reported from Dunwich April 3rd was the first known

record of the year.

Spotted Crake One was calling at Lakenheath early in May. 

Corn Crake One was calling at Whepstead near Bury St Edmunds June 10th.

Common Crane Up to nine birds were present at Lakenheath through April and

May where nesting was confirmed. Others were noted at

Martlesham and Leiston (two – same birds) April 28th;

Eastbridge (two) April 29th; Ashby and Lound May 6th; Carlton

(two) May 29th; Bury St Edmunds (three) June 6th and

Cowden Marshes June 10th to 16th then Minsmere/Dunwich/

Westwood Marshes June 19th. 

Dotterel Two were present for an hour at Landguard May 5th.

Little Stint Noted on Orfordness (two) May 28th; Minsmere June 3rd and

Minsmere (three) June 11th.

Temminck’s Stint Noted at Trimley Marshes May 11-12th; Orfordness May 12th;

Minsmere May 23rd and Minsmere June 3rd to 7th.

Curlew Sandpiper Noted at Minsmere May 3rd to 9th; Orfordness (two) May 7th;

Orfordness (three) May 12th; Tinker’s Marsh (two) May 23rd

and (four) 24th ; Orfordness (two) May 28th; Minsmere June

7th and off Slaughden (two) June 24th.

Purple Sandpiper Last noted at Landguard (three) May 11th. 

Broad-billed Sandpiper One off Breydon South Wall feeding on the south shore May

21st-22nd.

Jack Snipe Noted at Minsmere April 1st to 23rd (two from 12th to 15th);

Great Livermere April 10th; Boyton April 18th; Trimley Marshes

April 21st; Minsmere May 6th.

Long-billed Dowitcher The bird found in March at Mistley remained up to April 14th at

least.

Spotted Redshank Autumn passage began early with the first returning bird noted

at Dunwich shore pools June 11th.

Wood Sandpiper Noted at Orfordness April 21st; North Warren April 22nd;

Lackford April 29th; North Warren May 3rd; Orfordness and

Minsmere (three) May 7th; Minsmere May 11th; Orfordness

June 16th.

Green Sandpiper One Minsmere May 24th was an unusual date for this species.

Pomarine Skua Noted off Kessingland April 27th; Gunton (five) April 30th and

Landguard May 4th.

Great Skua Noted off Orfordness (two) April 28th and Gunton (two) April

30th.

Little Tern One north past Landguard April 24th was the first known

record of the year. 

Gull-billed Tern Two flew north together past Landguard May 1st and a single

bird was seen briefly at Minsmere May 2nd.

Black Tern Two at Livermere and one at Lackford on April 15th were the

first known records of the year. Small numbers were noted

thereafter.

Sandwich Tern Three north past Kessingland April 11th were the first known

records of the year. 
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Arctic Tern One at Weybread April 15th was the first known record of the

year.

Roseate Tern Singles were noted at Landguard April 30th; Landguard May

1st; Minsmere May 25th; Landguard and Lowestoft May 28th;

Landguard and Trimley Marshes June 8th and 9th: Minsmere

June 7th to 15th and again June 26th and Minsmere June 29th

and 30th.

Puffin One off Southwold June 16th.

Turtle Dove Two at Lackford April 22nd were the first known records of the

year.

Cuckoo One at Minsmere April 11th was the first known record of the

year.

Short-eared Owl One on Orfordness April 2nd.

Nightjar One at West Stow May 5th was the first known record of the

year.

Swift One over Flixton April 16th was the first known record of the

year.

Alpine Swift A probable over Elmswell April 13th.

Bee-eater Singles were noted flying south over Sizewell Common May

16th; flying south over Minsmere May 31st and heard at

Minsmere June 13th.

Hoopoe Singles were noted at Felixstowe Ferry April 18th; Polstead

April 26th and Halesworth May 1st to 5th.

Wryneck Singles were noted at Landguard April 14th; Southwold May

25th and Nayland May 31st.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker One Loompit Lake, Trimley April 7th and one Levington Marina

April 22nd.

Short-toed Lark One was seen briefly in the dunes between Minsmere and

Sizewell May 19th.

Red-rumped Swallow Singles were noted flying north over Landguard April 22nd;

Dunwich April 23rd; flying south over Landguard April 25th and

flying south over Landguard May 1st.

Tree Pipit One at Kessingland April 8th was the first known record of the

year.

Yellow Wagtail Four at Minsmere April 11th were the first known records of

the year.

Grey-headed Wagtail One male flew north at Landguard May 30th.

Nightingale Two at Lackford April 15th were the first known records of the

year.

Redstart One ringed at Landguard April 15th was the first known record

of the year.

Whinchat One at Minsmere April 22nd was the first known record of the

year.

Ring Ouzel One at Minsmere April 10th was the first known record of the

year. Small numbers were then recorded on the coast

throughout April and May.

Grasshopper Warbler One reeling at Oulton Broad April 9th was the first known

record of the year.

Marsh Warbler One was singing at Minsmere May 29-30th and another

(possibly two) was singing at Kessingland June 3rd to 5th.

Reed Warbler One singing at North Warren April 17th was the first known

record of the year.
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Icterine Warbler Noted at Landguard May 23rd; Orfordness (two) May 27th and

Landguard May 29th. One was reportedly singing at

Lakenheath June 2nd. 

Garden Warbler One singing at Loompit Lake, Trimley April 15th was the first

known record of the year.

Lesser Whitethroat One singing at Felixstowe April 11th was the first known record

of the year.

Whitethroat One singing at Loompit Lake, Trimley April 15th was the first

known record of the year.

Wood Warbler One was ringed at Landguard May 19th. 

Willow Warbler One singing at High Lodge April 2nd was the first known

record of the year. One ringed at Landguard June 10th was

possibly of the northern race acredula.

Chiffchaff sp. An individual with a strange song was found at Lavenham April

13th and was initially thought to possibly be an Iberian

Chiffchaff. It remained up to June 22nd at least but was by

then, no longer thought to be Iberian!

Willow Warbler x

Chiffchaff hybrid One was singing at Benacre May 15-18th.

Firecrest Nine at High Lodge April 2nd was the largest number

recorded. 

Pied Flycatcher Singles were noted at Landguard April 29th and May 7th;

Orfordness May 28th and Minsmere, Sizewell and Thorpeness

May 29th.

Golden Oriole One male singing briefly at Westleton April 26th and a female

there May 16th. Up to eight birds returned to Lakenheath to

breed.

Red-backed Shrike Singles were noted at Orfordness May 29th; Lound May 30th;

Dingle May 31st and Leiston Common May 31st to June 1st.

Raven One reported Minsmere April 11th.

Crossbill Noted at High Lodge (nine) April 2nd; Minsmere (16) May 20th;

Dunwich (20) May 23rd and Landguard (two) June 2nd.

Corn Bunting Counts of 14 at Trimley Marshes April 24th and 40 at

Lakenheath May 31st were the largest numbers recorded.

Selected highlights from the 1957 and 1982 Suffolk Bird Reports for the period July

to September:

50 years ago

Little Egrets have become a well-established part of the Suffolk birding scene in

the first decade of the 21st century, but back in 1957 one in the Aldeburgh /

Havergate area, 19th to 31st August, caused quite a stir amongst the county’s birders

– it was (and remains) the fourth Suffolk record. The third record, and the first for

the 20th century, had been at Minsmere in May 1953.

A bizarre occurrence was that of a White Stork which was discovered on 19th

September sitting on the chimney pot of a cottage on Covehithe Cliffs (the location
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of this property is now several hundred metres out to sea). The Stork roosted there

for two nights having spent the days feeding in nearby fields. It was not seen again

until 23rd September when it was found, after dark, in the garden of a cottage at

Easton Bavents. The unfortunate Stork was caught and kept in a garden shed for

nearly 24 hours before being released on Southwold golf course where it was last

seen, at dusk, perched on an electricity pylon.

Waders featured prominently in this period; scarcer species involved a Eurasian

Dotterel at Covehithe, 22nd September; three Temminck’s Stints on Havergate

Island in September (there had been no spring records of Temminck’s Stint in

Suffolk in 1957); two Kentish Plovers on Havergate Island in August, and Red-necked

Phalaropes at Reydon (two), Minsmere and Havergate Island. Gatherings of Stone

Curlews in West Suffolk in September included 80, Tuddenham St Mary, 15th, and

70, Freckenham, 20th.

The count of 150 Arctic Terns off Benacre, 18th August remains as Suffolk’s largest-

ever total of this species. Additional seabird records from the coast included the

year’s only sighting of Great Skua (off Southwold, 2nd September) and two Roseate

Terns at Walberswick, 19th July. However the most unexpected seabird record

was from as far inland as you can get in Suffolk – a “wrecked” Atlantic Puffin at

Newmarket, 27th September.

Unseasonable reports in this period were of an eclipse male Long-tailed Duck

at Benacre, 13th July to 8th August, and a Rock Pipit at Burgh Castle 19th July. It

is tempting to speculate that the presence of a Hoopoe at Elmsett in August was

in some way linked with the two which frequented the Hadleigh area in June

1957.

It was a poor autumn for the recording of passerine migration with the only scarce

arrival being a Barred Warbler at Minsmere, 3rd September. Autumn 1957 witnessed

an irruption of tits into Britain from the continent; during the last week of September,

34 Blue Tits were trapped at Dingle Hills, Walberswick, where the species was “very

much more numerous than usual.”

25 years ago

Seawatching might not have been a high priority amongst Suffolk’s coastal birders

in 1957, but 25 years later, with much improved optical equipment and identification

know-how, it was becoming increasingly popular. Accordingly, when easterly winds

reached gale force on 5th September there were several observers in position to

record what was then a county-record movement of seabirds and waders. Principal

sightings involved Suffolk’s fourth record of Great Shearwater (off Minsmere); a

“very significant” total of six Manx Shearwaters; an “astonishing total” of at least 200

Northern Gannets; two Leach’s Storm Petrels; our county’s fifth 20th-century record

of Long-tailed Skua (and the first since 1974); a flock of 200 Bar-tailed Godwits south

of Benacre, and 1018 Grey Plovers south off Minsmere.

Scarcer species in this period included Broad-billed Sandpiper at Minsmere, 3rd

to 6th July, Alpine Swift over what was then the USAF Woodbridge Airfield,

Rendlesham Forest, 4th July (first in Suffolk since 1966); Glossy Ibis at Minsmere,

12th August; Suffolk’s first inland record of Caspian Tern, at Livermere Lake, 8th

August; four Icterine Warblers recorded at Landguard between 11th August and 11th

September; Suffolk’s third record of Melodious Warbler, on Havergate Island, 29th
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August; two Purple Herons at Eastbridge, 23rd to 26th September; Short-toed Lark at

Benacre Broad, 11th September (fifth county record), and Tawny Pipit at Landguard,

16th September.

Regular observations inland at Bury B.F Ponds resulted in the discovery there of

18 Little Ringed Plovers, 18th July; Little Stint, 29th August, and two Curlew

Sandpipers, 10th September. Impressive wader totals at Minsmere involved 80

Spotted Redshanks 25th July (at that time, Suffolk’s largest-ever recorded total) and

61 Ruff, 6th to 9th August. Scarcer waders at Minsmere were Temminck’s Stint, 11th

to 16th July; Pectoral Sandpiper, 30th August to 11th September, and Red-necked

Phalarope, 15th September.

Landguard’s best day for passerines was 18th September when the site had

attracted 23 Common Redstarts, 24 Whinchats, 23 Northern Wheatears, and ten

Pied Flycatchers. A ringtail Montagu’s Harrier was seen carrying food “near the

coast” on 12th July and an Osprey remained in Breckland throughout July. An Arctic

Skua at Herringswell, 27th September, was Suffolk’s first 20th century inland

record. 

Out-of-season sightings at Minsmere in July involved Purple Sandpiper, 19th

(Suffolk’s first ever July record); Ring Ouzel, 3rd, and Pied Flycatcher, 7th; also at

Minsmere, Suffolk’s first August record of Brambling was noted on 14th. Fieldfares

at Alton Water, 29th July and Old Newton, 3rd August had presumably over -

summered in those areas but one at Walberswick, 10th August might have been an

early autumn arrival.

Additional Landguard sightings of particular interest in September involved a

European Nightjar, 6th, and an aberrant House Martin, 9th – this latter bird had

upperparts as brown as those of a Sand Martin, buff rump and complete buff collar.

Undoubtedly one of the most unexpected sightings in this period involved a

Tawny Owl found roosting in a shipyard workshop at Oulton Broad, 14th

September.
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SOG is the Group for people interested in the birds of

Suffolk, and provides a network and a voice for

birdwatchers in the county. The Group is administered by

Suffolk birdwatchers for Suffolk birdwatchers, keeping

them in touch with what is going on and with each other.

Through the Group’s Council, SOG has good links with

other naturalist and conservation organisations in the

region.

SOG organises an extensive programme of field

meetings, an opportunity for members, young or old,

novice or expert, to see birds, and to share camaraderie

with fellow enthusiasts.

Indoor meetings are held in Ipswich with quality

speakers entertaining members with slides and stories of

birds, both local and from around the world.

The Group’s bulletin, The Harrier, published quarterly,

keeps members in touch with what’s going on – stories

about birds, conservation, reserves, and people.

SOG organises and promotes surveys and projects on

the birds of Suffolk, with an opportunity for members

to participate. SOG is also able to support worthwhile

projects through bursaries.

Membership of SOG is open to anyone with an interest

in the birds of Suffolk. For details of membership, contact:

Andrew Gregory, 1 Holly Road, Ipswich IP1 3QN.
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